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JLO be interested in the character and liTes of fiiose 
irtrose writings have instracted and delighted tts, is 
natural to »the human mind ; nor is it reasonable that they 
who baTC laboured successfully for our advantage, should be 
wholly forgotten. *' The Monument of Baniriied lif indes'* 
is contemplated with a .sort of pensive pleasure; and 
such mementoes must always contribute something of 
life and energy to the pieces which we p^use. Brief 
therefore as is the following sketch of our author^s history, 
it will not be an unacceptable introduction to his poem of 
the Purple Island. 

His father. Dr. Giles Fletcher, was a man of consider- 
able reputation as an author, a poet, and a statesman. He 
was born in Kent in the middle of the 16th century ; was 
educated at Eton; and in the yeav 1565 was elected 
scholar of Iting's College, Cambridge. He took the degree 
of A. B. in 1569, that of M. A. in 1573, and that of L. L. D. 
in 1581. Queen Elizabeth, who discovered so much pru- 
dence tnd discrimination in her choice of ministers, appointed 
him h^'cbmmissioner in Scotland, Germany, and the Ne-* 
therlands ; and in 15SS, the year of the Spanish Armada, 
she constituted him her ambassador to the court of Russia ; 
where he concluded a commercial treaty with the Czar 
Theodore, much to the advantage of his native country. 
During his residence iu that barbarous empire, he composed 
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bis '^ Account of the Russe Commonwealth, or Manner of 
^^ Government by the Russe Emperor, commonly called the 
^^ Emperor of Moskoyia, with the Manners and Fashions 
** of the people of th?it Country." This he printed on his 
return in 1590 ; but it was suppressed lest it should give 
offence. A second edition of this book appeared howerer 
in 1643. ; 

Dr. Fletcher was appointed, subsequently to his mission 
to Russia, Secretary to the City of London, and one of the 
masters of the Court of Requests. In 1597 he was chosen 
Treasurer of St. Paul's. Besides the work already no- . 
ticed, which will be found in Hakluyt's Voyages, Dr. Fletcher 
was the ajutI|op of ji discpurse, th^ object of ^ictl was, to 
prove that the Tartars are the descendants of the Ten 
Tribes, who were led captive by Shalmaneser. Whiston 
adopted the same opinion, and even printed the discourse in 
the £rst volume of his Memoirs, Dr. Fletcher died in 1610. 

Our author was allied to several men of eminence, besides 
his father. His. uncle was the famous Fletcher, ' Bishop of 
Peterborough, who attended Mary, Queen of Scots, to the 
place of her execution, and exhorted her to change her 
religion ; his cousin was the celebrated dramatic writer, 
whose name is so often mentioned in connexion with that of 
Beaumont ; and his elder brother Giks Fletcher, was a 

Soet of considerable merit. Benlowes in some verses which 
e addressed to our author, says, " *Thy very name*$ a 
poet." 

Little is known of the life of Phineas Fletcher : but 
Mr. Ellis iconjecture^ he was born in 1584 ; He* was 
educated at Eton; and admitted a scholar of King's College, 
Cambridge in 1600, took his Bachelor's degree in 1604, 
and his Master's degree in 1608. He entered into the 
church ; and was presented to the livinjg of Hilgay in Nor- 
folk, in 1621, by Sir Henry Willoughby, which he held 
during a period of twenty-nine years. He died about th^ 
year 1650. 

Besides the poem which is here reprinted, he was the 
author of seven Piscatory Eclogues, Eliza an Elegy, and 
several minor poems. He likewise wrote a drama, entitled 
SiCELiDEs, ^hich was performed at King's College, Cam- 
bridge, and printed in 1631. " It was intended, originally,'* 
«ays the editor of the Biographia Dramatica, >* to be perr 
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^ formed before King James the First, on the 13th of Mav, 
*^ 1614 ; but his majesty leaving the university sooner, it 
^'. was not then represented." The serious parts of it are 
mostly written in rhyme, > with choruses between the acts. 
Som^ of the incidents are borrowed from Ovid, and some 
from the Orlando Furioso. He also published at Cam- 
bridge, in 1632, some account of the lives of the Founders 
and other learned men of that university, under the fol- 
lowing title: — " De Literatis antiqu8B Britanniae, praeser*- 
^^ tim qui doctrina claruerunt, ^quique collegia Cantabrigiss 
^^ fundarunt." The works of Phineas Fletcher were 
printed at Cambridge in 1633, 4to. 

The following remarks on the Poetry of our author, are 
from the elegant pen of the late lamented Henry Head- 
ley, A. B.— 

" Who 
** Of wisdom lover and sweet poesie^ 
" Was cropped in his prime, 
^ And ripe in worth, though green in years did die/' 

They are extracted from his ^^ Select Beauties of An- 
^*'cient English Poetry;'* and it may be observed that a 
diatinguiahed place in that collection is assigned to Phi- 
neas Fletcher. 

' " Were the celebrated Mr. Pott compelled to read a lec- 
ture upon the anatomy of the human frame at large, in a 
i«g;}ilar set of stanzas, it is much to be questioned whether 
he could make himself understood, by the most apprehen- 
sive' auditor, without the advantage of professional know- 
ledge. Fletcher seems to have undertaken a nearly similar 
task, as the five first cantos of The Purple Island are al- 
most entirely taken up with an explanation of the title; 
in the course of which the reader forgets the poet, and is 
sickened with the anatomist. Such minute attention to 
this part of the subject was a material error in judg- 
m<ent; for which, however, ample amends are made in 
what I follows. Nor is Fletcher wholly undeserving of 
praise for the intelligibili^ with which he has struggled 
through his difficulties, for his uncommon commana of 
words, and facility of metre. After describing the body, 
he proceeds to personify the passions and intellectual 
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&c\&iits, Hi^re fatigued attention fa hot mblrely re- 
Beved, but fi^cit^ated attd (enraptured ; and; nbtwith- 
standing hia fi^ur^, iti many instances, ar^ t#o arbi- 
^ak*y and fanti&stic ih their habiliments, often di^propor- 
tionl^d ahd ovebdone, sdmetimed lost in a superfluity of 
glaring colouris, and the several ehinicters, in geiteral, 
ny 110 meaiis Isuffieieritly kept a^art; y'et, amid such h 
profusion 6\' ifaia^es, mahy are distit^guished b^ a bdldness 
of plitttne, il majfesty of ibanner, a brilliancy of colouring, 
a dil^tinctn^s^ ^nd jpropH^^ty 6t attribute, and an air of 
1S^, tl&t w% look for iii Tain ih moderil productions, and 
that rival, if not surpass, what we iHeet with of the kind 
even in Spenser, from whom our author caught his in- 
spiration. After exerting his creative powers on this 
department of his subject, the virtues and better qualities 
of the heart, under their leader E decta^ or Intelle ct, ure 
attacked by the vices : a battle ' (iUSues, and the latter are 
vanquished, after a vigorous opposition, through the in- 
terference of an , angel, who appears at the prayers of 
Edlecta. The poet here a))rijiptly takes an opportunity of 
paying a fulsome and unpardonable compEment to James 
the First (canto xii. stanza 55) ; on that account, perhaps^ 
th0 most unpalatable passage in the book. , From 
Fletcher's dedication of this his poem, with his Piscatory 
Ecibgues and -Miscellanies, to his friend Edmund Ben- 
lowes, it seems, that they were written very early ; as hp 
caljs them ^* raw essays of my very unripe years, and al- 
^' most childhood.'* It is to his honour that Milton read 
and imitkted him, as every attentive reader of both poete 
must sooh^ discover. He is eminently intitled to a vety 
high tatlk amobg our old Engliish classics.'' 

Mr. H^adley's Supplement furnished us vrith the folbwin^ 
liimiiiouii criticisms: *^ At the bright lamp of Spenser, 
whose flanie ^ill never expire but with oti^ language, 
many inferior bards have Mhteid theii* slender torches. 
The perusal df the Fairy Queett bfdissed thfe minds both 
of Cowiey and Morfe * to thfe pursidt 6f poeti^. And t6 
them we may add Fletcher, who, not eontenfted with d<^^ 
riving his general U^te for a^egory and persbhificatioh . 
from him, has gone so far a's immediately to adopt imaf- 



* PrefaLce to hit Philosopbical Poemv, 1 647. 
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Sery and particular figures. Though it may somewhat 
etract from the invention of Fletcher to compare him in 
some instances «rith Ipis original, yet it is the only method 
of forpning a real es^mate of his merits ; and as • Dr. 
Johnson well observes, ^^ it is the business of critical 
justice to gfive everjr bird of the Muses his proper feather ;'' 
nor has he himself been backward in due acknowledg* \/ 
ment| as these instances sufficiently evince : 

" Two shepherd9 most I love with just adoring; 
^ That Mantuan swain^ who chahg'd his slender "reed 
" To trumpet's martial voice^ and war's load roarings 
'' From Corydon to Tumus' daring deed; 

'' And next our homebred Colin' s f sweetest Jiring ; 
" Their steps not following close, but far admiring ; 
« To lacquey one of these is all my prides aspiring J* 

Purple Island, Cant vi. St 5. 

<< The eulogium to Spensier's memory, CaPt- i- 9tanza 19. 
does equal credit to his heart as to his abilities, and deserves 
being brought forward to notice^ 

^' He again touches on the nddfortune of l^penser. Cant, 
vi. St.52. 

** But to come more immediately to the several parallel 

Eassages, let the reader compare Fletcher^s OluHonie. ^/^ 
ant. vii. St. 80. with Spenser's B. 1. Cant. iv. St. «1 ^ 
and 22. ; compare Fletcher's AHmuB, Cant. viii. St. 42, 
&c* with Spenser's Idlene$9y B. 1. Cant. iv. St. 18. ; 
compare Fletcher^s Tkumosy Cant. vii. St. 55. with 
Spen$er's Wraihy B. 1. Cant. iv. St 38.; compare 
Fletcher's Aselgesy Cant vii. St. 23. with Spenser's Lech- 
ery ^ B. 1. Cant iv. St. 24.; compare Fletcher'^ Pfeo* 
ndeteiy Cant. viii. St. 24., wfith Spen^efsAveaicey B. 
1. Cant. iv. St 27. ; cpmpare Fletcher's fifvte. Cant. vii. 
St W. with Spenser's Jln»y, B. 1. Cant iv. Si. 30.; 
likewise with another description. B. 6. Cant xii. St 31. 
Some of Fletcher's lines well express what Pope with 
great fdicity styles, *< damning wUh faint praUe. ' 
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" When needs he mnst> yet fkintly^ then he prakies ; 

*' Somewhat the deed^ much more Uie means he raises : 

" So marreth what he makes^ and praising most dispraiscyi* 

. " Compare Fletcher's Deihs, Cant. viii. St. 10. with 
Spenser's Fear. B. 3. Cant. xii. St. 12. There seems to 
be mor^e nature and real poetry in Fletcher's describing 
him^as but starting at the sight of his arms, -than in Spen-- 
jser^ who on the same occasion represents him as aoso- 
lutely ^^ fying fast away ;'^ but perhaps Spenser has 
breightened the image by making him equally terrified 
with the sound of them as the sight ; this is omitted in 
Fletcher. No one of Fletcher's figures is more consis- 
tently habited than his Death, ' 

\ " A dead man's skull supplied his helmet's place, 
\ " A bone his club, his armour sheets of lead : 
[ '' Some more, some less fear his att-frighting face ; 
" But most who sleep in downy pleasure's bed. 

Cant %\l St dS. 



^^ Yet the first of these terrific attributes is suggested'by 
Spenser, who has giyen it to Meleager : 

*' Upon his head he wore an helmet light, 
*' Made of a dead man's skuU^ that seem'd a ghastly sight 

B.Jl.Cantxi. St22. 

'Mn the preceding part of this Cat) to of Sp^aser,. m 
which the foes of Temperance besiege her dwelling-place, 
we fin^ sight, hearing, smell, and taste, personified, 
which remind us of Fletcher, and disgrace Spenser. I 
haye often thought that a painlfcer of taste might extract 
from the Purple Island a series of allegorical .figures, 
which if well executed might do honour to his pencil; 
though in some instances he would find Fletcher ^' nimis 
Poeta," in others he would have little to do but to supply 
the colours : and as there can be no , necessity for impli- 
citly tying him down to his original, the liberty of reject- 
ing superfluities, and supplying deficiences, should b^ 
allowed. The mottos and impresses, which in general 
are yery happily adapted, giye Fletcber^s figures an air 
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of life, which in that particular renders them sUperior to 
those of Spenser and of Sackville *. The following rich 
figure of Hope (which is represented as masculine,) is 
among Fletcher's best pieces ; the attitude of his leaning 
on his attendant Pojlicita, to whom every female grace y/ 
might be given, seems worthy the notice of a painter. 
I will quote the description at length, as it affords me an 
opportunity of comparing it with a figure of Spenser on 
*^ the same subject : 

*' Next -went Eipintis, clad in sky-like blue f I 

" And through his arms few stars did seem to peep ; 
^ *' Which there the workman^s hand so finely drew, 

** That rocked in clouds they softly seemed to sleep : 
'^ His rugged shield was like a rocky mould, 
" On which an anchor bit with surest hold : . 

^ I hold hy being held, was written round in gold. 

*' Nothing so cheerful was his thoughtful face^ 
" As was his brother Fido's : fear seem'd to dwell 
" Close by his heart ; his colour changed apace^ 
** And went, and came, that sure all was not well ; 
*' Therefore a comely maid did oft sustain 
<' His fainting steps, and fleeting life maintain : 
^' Pollicita she hight, which ne'er could lie or feign. 

Cantix.8t^. 

^^ The following is Spenser^s personification, which is 
delineated with greater chastity than usual : 



* ** JEschylus, ilk his ** Seven Chiefs ftfiiainst Thebes," has shoim much 
i* foncy in the mottos and deyices of the shields of tiie difierent chiefs. 

« « Pyradesi in Sidney's Arcadia, is dressed, in a garment of the same 
^* materials : '' Upon her body she wore a doublet of tl^' colour satin." 
* &c. p. 42 Milton also has his *• sky-Unciwed graitii^^ Paradise Lost, V% 
** S8A. But Fletcher might have had a passage in Quarlea in his eye, who, 
-«< after describing Parthenia in a robe bespangled with stars of gpld, adds, 

« Her diaheTellM hair 
*' Hung loosely down, and veil'd the backer part 
<^ Of &ose her sfcy-t esetn62tn^ ro^«« ; but so, 
" That erei y breath would wave it to and fro, 
** like flying clouds, through which you might discover ' 
'< Sometimes one glimm'ring star, sometimes another. 

Ars. and Par. B. iii. 

b 
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** With him went Hope in rank^ a handsome maid, 

" Of cheerful look and lovely to behold ; 

*' In silken samite she was light arrayM, 

" And her fair locks were woven ap in gold : 

'' She always smiFd, and in her hand did hold 

'^ An holy-water sprinkle^ dipt in dew, 

^* With whidb she sprinkled favours manifi>ld 

'^ On whom she list, and did great liking show; 

* Great liking unto many, but true love to few. 

B. III. Cant, xil St 13. 



<^ The fi^re is simple, and the attributes are nevf; Hope 
is here divested of her usual emblem, the anchor, (which 
Fletcher kas preserved) and the water-sprinkle substi- 
tuted in' its room, which gives a religious air to die image; 
had it but received the sanction of antiquity 'for its 
adoption, we might perhaps have heard more in its 

E raise. On their coins, the ancients, we find, represented 
[ope in the character of a sprightly girl, looking for- 
ward ahd holding a blossom or bud in her right hand *, 
whilst with her left she holds up her garment, to prevent 
its retarding her pace. On a coin of Hadrian, I have 
seen Fortune and Hope with this emblem. Mr. Spence 
has justly objected against Spenser, that many of his 
allegorical personifications are inconsistent, complicated, 
and overdone; he. observes, that when they are well- 
invented, they are not well-marked out, and instances 
amongst others the figure of Hope now before us. But 
surely though his general charge may be true, in this in- 
stance he has been misled by his classical taste, and too 
great a reverence for the ancients ; to expect an implicit 
adherence to them in all their mythological appendages 
is unreasonable and absurd, and at once puts a stop to 
every exertion of fancy and genius ; it is but doing 
justice to theQi to acknowledge that their emblematic 
figures are unrivalled; but as their Several distinct at- 
tributes are closely connected vrith, and indeed drawn 
from their religion, history, dress, and manners, they must 
be considered as relatively excellent only; we cannot be 



♦ We commonly say " to deitroy our hoptt in the bud. 



Pkineas Fktcher. xi 



so barren of inventioo, as to be obliged tamely i^ baye 
recourse to their imagery on all occasions; the religion, 
history, manners, and dress, of our own country, are 
sufficiently dignified to su'pply a fertile imagination ivith 
combinations infinitely new, and to justify us in forming 
a style of our own. Propriety in selection is every thing : 
to produce a strong effect from a few masterly outlines, 
and to give an individual and exclusive character to the 
personage, seems to have been &e sole aim of the ancients. 
From the profusion of ornaments with which most modem 
allegorical figures are overwhelmed, we are as much at a 
loss to discover for whom they are designed, as we are to 
unravel a rebus or an anagram. Milton appears to have 
been a reader of Fletcher. I will conclude these desul- 
tory remarks on him, with notidng a few passages Uiat y 
have escaped the commentators of our divine Bard. Mil- ^^ 
ton is invoking Mirth to bi^ng with her, 

'' Nod^ and becks^ and mreathed smiles, 
" Such as hang on Hebe's cheeky 
" And love to live in dimple sleek ; 
" Sport that wrinkled care derides, 
*^ And Laughter holding both his sides.'' 

VAlUg. 28. 

^^ When this exquisite assemblage was formed, it is: more 
than probable that the poet had an eye on the following 
passage of Fletcher : 

*' Here sportful Laughter dwells, here ever sitting, 
" Defies all lumpish griefs, and wrinkled care ; 
*' And twenty merry mates mirth causes fitting, 
*' And smiles, which. Laughter^ s sons, yet infants are. 

Purple Island, Cant. iv. St. 13. Edit 1633. 

'' Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide.'' 

Lycid. 157. 

In the edition of 1830, Milton had written humming 
tide, which is perhaps more expressive and poetical. His 
first epithet he had probably from the followinsr fine imaffe 
of Fletcher: ^ 
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" While humming rivers by his cabin creeping, 
*' Rock soft his slumbering thooghtsr in quiet ease. 

Eclog. 2. 

"Milton uses syllable, Comus, 208. Fletcher in hii^ 
miscellanies, page 85, has syllabled.^'* 

It will not be unacceptable to the reader to know what 
portions of the Purple Island were selected by the. taste and 
judgment of Mr. Headley, to form a part of a work composed 
of such rich materials as his " Beauties of Ancient Poetry.^' 
The first extract is the description of the descent of Or- 

(pheus into the infernal regions in search of his. lost EkLrydioe, 
Cant. V. St. 61 — 67. In a note we have the following re- 
mark on that highly poetical episode : " These lines of 
Fletcher are a paraphrase, or rather translation, from Boe- 
ihius. The whole description is forcible : some of the 
circumstances perhaps are heightened too much ; but it is 
the fault of this writer to indulge himself in every aggra- 
Tation that poetry allows, and to stretch his prerogatiye of 
** quidlibet audendi " to the utmost." 

The next extract, which is honoured with a place in the 

J Beauties, is the description of the Shepherd^s Life^ Catit. 
xii. St. 2 — 6. " These beautiful lines,** says Mr. Headley, seem 
to have suggested the plan of a most exquisite little piece 
called The Hamlet^ by Mr. T. Warton, which contains 
such a collection of beautiful rural images, as perhaps no 
other poem of equal length in our language presents us 
with. The latter part of it more closely reminds us of 
Fletcher. A shepherd's life is to be found in Spenser's 
Fairie Queene, B. Vl.Cant. ix. St. 20. 

^ The other extract is on the Instability of Human Great- 
ness, Cant. vii. St. 2 — 7. 

The reader will do well to pay particular attention to 
these spirited passages of the Purple Island, as well as to 
many others of singular beauty which the confined limits of 
Mr. Headley^s Work and Plan, would not allow him to 
notice. That able young man was himself anxious that 
the whole works of our author should be reprinted. 

W. J. 
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MY MOST WORTHY^ AND LEARNED FRIEND, 

EDWARD BENLOWES, ESQ. 

SIR, 

As some optic-glasses, if we look one way, 
increase the object, if the other, lessen 
the quantity; such is an eye that looks through 
affection ; it doubles- any good, and extenuates 
what is amiss. Pardon me. Sir, for speaking 
plain truth ; such is that eye whereby you 
have viewed these raw Essays * of my very 
unripe years, ^nd almost childhood. How 
unseasonable are blossoms in autumn ! unless 
perhaps in this age, where are more flowers 
than fruit. I am entering upon my winter, 
^nd yet these blooms of my first spring, must 



* To this poem, when firet published, were added a few 
piscatory eclogues and poetical miscellanies, written by the 
same author. 
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now shew themselves to our ripe wits, which 
will certainly give them no other entertain- 
ment, but derision. For myself, I cannot 
account that worthy of your patronage, which 
comes forth so short of my desires, thereby 
meriting no other light than the fire. But 
since you please to have them see more day, 
than their credit can well endure, marvel not 
if they fly under your shadow, to cover them 
from the piercing eye of this very curious 
yet more censorious age. In lett:ing them 
go abroad, I desire only to testify how much 
I prefer your desires before mine own, and 
how much I owe to you more than any other. 
This if they witness for me, it is all the service 
I require. Sir, I leave them to your tuition, 
and entreat you to love him, who will contend 
with you in nothing but to out-love you, and 
would be known to the world by no other 
Name, than 

Your true Friend, 

PHINEAS FLETCHER. 

H1LCAY9 May 1, 1639. 
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" Professor Franck's Gnide deserves to be OFTEHrrad. It containa 
the BEIT rules for studying the Scriptures that I etbr remember to hare 
men.** Da. Doddbidob* Ltctures on Preaching, 

" Hie liber, parvae lioet molis, ea tamen fere omnia conCinety qu» 
vir eximius, longa meditatione, longo usu, et potissimum. experientia 
fretus, ad studiosorum S. Theologise bonum, in lacem emisit. Pervelim 
nt summa attentione ab lis legatur qui ad Theologise stiidia animum 
appellunt." 

Dr.ALLix. Recommendatory Preface to the Latin edition of thi$ 
JTor* tfilToe. 



Extract from the Christiak Observer, /or December, 1814. 

" The name of Professor Fraiick is associated- in the minds of thote 
who are acquainted with the history of true religion, with all that is 
Itsnud, phiis, usefui, and excellent. He was indeed <' k burning and a 
thining light;" and io^xtending the koowladge of his oharactMr and 
•xample, and translating the present brief, but Fahiable Work, the 
Editor has rendered a very acceptable and useful service to the lovers 
and students of sacred literature. The extent of the Professor's learn- 
ing, and the soundness of his judgment, afford ample security to one 
class of enqnirers ; while the depth of his religious views, the spiritu- 
ality of his mind, and the length of his experience, may well assure 
some others that he is not unworthy of their confidence as an instructor 
upon this fundamental subject. The Notes, by the Translator, contain « 
valuable fund •fBtbH9grapbi<alKn9v)ledge^ collected and digested from va- 
rious approved sources, oh all the topics discussed by Professor Franck^ 
Irom which the student of the Sacred Writings may derive important 
direction and assistance. We have, perhaps, dwelt the longer upon 
this publication, because we consider that at a time when the most lau- 
dable zeal prevails amongst us for the distribution of the Divine Re- 
cords, it is peculiarly important, that correct views respecting their 
meaning and interpretation should also be disseminated. We are 
happy therefore in having an opportunity of noticinga Work whieb cm* 
tains 80 much valuable information and direction upon. ibi$ important pointy and 
cordially recommend it to gerteral perusal. 

Extract from theCvLincAisREviEvr, for July and Aiigust, 1815. 

<< At a time when the Sacred Writings are so generally diffused, 
and the knowledge of the eternal truths they contain so universally cul- 
tivatedy the appearance of this Translation we regard as extremely sea- 
sonable and appropriate. No one, we think, will hesitate to] confess 
that the publication of a work, the express object of which is to direct 
the student in his course through the Inspired Volume, is at once auxi* 
liary to the promotion of truer religion, and of inestimable advantage to 
all who are anxious to ascertain the real grounds of their faith... Of tha 
merits of the Translator, it is our pleasing duty to speak In laudatory 
terms. The Notes annexed claim much praise for their Learning, Judg- 
ment, and Ability ; and are replete wlth^evidence of extensive Bibliogra- ' 
phical research. 
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L HE wanner sun the golden bull outran, 

And with the twins made haste to inn* and play ; 
Scattering ten thousand flowVs, anew began 
To paint the world, and piece the length^i^ng day ; 
(The world more aged by new youths accruing) : * , 
Ah, wretched mkn ! this wretched world pursuing,\/ 
Which still grows worse by age, and older by renewing, 

II. 
The 8hepherd-boy9, who with the muses dwell, 

Met in the plain their May^lords new to choose, , 
(For two they yearly choose) to order well 
Their rural sports and year that next ensues : 
Now were they sat, where by the garden walls 
The learned Cam with stealing water crawls. 
And lowly down before that royal temple fall9. 

* To take up temporary abode. So Donne :...<' Inn waj where^ 
fftentiuuance i» hell." 

B 



^. 



2 THE PURI^LE ISLAND. 

a' 

• III. 
Among the rout they take two gentle swains. 

Whose sprouting youth did now but greenly bud ; 
Well could they pipe and sing, but yet their strains 
Were only known unto the silent wood : 

Their nearest blood from self-same fountains flow, 
Their souls self-same in nearer love did grow ; t 
So seem'd twp^joinM te one, or one diq^ia'd in two*. 

Now when the shepherd-lads, with common voice. 

Their first consent hsd firBodhf ratified, 
A gentle boy began to wave their choice ; — 
" Thirsil, saidhe» tho' yet thy muse untried, 
Hath only learnM in private shades to feign 
Soft sighs of love, unto a looser strain ; 
Dr thy poor Thelgon's wrong, in mournful vers^e to. plain ; 

V. 
Yet, since the she{Aevd-8waiM do all eons^t 

To make thee lord of tbem, and of their agrt^ 
And that choice lad, to give a full content, 
Hath joined with thee in oi&ce as in heart ; 
Wake, wake thy long, thy too long sleeping muse, 
And thank them with a song^ as is the usef : 
Such honour thus conferred, thou may'st not well refuse. 

VI. 
Sing what thou list, be it of Cupid's spite, 

(Ah, lovely spite and spiteftil loveliness !) 
Or Gemma's grief, if sadder b$ thy sprite : 
Begin beloted swaii), with good success."— 
<< Ah, said the bashful boy, such wanton toys^ 
A better mind and sacred vow destroys. 
Since in a higher Love, I settled all my joys. V^ 

* The Author speaks here of himself and his brother; who was ajM a P«et» 
f i. e. Castpm. 
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VII. 

But if you deign my ruder pipe to hear^ # 

(Rude pipe, unusM, untuned, unworthy heating) 
These infantile beginnings gently bear, 
Whose best desert and hope must be yout bearing. 
But you, O muses, by soft Camus sitting, 
Your dainty songs unto his murmurs fitting. 
Which bea)r the under-songunto your cheerful ditty ing ;--v. 

VIIL 
Tell me, ye muses, what hath former ages. 

Now left succeeding times to play upon ? . y Y 

And what remains unthought of by Chose sages, „^>^^ 

Where a new miise may try her pinion ? ^ ** 

What lightening heroes, like great Peleus' heit >A<^1 % 
Darting his beams thr6* our hard fro2en air. 
May stir up gentle heat, and virtue's wane repair ? 

IX. 
Who knows not Jason ? or bold Tiphys' hand,* 

That durst unite what nature's self wbuld part ? 
He makes isles continent, and all one land ; 

O'er seas, as earth, he marched with dang^ous art : 
He rides the white-mouthM waves, and scometh aU 
Those thousand deaths tnde gaping for his fall : 
Hfe death defies, fencM tvith a thin, low, wooden trail. 

X. 
Who has not often read Troys twice sung fires, 

And at the second time twice better sung? 
Who hath not heard th' Arcadian shepherdess quires. 
Which now have gladly changed their native tongue ; 
And sitting by slow Mmcius, sport their fill. 
With sweeter voice and never equalPd skfll, 
C/hanting their amorous lays unto a'Roman qtdllf ? ^ 

* Tipbys was pilot of the vessel which oonveyed Jason to Colqlus* 
•f Minoius, arirer^f Mftntua> Vir jail's l>irtti«pli^e. 
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XI. 

And thQU^ choice wit! love's scholar, and lore's master^ 

Art known to all, where love himself is known* i 
Whether thou bidd'st Ulysses hie him faster ; 
Or dost thy fault and- distant exile moan : 
Who hath not seen upon the tragic stage. 
Dire Atreus feast, and wrongM Medea rage. 
Marching in tragic state, and buskin'd equipage I 

XII. 
Andlipw of late f th'Italian fisher-swain 

Sits on the shore to watch his trembling linej^ 
There teaches rocks and prouder seas to plain 
By Nesis fair, and fairer Mergiline : 

Whilst his thin net, upon his oars entwin'd, 
With wanton strife catches the sun and wind ; 
Which still do slip away, and still remain behind. 

xiii. 

And that jFrench muse's eagle eye and wing, ^ 

Hath soar'd to heav'n, and there hath learnM the art 
To frame angelic strains, and canzons sing ; 
Too high and deep for any shallow heart. 
Ah, blessed soul ! ii^ those celestial rays. 
Which gave thee light, these lower works to^laze, 
Thou sit'st imparadisM, and chant' st eternal lays. 

XIV. 
Thrice happy wits ! which in the springing May, 
Warm'd with the sun of lyell deserved favours, 
Disclose your buds, and your fair blooms display. 
Perfume the air with your rich fragrant savours \ 
Nor may, no,r ever shall, those honour'd fiow'rs 
Be 8p9il'd by summer's heat, or winter's show'rs. 
But last, when time shall have decay'd the proudest to w'rs.. 
« Ovid. f S»^oa^r^ % Barta^. 
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XV. 
Happy, thrice happy days in silver age ! 

When generous plants adrancM their lofty crest; 
When honour stoopM to be leamM wisdom's page ; 
When baser weeds starv'd in their frozen nest ; 
When th' highest flying muse still higher climbs ; v 
And virtue's rise, keeps down all rising crimes : 
Happy, thrice happy age! happy, thrice happy times 1 

XVI. 
But wretched we, to whom these iron days, / 
» Hard days ! afford no matter, nor reward : V 
Sings Maro ? Men deride high Maro's lays. 
Their hearts with steel, with lead their sense is barrM. 
Sings Linus, or his father*, as he uses ? 
Our Midas' ears their well tun'd verse refuses ; 
Ah what cares he for arts ! he mocks at sacred museii. 

XVII. 
But if fond Bavins vent his clouted song ; 

Or Moevius chant his thoughts in brothel charm ; 
The witless vulgar, in a numerous throng, 

Like summer-flies about their dunghill swarm : 
They sneer, they grin : — * Like to his like will movh.^ 
Yet never let them greater mischief prove 
Than this, Who hates not one, may he the other Iovq ! 

XVIII. 
Witness our Colinf ; whom tho* all the graces, \ 

And all the muses nurs'd ; whose well taught sonff, 
Parnassus' self, and Glorian embraces, \ 

And all the learn' d, and all the shepherd thrbng; \ 
Yet all his hopes were cross' d, all suits denied ; \ 
Discourag'd, scorn'd, his writings vilified : * 

Distrest alas ! he liv'd ; distrest alas ! he di#d. 
* i& polio. f Spcnter. 
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XIX. 

'And had not that ^eat Hart, whose honourM head . 

Now lies full low, pitied thy woeful plight ; 
There had'st thou lain unwept^ unburied, 
UublessM, nor gracM with any common rite : 
Yet shalt thou live when thy great foe shall sink ; 
Beneath his mountain tomb, whose fame shall stink $ 
And time his blacker name shall blur with blackest ink. 

XX. ' 
O let th' Iambic muse revenge that wrong, 

Which cannot slumber in thy sheets of lead : 
Let thy abused honoUr cry as long 

As there are quills to write, or eyes to read : 
On his rank name let thine own voice be tornM^ 
^^ O may thai man that hath the mu9es scomCd^ 
<^ Alite ordeady benever of amtMe adorned ^i'^* 

XXI. 
Oft therefore have I chid my tender muse ; 

Oft my chill breast beats off her flutt'ring wing : 
Yet when new spring her gentle rays infuse. 
All storms are laid, again I rise and sing : 
At length soft fires dispersM in every vein, 
Yield open passage to the thronging train. 
And swelling nutpber^s tide rolls like the sur^ng main, 

XXII. 
So where fair Thames, and crooked Isis' son. 

Pays tribute to his king, — ^the mantling stream, 
EncounterM by the tide now rushing on 
With equal force, of 's way doth doubtful seem ; 
At length the full-grown sea, and water^s king 
Chides the bold waves with hollow murmuring : 
Back fly the streanis to shroud them in their mother-spring. 

♦ AciUtiop from Spenser's Poem " The Ruioes of Time j"... and giippo|ed 
to allude to Cecily Lord Burleigk. 
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XXIII. 

Yet thou harmonious muse, why should'st thou droop. 

That every vulgar ear thy music scorns ? 
Nor can they rise, nor thou so low canst stoop ; 
No seed of heaven takes root in mud or thorns. 
^ When owls or crows, imping their flaggy wing 

With thy stoFn plumes, their notes thro* th* air would 
fling; 
Oh shame ! they howl and croak, whilst fond tiiey strain to sing. 

XXIV. 
Enough for thee in heav'n to build thy nest ; 

Far be dull thoughts of winning earthly praise ; 
Sinough, if kings enthrone thee in their breast; 
And crown their golden crowns with higher bays : 
Enough that those who wear the crown of kings, 
Great IsraeVs princes ! strike thy sweetest strings : 
Heaven^s dove when highest he flies, flies with thy heavenly 
wings. 

XXV. 

Let others trust the seas, dare death and hell. 

Search either Ind, vaunt of their scars and- wounds 
Let others their dear breath, nay, silence, sell 

To fools ; and swoFn, not rich, stretch out their bounds 
By spoiling those that live, and wronging dead; 
That they may drink in pearl, and couch their head 
In soft, but sleepless down ; in rich, but restless bed : 

XXVI. 
O let them in their gold quaff dropsies down! 

O let them surfeits feast in silver bright ! 
Whilst sugar hires the taste the brain to drown. 
And l^bes of sauce corrupt false appetite. 

Its master's rest, health, heart, life, soul, to sell : 
Thus plenty, fulness, sickness, ring their knell, ' 
P^ath weds and beds them ^ first in grave, and then in hell. 
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XXVII. 

But ah ! let id« under some Kentish hill. 

Near rolling Medway 'mongst nay shepherd.peers. 
With fearless merry-make, and piping still. 
Securely pass my few and slow-pac'd years : 
While yet the great Augustus* of our nation. 
Shuts up old Janus in this long cessation, 
Strengthening our pleasing ease, and gires us sure 
vacation. 

XXVIII. 
There may I, master of a little flock, 

Feed my poor lambs, and often change their fare, 
My loTely mate shall tend my sparing stock. 
And nurse my little ones with pleasing care; 
Whose loTe and look, shall speak their father plain : 
Health be my feast, heayen hope, content my gain ; 
So in my little house, my lesser heart shall reign. 

XXIX. 
The beech shall yield a cool safe canopy, 

While down I sit, and chant to th' echoing wood : 
Ah, singing might I live, and singing die ! 
So by fair Thames, or silver Medway's flood. 
The dying swan, when years her temples pierce. 
In music's strains breathes out her life and verse. 
And chanting her own dirge, rides on her wat'ry hearse> 

XXX. 
What need I t^en to seek a patron out; 
Or beg a favour from a mistress' eye. 
To fence my song against the vulgar rout ; 
Or shine upon me with her Gemini? 
What care I, if they praise my slender song ? 
Or heed I, if they do me right or wrong ? 
A shepherd's bliss nor stands nor falls with every tongue» 

* Jaaes I. 
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XXXI. 

Great Prince of shepherds ! than thy heavens mote high, 

Low as our earth, here serving, ruling there ; 
Who taught' st our death to live, thy life to die ; 
Who, when we broke thy bonds, our bonds wouldst bear; 
Who reignedst in thy Heaven, yet felt'st our Hell ; 
Who (God) bought' St man, whomman (tho'God's) did sell, 
Who in our flesh, our graves, and worse, our hearts wouldst 
dwell : 

XXXII. 
Great Prince of shepherds ! thou who late didst deign 

To lodge thyself within this wretched breast ; 
Most wretched breast, such guest to entertain^ 
Yet oh most happy lodge in such a guest ! 
Thou First and Last, inspire thy sacred skill ; \ 
Guide thou my hand, grace thou my artless quill ; ] 
So shall I first begin, so last shall end thy will. 

XXXIII. 
Hark then, ah, hark ! ye gentle shepherd crew ; 

An ISLE I fain would ^ing, an island fair ; 
A place too seldom viewed, yet still in view; 
Near as oui*selves, yet farthest from our care ; 
Which we by leaving find, by seeking lost ; 
A foreign home ; a strange, tho^ native coast i 
Most obvious to all, yet most unknown to most. 

XXXIV- 
Ooeval with the world in her nativity ; 

Which tho' it now hath passed thro' many ages, 
And still retains a Aatural proclivity 

To ruin, compass'd with a thousand rages 

Of foe-men's spite, which still this island tosses : 
Yet ever grows more prosp'rous by her crosses, 
By withering; springing fresh, and rich by often losses/ 

C 
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XXXV. 

Vain meti ! too fondly wise, who plough the ^easr^ 

With dangVous pains another earth to find ; 
Adding new T^orlds to th' old, and scorning ease, 
The earth^s vast limits daily more unbind I 
The aged world though now it falling shows^ 
And hastes to set, yet still in dying grows : 
I Whole lives are spent to win, what one death hour must 
lose. 

XXXVI. 
How likens the world unto a tragic stage ! 

Where every changing scene the actors change ; 
Some, subject, crouch and fawn ; some reign and rage ; 
And new strange plots, bring scenes as new and strange, 

Till most are slain ; the rest their parts hav« done. 
' So here, some laugh and play, some weep and groan^ 
Till all put off their robes ; and stage and actors gone. 

XXXVII. 
Yet this fair isle, scited so nearly near. 

That from our sides, nor place, nor time may sever ; 
Though to yourselves, yourselves are not more dear. 
Yet with strange carelessness you travel never : 
Thus while yourselves and native home forgetting, 
You search for distant worlds, with needless sweating. 
You never find yourselves ; so lose ye more by getting. 

XXXVIII. 
When Ihat or£at Pow^r, that All, far more than all, 
(When now his time foreset was fully come) 
^ Brought into act this indigested ball. 

Which in himself, till then had only room ; 
He labourM not, nor suffer'd pain or ill; 
But bid each kind, their several places fill : 
He bid and they obeyM, their action was his will. 
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XXXIX. 

Forth sprang the light, and spread his cheerful rayt 

Thro' all the chaos ; darkness headlong fell, 
Frighten'd with sudden beams, and new-born days ; 
And plunged her ugly head in deepest Hell: 
Not that he meant to help his feeble sight 
To frame the rest ; he made the day, of night : 
AH else but darkness; he thetrue^ the only light. 

XL. 
Fire, water, earth, and air that fiercely strove 

His SOVEREIGN HAND in strong alliance tied. 
Binding their deadly hate in constant love : ^ ^ 

So that Great Wisdom tempered all their pride, / X"^ 

Commanding strife and love shouM .never cease ;'^ 
That by their peaceful fight, and fighting peace. 
The world might die to live, and lessen to increaise. 

XLI. 
Now when the first week's life was almost spent ; 

And this world built, and richly furnished ; 
To store Heaven's courts, and steer Earth's regiment, ' 
He cast to frame an isle, the heart and head 
Of all his works, compos'd with curious art ; 
Which like an index briefly should impart 
The sum of all ; the whole, yet of the whole a part. 

XLII. 
That Trine-One with himself, in council sits. 

And purple dust takes from the new-born earth ; 
Part circular, and part triang'lar fits ; 
Endows it largely at the unborn birth ; 

Deputes his favourite viceroy ; doth invest 
With aptness thereunto, as seem'd him best; 
And lov'd it more than all, and more than all it bless'd. 



V 
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XLIII 

Then placM it in the calm pacific seas, 

And bid nor waves nor troublous winds/ offend it j 
Then peopled it with subjects apt to please 
So wise a prince, made able to defend it 
Against all outward force, or inward spite : 
Him framing like himself, all shining bright ; 
A little living Sun, son of the living light. 

XLIV. 
Nor made he this like other isles ; but gave it 

Vigour, sense, reason, and a perfect motion, 
To move itself whither itself would have it. 
And know what falls within the verge of notion : 
No time might change it, but as ages went, 
So still returned ; still spending, never spent ; 
More rising in their fall, more rich in detrimc 

XLV. 
So once the *cradle of that double light. 

Whereof one rules the night, the other day ; 
Till sad Latona, flying Juno's spite. 
Her double burthen there did safely lay, ^ 
Nor rooted yet, in every sea was roving. 
With every wave, and every wind removing ; 
But since, to those fair twins hath left her ever moving. 

XLVI. 
Look as a scholar, who doth closely gather 
Many large volumes in a narrow place ; 
So that GREAT Wisdom, all this all together, 
Confin'd unto this island's little space ; 
And being one, soon into two he frain'd it ; 
And now made two, to one again reclaimed it ; 
The little Isle of Man, or Purple Island nam'd it. 

♦ Delos, the birth-place of Apollo awd Diana : so called from, ^n\og^ 
l>ecause when Latona their mother was persecuted by the Python, it suddenly 
infide its appearance in the sea, and afforded her the asylum she sought. ' 
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XLVII. 

Thrice happy was the world's first infancy, 

Nor knowing yet, nor curious, ill to know ; 
Joy without grief, love without jealousy .; 

None felt hard labour, or the sweating plough : 
The willing earth brought tribute to her king ; 
Bacchus unborn lay hidden in the cling 
Of big swoU'n grapes ; their drink was every silver spring, 

XLVIII. 
Of all the winds there was no difference. 

None knew mild Zephyrs from cold Eurus' mouth ; 
Nor Orithya's lover's violence 

Distinguish' d from the ever dropping south :* 
But either gentle west winds reign' d alone. 
Or else no wind, or harmful wind was none ; 
But one wind was in all, and all the winds in one. 

XLIX. 
None knew the sea ; oh, blessed ignorance ! 

None nam'd the stars, the north car's constant race, 
Taurus' bright horns, or Fished' happy chance : 
Astrea yet chang'd not her name or place ; 

Her ev'n-pois'd balance, Heav'n yet never tried : 
None sought new coasts, nor foreign lands descried ^ 
But in their own they liv'd, and in their own they died* 

But ah! what liveth long ip happiness? 
Grief, of a heavy nature, steady lies. 
And cannot be remov'd for weightiness ; 
But joy, of lighter presence, eas'ly flies, 
And seldom comes, and soon away will go : 
Some secret pow'r here all things orders so, 
Th^t for a sunshine day, follows an age of woe. 

* Orithya, the daughter of Erechtheus, king of Athens, loved and Carried 
^way by Boreas. 
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LI. 

Witness this glorious isle ; which, not content 

To be confined in bounds of happiness. 
Would try whatever is in the continent ; 
And seek out ill, and search for wretchedness. V 
Ah, fond, to seek what then was in thy will, 
. That needs no curious search ; 'tis next us stilL 
'Tis grief to know of grief, and ill to know of ill. 

LIL 
That old sly Serpent (sly, but spiteful more) 

Vex'd with the glory of this happy isle. 
Allured it subtly from the peaceful shore ; 

And with fair painte4 lies and coloured guile, 
Drenched in dead seas, whose dark streams full of fright,' 
Empty their sulphur waves in endless night ; 
Where thousand deaths and hells, torment the damned 
sprite. 

LIII. 
So when a fisher-swain by chance hath spied 

A bigrgrown pike pursue the lesser fry, 
He sits a withy labyrinth besid(e. 

And with fair baits allures his nimble eye ; 
Which he invading with out-stretched fin, 
AUsuddejily is compassM with the gin ; 
Where there is no way out, but easy passage in. 

LIV. 
That deathful lake, hath these three properties ; 

No turning path, or issue thence is found : 
The captive never dead, yet ever dies ; 

It endless sinks, yet never comes to ground : 

Hell's self is pictur'd in that brimstone wave ; . 

For what retireth from that hellish grave ? 
Or who can end in death, where deaths no ending have ? 
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LV. 

For ever had this isle in that dire pit, 

With cureless grief, and endless error strayM; 
Where fire and brimstone had tormented it ; 

Had not the king, ivhose laws he, fool ! betrayed, 
Unsnarled that chain, then firm that lake secured ; 
For which ten thousand tortures he endured : 
So hard was this lost isle, so hard to be recurM 

LVI. 
O thou deep Well of life, wide stream of love. 

More deep, more wide, than widest, deepest' seas ! 
Who, dying, death to endless death didst prove. 
To work this wilful rebel island's ease ; 
Thy love no time began, no time decays ; 
But still increaseth with decreasing days : 
Where then may we begin, where may we end thy praise ? 

LVIL 
My callow wing, that newly left the nest, 

How can it make so high a tow'ring flight ? 
O depth without a depth ! in humble breast, 
.With praises I admire so wondrous height : 

But thou my sister Muse*, may^st well go highV, 
And ^nd thy flight ; ne*er may thy pinions tire i 
Thereto may he his grace, and gentle heat aspire,^ 

LVIII. 
Then let me end my easier taken story, 

And sing this island's new recover'd seat :-r- 
But see, the eye of noon, its brightest glory, 
Teaching great men, is ne'er so little, great ; 
Our panting flocks retire into the glade ; 
They crouch, and close to th' earth their horns have laid r 
Screen we our scorched heads in that thick beech's shade. 

^ Alludinjf to bis brother aod his poem entitled << Christ's Victory mnd 

Triumpk," 
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I. 
JJECLINING Phcebus, as he larger groWs, 

Taxing proud folly gentler waxcth still ; 
Never less fierce, than when he greatest shows : — 
When Thirsil on a gently rising hill 
Where all his flock he round might feeding view, 
Sits down, and circled with a loVely creW 
Of nymphs and shepherd-boys, thus 'gan his song renew-^ 

n. 

, Now was this isle puU'd from that horrid main, 
jy Which bears the fearful looks and name of Death ; 
And settled new with blood and dreadful pain 
By Him who twice had giv'n, once forfeit, breath : 
A baser state than what was first assignM ; 
Wherein, to curb the too aspiring mind. 
The better things wer^ lost, the worst were left behind : 

! III. 

That glorious image o^ himself was razM ; 

Ah ! scarce the place of that best part we find : 
And that bright sun-like knowledge much defacM ^ 
Only some twinkling stars remain behind : 
Then mortal made ; yet as one fainting dies. 
Two other in its place succeeding rise ; 
And drooping stock with branches fresh immortalize, 

IV. 
Sp that lone *bird, in fruitful Arabic, 

When now her strength, and waning life decays. 
Upon some airy rock, or mountain high, 
In spicy bed (fir*d by new Phcebus' rays) 

• The PhoQDiz* 
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llerself, an^ all ber crooked stge consumes :' 
Straight from the ashes, and thode rich perfumed, 
A new born Phcenix flies, and widonv'd place resumes. 

tt grounded lies upon a sure ^foundation, \ 

Compact and hard ; ivhose matter, cold and dry^ 
To marble turns in strongest congelation ; 
FramM of fat earth, which fires together tie, 
Thrdugh all the Isle and every part ^xtentf , 
To give just form to ev'ry teginient^ i 
Imparting to each part due strength and Establishment. 

VI, 
Whose looser ends arcl ^Ifew'd with brother earth§, 
. Of nature like, and df a neat felsttion i 
Of self-same parents both, at self-same birth ^ 

Thai oft itself stands for a good foundation || : 
,' Both thes^ a third doth solder fast, aiid bind^ ; 

Softer than both, yet of the self-same kind ; 
All instrumentl^ of motion, in oiie league combinM. 

VII. 
Upon this base*^ a curious work is raisM^ ' 

Like undivided brick,, entire and one, 
Tho' soft, yet lasting^, with just balance paisMff ^ 
Distributed with due proportion : 

^ Namelfy the Bones. 

f i. e. Extended It is to used by Spenser. 

{ i e. Region. 

§ Annexed totkoB^nes are the Cartilages, white, flexible, and smooth, 
which them8elVe.<( oss'fy in process of time. 

II Some of them sustain and uphold certain parts. 

^ These are fastened together by a kind of cartilages called Ligaments^ 

^* Upon the' bonfs, as the foundation, reposes the ^esh, soft, ruddy, and 
covered with the common membrane or skin. 

ff i. e. Poised. So Spenser; 

D 
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And that the rougher frame might lurk unseeo, ^ 
AU fair is hung with coverings slight ^d thin i 
Which partly hide it all, yet all is partjy seei^ 

VIII. 
As when a virgin her snow-circled breast 

Displaying hides, and hiding sweet displays; * 
The greater segments eoTer'd, and the rest 
The vail transparent willingly betrays ; 

Thus takes and gives, thus lends and borrows light : ' 
Lest eyes should surfeit with too greedy sight. 
Transparent lawns with-bold, more to increase delight* . 

IX. 
Nor is 'there any part in all this )and. 

But is a little isle : for thousand brooks* 
In azure channels glide on silver sand ; . 
Their serpent windings, and deceiTing crooks, 
Circling about, and waf ring all the plain. 
Empty themselves into th' aU-drinking main ; 
And creeping forward slide, but ne'er return againf* 

Three dififrent streams, fr(»n fountains different^ 

Neither in nature nor in shape agreeing, 
(Yet each with other, fri^dly ever^ went) 
Give to this Isle its fruitfulness and being : 
The first in single channels ]:sky-like blue. 
With luke-warm waters dyM in porphry hue^ 
'Sprinkle this crimson Isle, with purple colourM dew. 

* Tht whole body is watered, as it were, with great plenty of riven 5 
namely, the veins, aiterie^ and nerves. 

f This was the universally received opinion, before Dr* Harvey mad^ 
known his g:reat discovery of the circulation of the blood. 

X A vein is a hollow canalj^ which receives the blood from the artery, and< 
cenveys it ba«k to the heart. 



XI. 

The * next, tbaugh fromtiie same sprufs &x9t it riM^ 

Yet passings throi|g}i anptber greater fonnteiii^. 
Doth lose his former name and qualities : 
Through many a dale it flows, and maa; a moiAitain; 
More fiery light, andin^edfiil m^ore than all ^ 
And therefore feneed.with a double wall ; 
All froths his.ydlpw atreanis, witii many a sadden fall. 

XH. ^ 
The flast, in all things differing frooi the iM^, 

Fall from fiooi hill^ and eloae together ge^ 
Embracing as they run ; cBch with his l^other 
Guarded with double trenches sure ihey flow : 
The coldest spring,' yet natttie. best they haTo; 
And like the lacteal stones whicli Hemttm pa¥e; 
31ide dawn tpe^'ry part wiHi their thkk miOfty waiNC 

XIII. 
These with a thousand |streams tlurdu^ th^ Island rovinf^ 

Qring tribute in ; the first gives nouririunent. 
Next life, last sense, and arbitrary moYing : . 

For when the prince hath now his mandate' sent, - * 
The nimble posts quick down the river ran, 
And end their journey, though but now begun ^ 
But now the mandate came,, and now the mandate's donew 

* An artery is a hollow canal« comppsed of fibres twisted together, whiob 
conveys the blood from the cavity of the heart to all the parts of the body* 

f A«ierre1sa whitish, round, slender body, arising from the^braioj which 
is supposed to convey the animal spirits to all parts of the body. 

j: That. is, the veins convey the nourishment; the artery* life aad heat; 
the nerves, sense and motion^ tlte will commands, and the inandAte is <Xf- 
cuted almost in an instant. 
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XIV. 

The whole i«le, parted in three regiments^. 

By three metropolis's jointly sway'd ; 
Ordering in peace and war their goyernments. 
With loTing concord, and with mutual aid : 
The lowest hath the worst, but largest see ; 
The middle less, of greater dignity : 
The highest least, bu4 holds the greatest sovereignty, 

XV. 
Deep in a vale doth that first province lie, 

With many a city grac'd, and fairly town'd ; 
And for a fence from foreign enmity. 

With five strong Ibuilded wallsf eneompassM round 5 . 
Which my rude pencil will in limning stain ; . 

A work, more cmrious than which poets feign v 
Keptune and PhcBbus built, and pulled down again]:. 

xyi. 

Xbe first of these, is that round spreading fence^. 

Which like a sea, girts th^ Isle in every part ; 
Of fairest building, quick, and nimble sense, 
Of common matter, fram- d with special art \ 
Of middle temper, outwardest of all. 
To warn of ev'ry chance that may befall ! 
The same, a fence and spy ; a watchman and a wall. 

i 

• * The whole body may be parted into threp re^^ons : the lowest, or belly j 
the middle, or breast 3 the highest, or head. In the lowest the liver is sove- 
reign, whose region is the widest, but meauest. In the middle, the heart 
ii^igns. The braip obtains the highest pUce, and is thp least in compass, 
but the greatest in dignity. 
f The skin, the fat, the fleshy panicle, the muscles, and the Peritonoeum, 
X Neptune and Phoebus are related to have built the walls of Troy. 
^ The skin covers almost the whole body, and is formed of whitish fibrtesi^ 
intermixed with uumb^tesf branches of serves, veins, ax)d arteries, * 
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XVII. 

His native beauty is a lily ivfaite^ ; 

Which still some other colourM stream iiifeotetli» 
Least like itself; ¥rkh divers stainiags dight, 
The invirajrd disposition it detectcfth: 
If white, it argues wet; if purple, fire; 
If black, a heavy cheer, and fixM desire ; 
Youthful and blithe, if suited in a rosy tire. 

XVIII. 
It covert stands with silken flourishingf^ 
Which as it oft decays, renews again. 
The other^s sense and beauty perfecting ; 

Which else would feel, but with unusual pain : 
Whose pleasing sweetness, and resplendent shint, 
Soft'ning the wanton touch, and wand'ring eyn, 
Dnth oft the fPrince himself with witchVies undermine. 

XIX. 
The second §rampier*s of a softer matter, 
Made by the purple rivers overflowing : 
Whose airy wave and swelling waters, fatter, 
(For want of heat, congeaFd,) and thicker growing. 
The wandering heat||, Which quiet ne*er subsisteth 
Sends back again to what confine it listeth ; 
And outward enemies by yielding, most resisteth. 

* The native colour of the skin is white, but (as Hippocrates) it is.chaBgred into 
the colour of the predominant humour. Where melancholy abounds^ it is dark ; 
where phlegm, it is white an^ pale ^ where chbler reigns, it is red and fiery,&c. 
' *!• The cuticle or scarf-skin, is an extremely thin and transparent membrane^ 
void of sense, and covering the skin all over. It consists of several layers of 
exceeding small scales, which cover one anothet. 

X The mind. 

§ The fat is a whitish» oilysabstance, void of sense, is secreted from the bl«od, 
and lodged in small, oval> membranoa^ bags, which shoot out of the arteries. 

n The fat increases in Ward heat, by keeping it from outward parts ; arili 
defends the parts subject to it from braises. 
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XX 

The ^third more inward, firmer than Ihe be»ty 

May aeem ai iM^ but thUd^ buiM^ .andrriight ; 
But yet of more defene^than all the rest ; 
Of thick and stubborn wbirteQce atrmi^y dight 
These three (three comiQav fences rwiid impile) 
This regiqa^t* aqd ail the other Isle; 
And saving inw^id frie^ds^ tb^r onward ibea begnile* 

Beside these thre^ •• twof mwe^ appropriate g^arda^ 
With constant watch eowpasa this goiFernmeat : 
The first eight companies in several wards» 
(To each his station in ttw regiment) 
On each side, four eontiaual watek obsefve^ 
And under one gneat ciq).tain jomtly/serYe ; 
Two fore-right standi imo crosa» and four obliquely 
swerve. 

XXII. 
The |other framMof oommbn matter^ all 

This lower region girts with stIMmg delenoe ; 

Uore long than round, with double-builded wall^ 

Though single often seems tP sHghter sense ; 

With many ^tes; whose stvangest properties 

Protect this coast Jrom all conspiraoiea ; 

Admitting welcome friends, excluding ^lemies. 



* Tlte fleshy panicle, is a memt^nine yery thick, sinewy, InternroTcn witH 
little reinif and lies jast under tlie fat. 

f 1 he proper parts infolding this lowef regJoA, are two ; the first, the mus- 
cles of the belly, which are eight ; four side-long, two right, and two across. 

X The Peritoneum (called the rim of the bell^) is a thin membrane, taking 
Ha name from compassing the bowels; round, but longer; every wbei^ 
Hoiible, yet so thin that it seems but single^ 
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XXIII. 

Between, this fencers double-walled sides*. 

Four slendet brooks run softly o^er tbe lea ; 
The first is callM the nurse, and rising slides 
From this low region's metropolie : ' 

Two from'th' beart^oity bead their sileat pace ; 
The« third from urine^lake with waters base, 
In the fallantoid sea empties his flowing race* 

XXIV. 
Down in a t^ale where these two parted waUa . 
•Differ from eaeb with wide distending space. 
Into a lake the urine river falls. 
Which at the §Nephros hill begins his race: 
Crooking his banks he often runs astray, 
Xiest his ill streams might backward find a way r 
Thereto, some say, was built a curioua framed bay. 

XXV. 
The urine-lake S drinking his colourM brook^ 

By little swells, and fills his stretching sides?: 
But when the stream the brink 'gins overlook, 
A sturdy groom empties the swelling tides ; 

^ The double tunicle of the rim, is parted into a large space, that with a 
double wall it might fence the bladder, where the vessels of the narel are 
^ntained. These are fonr, first the narse, 'which is a vein nourishing tb« 
i&fant in the Womb ; second, two arteries, ia which the infant breathes ; the 
Amrth, the Ourachos, a pipe wherebj (Whilst the child is in the womb) the 
arine is carried into the allantoid. 

f A membrane receiving sweat and urinew 
- % 1*^^ passages carryings the urine from the kidaeyt le the bladder* 

§ Nephros — Greek (o Nc^pof) the kidneys. 

il The bladder is composed of three coats ; the first Is an extension of the 
Peritoneum : the second consists of muscular fibres { the third is both glandu<- 
leus and nervous, and fuU of wriaUeSj^ that it may be'capahta of oeviractaoB 
a«d dilatation. 
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Sphincter* some call ; who, if he loosed bey 
Or stiff with cold, out flows the senseless sea,* 
And rushing unawares, covers the drowned lea. 

XXVI. 
From thence with blinder passage (flying name) 
These noisome streams a secret pipe cotiTeys ; 
Which though we term the hidden parts of shame,' 
Yet for the skill deserves no lessei praise 
Than they, to which we honourM names impart. 
O, POWERFUL WISDOM ! with whdt wondVous art 
Mad'st thou the best, who thus hast framM the vilest.pai^^ 

XXVII. 
Six tgoodly cities, built with suburbs rounds 

Do fair adorn this lower region ; 
The first :|:Koilia, whose extremest bound 
On this side's bordered by the Splenion§, 
On that by sovereign Hepar's|| large commands^ 
The merry Diazome^ above it stands. 
To both these join'd in league, and never failing bands. 

' * .A name common to several muscles, which bind, strengthen* or draw 
together any part. Its glands separate- a slimy matter, which defends the 
bladder from the acrimony of the urine. The involuntary emission of this, 
i» prevented by a small muscle, which goes round the neck of the bladder. 

f Besides the bladder there are six special parts contained in this lowe^ 
r^on; the liver, the stomach, and the guts; the gall, the spleen or milt> 
the kidneys and parts for genecation. 

X The stomach (or Knlia KoiXm fi) is the first in order though not in di|^* 
nity, whieh is long and round, made to receive aud concoct the mtat, end 
to perfect the chyle. 

r Splenion, the spleen from o ^ic9aiu. 

U Hepar, the liver, from ts Hmi|. 

1 tiazomej^ from, n AMp^tf/Ma. 
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XXtlll. 

The form (as when with breath the bag-pipes rise 

And swell) round wise, and long, yet long- wise more, 
Framed to the most capacious figure*s gnise ; 
For 'tis the Island's gamer; here its store 

Lies treasured up, which, well prepar'd, it ^ends 
J^y secret path that to th' arch-city bends ; 
Which, making it more fit, to all the Isle extends. 

XXIX. 
Far hence at foot of rocky Cephal's hills, , 

This city's *steward dwells in vaulted stone ; 
And twice a day Koilia's store-house fills 
With certain rent and due provision : 
Aloft he fitly dwells in arched cave. 
Which to describe I better time shall have, 
When that fair mount I sing, and his white curdy wave. 

XXX. 
At that cave's mouth, twice sixteen porters fstand^ 

Receivers of the customary rent ; 
On each Side, four, (the foremost of the band) 
Whose ofiice to divide what in is sent ; 

Straight other four break it in pieces small ; 
And at each hand twice five, which grinding all, 
J!it it for convoy arid this city's arsenal. 

* Giigtad, the taste, is the cftterer> or stewat^ to the sfcomachy wbinh ha» 
its place ia Cephal; that 10 the head. The surface of the tongue 
is filled with small Papilioft which are no other than fine ramifications of 
the gustatory nerve ; these are variously moved by cbe paiticies of meat and 
drink ; and this motion being by that nerve transmitted to the brain, that per- 
ception arises which we style tasting.' 

f In each jaw^ are sixteen teeth> four cutters, two dog-teeth or breakers^ 
and ten grinders. 

E ' 
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XXXL 

From thence a *groom of wondrous Yolubility 

Delivers all unto near officers, 
Of nature like himself and like agility; 
At each Ade four, that are the gOYernors, 
To see the victuals shippM at fittest tide ; 
Which straight from thence with prosperous channel 
slide, 
And in Koilia^s port with nimble oars glide. 

XXXII. 
The fliaven, framM with wondrous sense and art^ 

Opens itself to all that entrance seek ; 
Yet if ought back would turn, and thence depart. 
With thousand wrinkles shuts the ready creek : 
But when the rent is slack, it rages rife|. 
And mutinies in itself with civil strife : 
Wheretb §a little groom eggs it with sharpest knife. 

XXXIII. 
Below II dwells in this city's market-place. 
The island's common cook, Concoction; 
Common to all, therefore in middle space 
Is quartered fit in just proportion ; 

* The toDgue with great agility delivers up the meat well chewed, t& the 
instruments of swallowing, (eight serving to this purpose,) which instantly 
send the meat into the stomach. 

f The upper mouth of the stomach hath little veins^ or chrcnlar striogs. 
to shut in the meat, and keep it from returning. 

X Rifey Frequently : so Spenser. 

S A shoft vessel^ which sending in a melaucholy humour, sharpens the 
appetite. 

II In the hottom of the stomach which is placed ia the midst of the 
belly 19 eonooctioii perfonaed* 
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Whence never from his labour he retires ; 
No rest he asks, or better change requires : 
Both night and day he works, ne*er sleeps nor «leep 
desires. 

XXXIV. 
That ^heat, which in his furnace ever fumeth, 

Is nothing like to our hot parching fire^ 
Which all consuming, self at length consiimeth ; 
But moistening flames a gentle heat inspire. 
Which sure some inborn neighbour to him lendeth ; 
' And oft the bordMng coast fit fuel sendeth, 
And oft the rising fume, which down agsdn desoe^deth^ 

XXXV. 
Like io a pot, where under hovering 

Divided flames the iron sides entwining, 
Above is stoppM with close lid covering, 
E^dialing fumes to narrow straits confining ; 
So doubling beat, his duty doubly speedeth : 
Such is the fire concoction^s vessel needeth, 
Who daily all the Isle with fit provision feedeth- 

XXXVI. 
There many a groom, the busy cook attends 

In under ofiices and several place ; 
This gathers up the scum, and thence it sends 
To be cast out ; another, liquors base ; 
Another garbage, which the kitchen cloys ; 
And divers filth, whose scent the place annoys, 
By divers secret ways in under sinks convoys. 

* The concoction of meats in the stomadh, is perfected as by an 
innate property and special rirtue; as well as by the outward beat of a^^ 
joining paT|f(. 
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XXXVIl. 

Therefore a secopd *poT4, is sidelong fram'd^T , 

To let out what unsavory re^iaias ; 
There sits a needful groom, the porter nam'd. 
Which soon the full-g^qwn kitchen cleanly drains, 
By divers pipes with hundred turnings giring^ 
Lest that the food/ too speedily retiring. 
Should whet the appetite, still c)6y'd and still desiring. 

XXXYHI. 
So E^isictiion^ fir'd (as ine^ do say) 

With hungry rage, ne'e^ fe4, though ever feeding ; 
Ten -thousand dishes serv'd in- ev*ry day, 

Yet still ten thousand thousand dishes needing; 
In vain his daughter huBdred shapes assumed: 
A whole camp's meat he iji his gorge inhumM ; 
And all consum'd^ his hunger yet was unconsum'df. 

XXXIX. 
Such would the state of this whole Island be. 

If those pipes' windings (passage quick delaying) 
Should not refraiu too much edacity, 

With longer stay fierce appetite allaying. 

These tpipes are seven-fold longer than the Isle, 
Yet all are folded in a little pile, 
Whereof tjw^e noble are,, and thin ; three thick, and 
vile. 

* The lower orifice, or mouth of the stomach, is not placed at the v-cry 
bottom, but at the side, and is called the Janitor (or porter) as sending out 
the food now concocted, through the entrails, which are knotty and full of 
windirgs, lest the meat too suddenly passing through the body, should make 
jt too subject to appetite and greediness. 

f See Ovid. Metam. 8. Fab. 18. 

J The entrails when dried and blown, are seven times longer than the body* 
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XL. 

The *first is narvem'it^ and dowu-rig^ht ddth lodkj 

Lest that his charge dis<;har^'d^ might beick teti^e ; 
And by the way takes in a l^itter brook. 

That when the channePs stopt with stifling mire, 
Through th' idle pipe, with piercing wat^ts soaking, 
His tender sides with sharpest s^eam provoking, 
Thrusts out the muddy parts, and ridsr the mity ohokitkg^. 

XLI: 
The tseeond lednr aind lank, still piPd, and harried 

By mighty boi'd'rertai oft his barD^^inyuding : 
Away his food and Bew-inn^d stor^ is eatried ; 
Therefore an angry colour never fading 
Purples his checdfi : th« {tiiird for laigtb ext^e&Hf 
And down his stfeam in hundred tniliings leads : 
These three most noble aare, ador»*d with silken threads. 

XLIL 
The §foremost of Ibe base^ half blfnd app^rs ; 
And where his 'broad way in an istlVmns entds, 
There he examines ail his passengevs. 
And those who ought not 'scape, he backward sends : 

* f he first is straight without any winding, that the chyle might not re- 
tarn f and most narrow, that it might not find too hasty a passage. It takes 
in a little passage ftota t%e gali, which theiiB porges th6 chol^r, to provoke 
the entrails (when they are slow) to cast out ther excrements. This is called 
Daodenum (or twelve-finger) from its length. . 

f The second/ is called the lank or* hungry gut, as being more empty 
than the rest ; for the liver being near» it draws out its juice or cream. 
It is known from the rest by its red colour. 

I The third called lli&n, or winding, from bis many folds and turnings, 
is the longest of all. 

5 The first of the baser sort, is called blind; at whose end is an appen- 
<lant, where if any of the thinner chyle do' chance to escape, it is stopped, 
«nd by the veins of the midriffe drawn out. 
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The ^second ^lo's court, where tempests ragrn^^ 
Shut close withina cave the winds encaging. 
With earth(|uakes shakes the Island, thunders sad pre- 
saging. 

XLIII. 
The flast downright falls to port Esquilinet, 

More straight above, beneath still broader growing, 
Soon as the gate opes by the king's assign. 
Empties itself, far thence the filth out-throwing : 
This gate iendowM with many propertied. 
Yet for his office, sight and naming flies : 
Therefore between two hills, in darkest valley lies. 

XLIV. 
To that § arch-city of this government, 

The three first pipes the ready feast convoy : 
The other three, in baser office speiit. 

Fling out the dregs which else the kitchen cloy. 
In II every one the Hepar keeps his spies. 
Who if ought good with evil blended lies ; 
Thence bring it back again to Hepar'sr treasuries. 

^ The second is Colon (or the tonneDtor) because of the wind there staying 
and vexing the body. JEios appears to be used for j£olus, the god of winds. 
See Viig. iEn. Lib. 1. v. 56. 

f The last called Rectum (or straight) hath no windings, short, larger 
towards the cad, that the excrement may be more easily ejected^ aud re- 
tained also upon occasion. 

% An allusion to the Porta Esquilina at Rome, through which dead bodies 
and criminals were conveyed to Mons fsquilinus. 

§ The thin entrails serve for carrying and concocting tbe chyle. Th^ are 
all sprinkledwith numberless little veins, that no i>art of the cbjle might es- 
cape, till all be brought to the liver. 

■f Epiploon or over-swimmer, descends below the navel, and ascends 
above the highest entrails. It is «f skinny substance ^nd entirely «vei- 
laid withikt. 
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XLV. 

Two several ^covers fence these twice three pipes : 

The first from 0Ter-SA?imining takes bis uame. 
Like cobweb-lawn woven with hundred stripes : 
The second strengthenM with a double frame, 
From foreign enmity the pipes maintains : 
Close by fPancreas stands, who ne'er complains ; 
Though pressM by all his neighbours, he their state sustains^ 

XLVI. 
Next Heparj chief of all these lower parts, 

One of the three, yet of the three the least. — 
But see, the sun, like to undaunted hearts, 
Enlarges in his fall his ample breast. 
Now hie we home ; the pearled d^w ere long 
Will wet the mothers and their tender young r 
To-morrow with the day we may renew our song.'^ 

* The Mesentery, which ties and knits the entrails together, 
i Pancreas or all-flesh, for so it seems, is laid as a pillow under the stomach, 
and snstdin? the reins, that are there dispread^P 
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CANTO III. 

I 

X HE morning fresh, dappling her bor^e with roses^ 

(Vex'd at the ling%*ing shades that long had left her. 
In Tithon's freezing arms) the light discloses ; 
And chasing night, of rule and heaven bereft her : 
The Sun ^vith gentle beams his rage disguis^9. 
And like aspiring tyrants, temporises ; 
Never to be endur'd, but when he fall? or yises. 

11. 
Thirsil from withy prison, as he uses, 

Lets out his flock, and on a hiU stood heedingi 
Which bites the grass^ a^d which bis meat refuses ; 
So his glad eyes fed with their greedy feeding. 

Straight flock a shoal of nymphs and shepherd-swains. 
While all their lambs rang'd on the flow'ry plains ; 
Then thus the boy began, crown'd with their circling trains* 

III. 
^^ You gentle shepherds, and you snowy sires, 
\ That sit around, my rugged rhymes attending ; 
/ How may I hope to quit your strong desires, 
I In verse uncouth, such wonders comprehending ? 
Too well I know my rudeness, all unfit 
To frame this curious Isle, whose framing yet 
Was never throughly known to any human wit. 

IV. 
Thou Shepherd-God, who only know^st it right, 

And hid'st that art from all the world beside ; 
Shed in my misty breast thy sparkling light, 
And in this fog, my erring foot-steps guide : 
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Thou who int nuiA'tt; and Afirer wilt fbrsak^ it : 

EIm how iholl My wiak btmi dare undertake it, 

When thou thyself aek'et couueel ^ thyaelf to make it^ 

V. 

Neit to Koilia, on the right tide stands. 

Fairly dispread in larf e domiiuony 

Th' ^arch city Hepar, stretching her •coaunands^ 

To all within tUs lower region ; 

Fenced with such bars and strongest situation; 

So never fearing forrigners* invasion : 

Hence are the twalls, slight, thin ; built but for sight 

and fashion. 

VL 

To th' heart land to th' head-city surely tied^ 

With fir^nest league and mutual reference i 

His lieges th^re, theirs ever here abide, 

To take up stri^ and casual difference t 

Built ^alt alike, seeming like rubies sheen H, 

Of some peculiar matter ; such I ween. 

As over all the world, may no where else be seen^ 

VII. 

Much like a ^^mount, it easily ascendeth ; 

The upper psvts all smooth as slippery glass i 

But on the lower mimy a crag dependeth> 

Like to the hangings of some rocky mass : 

* Of sll tliU lowor rtfion, the H^ary or lirer, m ttkH ptmcifftM Thtf 
iiituatioft i^SQff» Md i«f(e w«l)ed in by the rite. 

f It iS'OOTeted with one single tttnicle, and tkat very thin and slight 

X The liv^ is tie4 to the heart by arteriesi to the head by nerirei, and ta 
bothbyveins^ dispersed to both. 

§ The liver consists of no ordinary fle^i but of a kind pfopeer to itself. 

K i. e. Fair, shining. 

** The liver's upper part rises, and swells gently ; is very smooth and 
•reo ; the lower on the outside like to a hollow rOtfk» rugged and craggy. 

F 
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Here first the. ^purple fountain makiiig reot^ 
By thousaivd rivers^ througli the Isle diqsen^ : ^ 
Crires every part fit growth^ and daily nourishment. ^ ' 

VIII. " 
In this ffair town the Isle's^ great steward dweUs ;. . . 

His porphry house glitters in purple dye ; 
In purple clad hin\self : from thence he deals 
His store, to all the Islets necessity : , 
And tiiough the rent he daily , duly pay^ 
Yet doth his flowing substance ne'er decay | 
All day he rent recetves, retulrns it all the day. 

IX. 
And tike that golden' star, which cuts Ms way 
Through Satfim's ice, and Mars his fiery bait, 
femp'ring their strife with his more kindly ray J r 
So Hwixt the Splenion's frost and th^ aAigry gall. 
The jovial Hepar sits ; with great expence 
Cheering the Isle by his sweet influence ;^ 
So slakes their envious rage^, and endless difference. 

X. 
Within, some s^y, § Love hath his habitation. 

Not Cupid's self, blit CupM'^s bettef brother : 
For Cupid's self dwells with a lower nation, 
But this, more sure, much chaster than the other ;- 
. By whose command, we either love our kind, ' 
^r with more perfect lolre, affect the mind ; 
With duch a diamond knot, he often souls can bind, 

^ Vioat it rise all the spriugs of blood that rua in the reiaf* 

f The steward of the whole Isle, is here fitly placed ; because as all (that fj^ 
l^reught in) is here fitted and disposed^ so ffon keace returned and dispensedt 

X The planet Jupiter* ^ 

S Here Plato ^isp^ses the seat ol loite^ 
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XT.' 

Two ^puifie^stfeami^ hereiiedse th^if btnling heads ; 

The first and least, in hollow cavem breedings, 
His waves on <iiYers neighbour grounds dispreadsc '^ 
The next fair i*iTer all the rest exeeeding, 
Topping the hiN, breaks forth in fierce evanon^ 
And sheds nbroad his Nile-like inundation ; 
So gives to all the Isle tlieir food ai^d vegetation. 

xn. 

Yet these firom oilier streams muck different; 
Fox others, as they longer, .broader g^ow; 
These as they mn in narrow banks impent. 
Are then at least, when in the main they flow ; 
. Mndi like a tree, which all his roots so guides, 
That all his trunk in his fnll body hides ; 
Which sttalght, his stem to thousand branches sub- 
divides. 

XIII. 
Yet lest these fstceama might hap to be infected^ 

With other liquors in the well abounding, 
Before their flowing ichannels are det^ctod ; 

Some lesser delfts, the fountain's bMtom sounding. 
Draw out the baser streams, ike springs anr 
noymgy 
. A hundred pipes unto that end emplppng ; 
Thence run to fitter place, jtheirin^isopeioad convoying. 

♦ H«Ree rise the two gre^ rivers sif Jbtlood^ of which all the rest are lesker 
streams. 

f^ The chy)e» or juice of meats, concocted in the stomach, could not all be 
tarned into sweet bloody by reason of the divers kinds of humours in it^ 
therefore there Are three kinds of excremental liquort drawn away by little 
•v^sel^ and carried t^ their appoiated placeji. 
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XIV. 

Such » feir Hkpar, *whicH with great <U99WMM 

Of all the rest pleads most eiitiquity ; 
Put yet th- beart-city /with »o tesg C0nt^ol)ra» ; 
And j^stest ohalkn^gev claims prioHty : 
But fmre tb0 H«par was the eider boi^ ; 
For that ^mall riyer callM the iiiir9e, of ywe, 
J^aid ^otli fouR4ation«, yet Heffar*« built afiwrc- 

XV. 
Three pois'uoua li<|iiQi«9 from thia purple wdl, 

Rise with the native streams ; the first like firef , 
AH flaming hot, red, furious, and fell ; 
The spring of dire debate, and mil lire; 
Which, wer't not surely held with strong retearfien^ 
Would stir domesftic strife and fierce contention. 
And waste the weary Isle with never ceas'd di^aeamon. 

XVI, 
Therefdre close by, a little conduit stands, 

Choledachus|, that drags this poison hence, 
And safely locks it up in prison bands ; 
Thence gently drains it through a narrow fence ; 
A needful fence, attended with a guard. 
That watpbes in the sfraits, all closely bar^M, 
Lest some might back escape, and break the prison ward. 

•« *«inotf8 is tl^e tqntrovtnf between the peripstoHcks and phjrpieiaiifi 
one holding the heart, the other the liver to be first. That the liver is the 
^rst in time and making, is n^anifest ; because the nurse (the vein that feeds 
J.he infant yet in the iromb) empties itself upon the liyeiv 

f The first excremjeut drawn from the liver to the ^all, is choleric, bitter, 
like flame in colour; which, were it not removed, and kept in due pjace, 
jfvould fill 111 the body with bitterness and gnawing. 

t Choledochus, the Gall, is of ^ fnezinbnu9eiDU$ substance, having but one, 
yet that a stronj^ toiiicie. Itbuth t^o passages, one drawing the humouf 
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xvn. 

The *neiii iH Wti^dOtk the Wholesome fount oflTending^ 
All dreary, blaek, tfnfd fnghtfal, hence conyey'd 
By divers drains, unto the Splenion tending, 
The Splenion o'«r against the Hepar laid, 

Built long and square : some say that laughtdr here 
Keepfi Ye^denoe ; but laughter fits not there, 
ITher^ darkness ever dwells, and melancholy fear. 

XVIII. 
And should these f ways, stopt by ID accident, 

To th' Hepdr^s streams turn back their muddy humours. 
The cloudy Isle, with hellish dt eariment 

Would soon be filled, and thousand fearful rumours : 

Fear hides him htf e, lockM deep in earthy cell ; 
Dark, doleful, deadly, dull, a little bell ; 
Whei^e with Mm fright, despair, atid thousand horroursdwell; 

XIX. 
If this black town in ):over*growth increases, 

With too much strength his neighbours overbearing. 
The Hepar daily and whole Isle decreases, 
Like ghastly shade or ashie ghost appearing : 

But when it pines, th'isle thrives ; its ciirse, his blessing: 
So when a ^tyrant raves, his subjects pressing, 
Hk gaining is theiT loss, his treasure tlietr distressing. 

from the liver, another conveying the overplus into the first gut, and so 
emptyin^g tke g^M ; and this fence hath a double gate, in keep the liquor 
from returning. 

^ The second ill humouir is earthy and heavy, wliicli is drawn from the 
Jiver, by little vessels, unto the spleeu ; the native seat of melancholy. 

t If the spleen should fail in this office, the whole body would be filled 
with melancholy fiancies artd vain terrors. 

♦ Wbcre the spleen flourishes, all the body decays and withers; but 
whlre the spleen is kept down, the body flourishes. 

§ Trajan compared the spleen to his exchequer, because, as Ms ceffers b«- 
)ng full, drained his subjects' purse; so the full spleen makes the body sapless 
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- . XX. 

The third bad *water, bubbling from this fottntaiiis ' 

Is wheyish cold^ which with good liquors meiit^ 
Is drawn into the double Nephrons mountain ; 
Which draw the best for growth and aourisbment ; 
The worst as through a little .fpap distiUiag 
To divers pipes, the pale told humour swttUng, 
Runs down to th' urine^ake, lus banks thrice daily: fiUmg". 

XXI. 
These i^mountains differ but in situation, 
. In form and manner like : the left is higher. 
Lest even height might ^ck their operation : , . 

Both like the Moon (which now wants half heSffire) 
Yet into two obtuser angles bended, 
Both strongly, with a double waU drfended ; 
And both haTe walls of earth> before those walls extendi* 

XXII. 
The sixth and last tovm in this region, 

With large stretched precincts and withcompas9^id|^ 
Is that where Venus and her wanton son 
Her wanton Cupid will in youth reside : 
For though his arrows and his golden bo w^ 
On other hills he frankly doth bestow, 
Yet here he hides the fire, with which each heart doth glow; 

XXIII. 
For that great Providence, their course foreseeing 

Too easily led into the sea of death ; 
After this first, gave them a second being. 
Which in their offspring newly flourisheth : 

^ The watery humour with some good blood (which is spent for the ium« 
\rishmentof these parts) is drawn by the kidneys. 

f The Ureters receive the water separated from the blood, as distilled i|Oai 
^lUtle fleshy substances in the kidneys, like to teats. 

) The kidneys are both alike ^ the left somewhat higb^r. 
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Kcy therefore, made the fire of- generatioofi 
To bum in Venus^ cburts without cessation ; 
Out of whose ashes comes another Island nation. 

XXIV. 
F<Hr from the first a feilow Isle he fram'd, 

(For what alone, can live or fruitful be }y 
Arren the first, therseeond Thelu nam'd ; 
Weaker the last, yet fairer much to see :. 

Alike in aU the rest, here disagreeing, 
~ Where Venus and her wanton have their being- ;^ 
For nothing is produced of two, in all agreeing. 

XXV. 
But though some few in tiiese hid parts would see 

Their Maker^s glory, and their justest shame ; 
Yet for the most would turn to luxury, 

And what they should lament, would make their game ; 
Fly then those parts, which best are undescried ; 
Forbear, my maiden song, to blazon wide, 
What th^ Isle and nature's self, doth cTer strive to hidefv 

XXVI. 
SThese two fair Isles, distinct in* their creation^ 

Yet one extracted from the other's side, 
^e oft made one, by loTe's firm combination ; 
And from this unity are multiplied : 

Strange it may seem, such their condition. 
That they are more' dispread by union ; 
^ind two are twenty made, by being made^in one^ 

XXVII. 
f*or from these two in love's delight agreeing. 

Another little Isle is soon proceeding ; 
At first of unlike frame and matter being, 
' - Iii'Venua* tempk takes, its form and breeding ^^ 
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Tilly at fall time^ the te<Uou8 piispp flyings 
It breaks all lets, Ust ready ^^y denying ; 
And shakes the trembling Isle with often painful dyinf ^ 

XXVIII. 
So by the Bosphorus straights, in Eqxiae •eas. 

Not far from oldByzantum^ closely stand 
Two neighbour islands,^ caird SymplegadeSy 
Which sometime'seem but one combined land : 
For often meeting on the wat'ry plain, 
And parting oft, tost by the boistyous main, 
They now are join'din one, and iMrw di^oin'd again. 

XXIX. 
Here oft, not lust, but sweeter chastity, 

Coupled sometimes, and sometimes jingle, dwelte $ 
, Now linkM with love, to quench lust^s tyranny ; 
Now Phoenix-like, alone in narrow cells : 
Such Phoenix one, (but one at once may be. 
In Albion^B Isle,) thee, ^Basilissa, thee, 
Such only have I seen, such shall I never s^e, 

XXX. 
What nymph was this, said fairest Rpsaleen, 
Whom thou admiresTt thus above so many ? 
She, while she was, ah! was the shepherd's queen^ 
Sure such a shepherd's queen, wus never any : 
But, ah ! no joy her djriog heart contented. 
Since she a dear fDeer's side unwilling rented i 
Whose death she all too late, too much repented* 

XXXI. 
Ah, royal maid ! why shouldst thou, thus lament ^eef. 
Thy little fault, was but too much beMeving t' 

* Queen Elizabeth. f The Eaii of E^ex. 

X Ilittorians inform us, thai Bliaabeth oomplmc^dl tb* h«d beea b«ttaye# 
into this taui^uinary measure. 
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It is too much, so much thou should^st repent thee ; 
His joyous soul at rest deserves no grieving. 

These words (vainwords !) fond comforters didlendher; 
^^ But. ah, no words, no prayVs, might ever bend her 
To give an end to grief : till endless grief did end her. 

3^XXII. 
But how should I those sorrows dare display ? 
Or how limme forth her virtues^ wonderment 1 
She was, ay me ! she was, the sweetest May, 
That ever flow'rM in Albion^s regiment : 

Few eyes falFn lights adore ; yet fame shall keep 
Her name awake, when others silent sleep ; 
While men have ears to hear, eyes to look back, and weep' 

XXXIII. 
And though the curs (which whelpt and nurs'd in Spain, 

Learn of fell Geryon* to snarl and brawl) 
Have vowM and strove her virgin tomb to stain ; 
And grin, and foam, and rage, and yelp, and bawl ; 
Yet shall our Cynthia's High triumphing light 
Deride their howling throats and toothless spite : 
And sail through heav'n, whilst they sink down in end- 
less night. 

XXXIV. 
So is this Island's lower re'j^on : 
Yet, ah ! much better is it sure than so. 
I But my poor reeds, like my condition, 
V (Low is the shepherd 's state, my song as low) 

Mar what they make — But now in fonder shade 
Rest we, while suns have longer shadows made : 
See, how our panting flocks run to the cooler glade." 

* In heathen mythology, a fabulous giaut^ with three headi. 

G 
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• CANTO IV. 



I. 

jTHE shepherds in the shade their hunger feasted, 

With simple cates, such as the country yields ; 
And while from scorching beams secure they rested, 
The nymphs, dispersed along the woody fields, 
Pull'd from their stalks the blushing strawberries, 
Which lurl^ close shrouded from high looking 6yes ; 
Shewing that sweetness oft both low and hidden lies. 

II. 
But when the day had his meridian run, 

Between his highest throne and low declining; 
Thirsil again his forced task begun, 

His wonted 'andiAncfk his sidM entwining. — 
'* The middle proyince next this lower stands, 
Where th' Isle's heart-city spreads his large commands, 
Lea^'d to the neighbour towns with sure and friendly 
bands. 

IIL 
Such as that star, which sets his glorious chair 

In midst of Heaven, and to dead'darkness here 
GiTes light and life; such is this city fair : 
Their ends, place, office, state, so nearly near, 
Tb«tt those wise ancients, from their nature's sight 
And lij^eness, turn'd their names, and call'd aright 
The sun the great world's heart, the heart the less world's 
light. 
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IV. 

This * niiddle coast, to all the Isle dispends 

All heat and life : hence it another guard 
(Beside these common to the first) defends ; 

Built whole of masi^y stone, cold, dry, and hard : 
Which stretching round about his circling arms, 
Warrants these parts from all exterior harms ; 
. Repelling angry force, securing all alarms. 

V. 
But in the front t two fair twin-btilwarks rise'; 

In th' Arren built for strength and ornament ; 
In Thelu of nv[>re use, and larger size ; 
For hence the young Isle draws his nourishment ; 
Here lurking Cupid hides his bended bow ; 
Here milky srprings in sugarM rivers flow, 
Which first gaTe th' tnfant Isle to be, and then to grovr. 

VI. 
For when the lesser Island (still increasing 

In Venus' temple) to some greatness grows, 
Now larger rooms and wider spaces sizing. 
It stops the rtepar rivers >— backward flows 

The stream, and to thesis hills bears up his flight. 
And in these founts (by some strange hidden might) 
Dyes his fair rosy waves into a lily white. 

VII. 
So where fair Medwtiy down the Kentish dales. 
To many towns her plenteous waters dealing, 

* The heart is the seat of heat and life ; therefore walled about with the 
ribs, for more safety. 

f The breasts. ; i 

I When the infant grows large, the blood yessels ^re ,80 oppressed^ that 
partly through the readiness of the passage, but esj^eci^Uy .by the providence 
of God, blood turns back to the breast, and there by an innate and wonderful 
faculty is turned into milk. 
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Lading her banks into wide Thamis falls ; 

The big-grown main with foam j billows swelling, 
Stops there the sudden stream : her steady race 
Staggers a while, at length flows back apace ^ 
And to the parent fount returns its fearful pace. 

VIII. 
These two fair mounts are like two hemispheres. 

Endowed with goodly gifts and qualities ; 
Whose tops two little purple hillocks rears, 
Much like the poles in HeaTen's axletrees : - 
And round about two circling altars gire 
In blushing red ; the rest in snowy tire. 
Like Thracian Hoemus looks, which ne'er feels Phoebus' fire. 

IX. 
That mighty Hand, in these dissected wreaths, 

(Where moTCHS our Sun) his throne's fair picture gives; 
The pattern breathless. But the picture breathes ; 
His highest heaVn is dead, our low heav'n Iitcs : 
Nor scorns that lofty One, thus low to dwell ; 
Here his best stars he sets and glorious cell. 
And fills with saintly spirits, so turns to Heay'n from Hell. 

X 
About this region round in compass stand 

A guard, both for defence and respiration. 
Of * sixty four, parted in several bands ; 
Half to let out th^ smoky exhalation ; 
The otj^er half to 4^9-^ in fresher winds : 
Beside both these, a third of both their kinds. 
That lets both out and in ; which no enforcement binds. 

* In the Thonzy or breast, are sixty-five muscles for respiration, or 
breathing/ which is either free or forced : the instruments of forced breathing 
are sixty-foar, whereof thirty-two distend, and as many contract it. 
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XI. 

This third the merry * Diazome we call, 

A border-city these two coasts remoYing ; 
That like a balk with his cross-builded wall. 
Disparts the terms of anger and of loying ; 
Keeps from th* heart-city fuming kitchen fires, 
And to his neighbour's gentle winds inspires ; 
Loose t when he draws in air, contract when he expires. 

XII. 

The % Diazome of ser'ral matters fram'd : 

The first, moist, soft ; harder the next, and drier : 
His fashion like th' fish a Raia namM i 

FencM with two walls, one low, the other higher ; 
By eight streams waterM ; two from Hepar low, 
And from th' heart-town as many higher go ; 
But two twice told down from the Cephal moipitain flow* 

XIII. 

Here § sportful laughter dwells, here ever sitting, 

Defies all lumpish griefs and wrinkled care ; 
And twenty merry -mates mirth causes fitting. 
And smiles, with laughter's sons, yet infants are. 
But if this town be firM with burnings nigh. 
With self-same flames high Cephal's towers fry ; 
Sucli is their feeling love and loving sympathy. 

* The instrument of free breathing is the Diazome or JOiaphragma, which 
we call the Midriffe, as a wall, parting the heart and Mver, 

f The midriffe dilates itself when it draws in^ and contracts itself when it 
puffs out the air. 

X The midriffe consists of two circles, one skinny, the other fleshy ; it hath 
two tuniclesy as many veins and arteries, and foyr nerves. 

4 Here most mefk have placed the seat of laughter $ it hath much sympa- 
thy with the brainy so that if the midriffe be inflamed, present madness 
ensues. 
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xrv. 

This coa^t stands girt with a ^pediuliar wall. 

The whole precinct, and eyery part defending : 
The t chiefest city and imperial, 
Is fair Kerdia, far his bounds extending ;> 

Which full to know, were knowledge infinite : 
How then should my rude pen this wonder writ^, 
Which Thou, who only mad'st it, only know' st aright I 

xy. 

In middle of this middle regiment 

Kerdia seated lies, the centre deemed 
Of this tvhole Isle, imd of this goveirnfibent : 
If not the chiefest this, yet needfuirst seem'd, 
Therefore obtained an equal distant seat; 
More My Vehce to shed his life and feeat. 
And with his yellow stteam^ the fruitful Island wet. 

XVI. 
Flank'd J with two diflTrent WaUs (for more defence} ; 

Betwixt them ever flows a wheyish moat ; 
In whose soft wares and circling profluence> 
This city, like an isle, might safely float : 
In motion still, (a motion fixM, not rowing) 
Most like to heaven, in his most constant moving : ^ 
Hen^e most here plant the seat of sure and active loving. 

XVII. 
Built of a substance like smooth porphyry ; 
His § matter hid, and, like itself, unknown : 

* Withioy the Pleara> or ildh whibh covers the ribs on the inside, coinpasses 
thii middle re^On. 

i Theheart is placed in the midst of this province and of tlie whole body. 

J The heiirt is immured, partly by a membrane going round it, and a^ 
peculiar tunicle ; partly ^ith an hiimoui*, like whey ; as well to cool ihe 
heart, as to lighten the body. 

§ The flesh of theheart is proper and peculiar to itself; not like other 
muscles^ of a figure pyramidal. 



Two rivers of h}s own j ai^pthpr by, 

That from the H^pfir r^es^ like^a CEawji), 

Infolils the nari^pw part : for ,tbat great Al}, ] 

This his works', glory made pyramidal^ 
TJien crown'd wit^jti;iple wreath andclQt|l'dia,9CfQr)^tP9Uf 

'"■'""■ 'XVIIL 

The city's self iq t^p * partitions r^ft, 

That on the rightj> this on the pthe^r, sidfi : 
The t right (made tributary to the left); j 
Brings in his pensiop at his certain tide^ 
A pensipn of liquors strangely wrought ; , 
Which first by Hepar's streams are higher brquglit, 
And here di^tiird with art, beyond or words or ^l^ougUtv 

xix, 

The X grosser waves of these life-streams, (wbiph herc^ ,, 

With much, yet much less labour is^prepar'd) 
A doubtful channel doth to .§ Pneuipon bear : 
But to the l^t those laboui^M extrac,ts.sbar'd 
As| through || a wall, with hidden passs^ge sUdb^,; 
Where many secret gates (gatep hardly spied) 
With convoy safe, give passage to th^. other. side* , 

xx: 

At each hand of the left, f two streetp stand j^y^ 
Of several stuff and several working fraqaM,,^ 

* Though the heart be an entire body, yet it, is severed into two partitions^ 
the right and left ; of which, the left is more excellent and noble. 

f The right receives into its hoUowness, the blood flowing from the liver, 
and concocts it. 

X This right side sends down to the luflgs that part of the blood which is 
less laboured and thicker ^ but the thinner part, it sweats through a fleshy 
partition into the left sitfe. ' ' ' 

jThe'kngs. ' • 

II This fleshy partition severs the right side frotti the left; at first it seems 
thick, but if it be well viewed, we shall see it full of many pores or passages. 

^ Two skinny additions (from their likeness called the ears or auricles) 
receive,* the one the thicker blood, that called the right; the other, the 
left) iakes in the air sent by the lungs. 
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With hundred crooks and deep wrought cavity : 
Both like the ears in form^ and so are namM ; 
I' th' right-hand street, the tribute liquor sitteth : 
The left, forcM air into his concave getteth, 
Which subtile wrought and thin, for future virorkmen fitteth. 

XXI. 
The city's * left side (by some hid direction) 

Of this thin air, and of that right side's rent, 
(Compound together) makes a strange confection ; 
And in one vessel both together ment, 

Stills them with equal, never quenched firing 
Then in small streams (through all the Isle retiring) 
Sends it to eVery part, both heat and life inspiring. 

XXII. 
In this t heart-city, four main streams appear ; 

One from the Hepar, where the tribute kndeth, 
. Largely pours out his purple river here ; 

At whose vride mouth, a band of Tritons standeth, 
(Three Tritons stand) who with their three forkM mace, 
Drive on, and speed the river's flowing race ; 
But strongly stop the wave, if once it back repass X* 

XXIII. 
The § second is that doubtful channel, lending 
Some of this tribute to the Pneumon nigh ; 

* The left side of the heart takes in this air and hlood ; and concocting 
them both in hi< hollow bosoms sends them out by the great artery into the 
whole body. 

^ In the heart are four great resselsy the first is the hollow vein, bringing 
in blood from the liver ^ at whose mouth stand three little folding doort, witb 
three forks^ giving passage, but no return to the blood. 

{ (What is said concerning the blood, both in the stanzas and notes is 
agpreeable to the old philosophy ; this poem being written before Dr. Harvey 
made known his discovery.) 

§ The second vessel is called the artery vein, which rising from the right 
side of the heart, carries down the blood here prepared to the lungs, for their 
nourishment : here also are the like three folding doors, made like half circles ; 
giriog passage from the heart, but not backward. 
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Wiiose springs by careful guards are watchM^ that sending 
From thence the waters^ all regress denj. 

The * thfard unitize to ttAa, from Pneumon flowing. 

And is due air — ^tribute here bestowing. 
Is kept by gates add bars, whi<^h stop all backward goiiig^ 

XXIV. 

The t last full spring, out of this left side rises, 

Where three fair nymphs, like Cynthia's self appearing, 
Draw down the stream which all the Isle suffices ; 
But stop back ways^ some ill revolture fearing. - 
This river still itself to less dividing, 
At length with thousand little brooks runs sliding. 
His fellow course along with Hepar's channels guiding^ 

XXV. 

Within this city is die :|: palace framed. 

Where life, and life's companion, heat, abideth ; 
And their attendants, passions untam'd : 
(Oft very Hell, in this straight room resideth) 

And did not neighbouring hills, cold airs inspiring. 
Allay their rage and mutinous conspiring. 
Heat, all (itself and all) would bum with quenchless firings 

XXVI. 

Yet that great Light, by whom all heaven shines 
With borrow'd beams, oft leaves his lofty skies, 

And to this lowly iseat himself confines. g 

Fall then again, proud heart, now fall to rise : 

* The third is called the veiny artety, rising ftom the left l^ide^ which ha£tll 
two folds three-forked. 

'f The fourth is the great artery : this hath also a flood-gate made of three 
semicircular memhranes. 

The heart is the fountain of life and heat to the whole body, and the seat 
of the passions. 

^ H 
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Cess^ Earthy ah I eease, proud 3abel Haxtby to swe^ 
HeaVn blast9 high towVp, stoops to ^ low roofM cell ; 
FirstHeav'a txxmi dwell ia mab^tben man in I][eair'ii shall dwe|L 

XXVII. 
Clo«a to Kerdi^ * Pneumon tal^es his seat, 

Built of a lighter frame and spongy mould : 
Hence rise fresh airs, to fan Kerdia's heat, 
TempMng those burning fumes with moderate cold : 

Itself of larg^ size, distended wide, 
- In divers streets and out-ways, multiplied ; 
Yet in one corporation all are jointly tied. 

XXVIII. 
Fitly 'tis clothed with t hangings thin and light. 

Lest too much weight might hinder motion : 
His chiefest use, to frame the voice aright ; 

(The voice which publishes each hiddeq notion) 
Ahd for that end a lc>ng pipe down descends 
(Which here its^, in many lesser spends) 
Until, low at the foot of Cephars mount it ends. 

XXIX. 
This pipe was built for th' air's safe purveyance, 
To fit each several voice with perfect sound y 
Therefore of divers matter the oonveyance 
Is finely framM ; tjbe first in circles round. 
In hundred circlcf& bended, hard and dry, 
(For wat'ry softness is sound's enemy) 
'Not altogether close, yet meeting very nigh. 

* Th« Poeumoo^ or lungv, is Dearest tl^ heart; whose flesh is light and 
spongy, and very large. It is the initrument of breathing and speaking, divided 
Into many parcels, but all united into one body. 

f The lungs are covered with a light and very thin tunicle, lest it migh£ 
lunder their motion. 

{ The wind-pipe, which is framed partly of cartilages, or gristly matter^ 
iPOCBUse the voice is perfected with hard and smooth things (these cartilages 
flr» compassed tike a ring) and partly of skin, whioh tie the gristles together. 



tun PURPLB I»LAI9R M 

XXX. 

The second'0 drkh and hsrdBess 9craiewtafti lesst 
But smooth and pliable, made for Extending ^ 
Fills up the distant eircle's emptiness *y 
AU in one Irody jointly eompreb^iding : 
The * last most soft, whiek irhere the eitele^s seitnted^ 
Not fuUy met, sitppliei^ what they have want^ } 
Hot hurting under parts, whieh next to this are planted. 

XXXI. 
Upon the top thftre stands the pipe's safe t coverinff, 

Made for the voice's better modulation.^ 
^bove it fourteen careful warders hov'ring, 
Wliich shut isind open it at aU occasion : 
The cover in four parts itself dividing. 
Of substance hard, fit for the voice's g^iiding : 
One still unmoved (in Thelu double oft) residing. 

XXXII. 
dose :|: by this pipe, runs that great channel down. 
Which from high Cephal's mount, twice every day 
Brings to Koilia due provision : 
Straight at whose ^ mouth a flood-gate stops the way, 
Made like an ivy leaf, broad, angle fashion ; 
Of matter hard, fitting his operation, 

For swallowing soon to fall, and rise for inspiration. 

« 

^ And becaase the rings of the gristles do not wliolly meet, this space if 
teade np by mnsoksy that so the meat-pipe adjoiniog, might not tie galled 
or hart. 

f The Larynx, or covering of the v<»^d-pipe« is a gristly substance, parted 
into four gristles; ofwhkh the first is ever unmoTed, and in women oAei^ 
double. 

X Adjoining to it, is the Oesophagtts or meat-pipe, conveying meats and 
drinks to the stomach. 

§ At whose end is the Epiglottis or tjover of tKe throat ; tlie principal iustfu* 
ment of tuning, anci changing tb^ voice ; ami therefore gristly, tbatitmij^l^ 
jB^ner fall wlijcxi ve swaBow^^YBd ris« Whin we bisathe*^ 
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XXXIH. 

But see, the smoke mounting in village nigh, 

With folded wreaths, steals through the quiet air i 
%nd mixM with dusky shades, in eastern sky, 
Begins the night, and warns us home repair : 
Bright Vesper now hath changM his name and place. 
And twinkles in the Heaven with doubtful face : 
Home th^n, my full fed lambs ; the night cpmes, homl^ 
apace.^' 
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CANTO V, 



I 

JBY this the old Night's head (grown hoary gray) 

Foretold that her approaching end was near; 
And gladsome birth of young succeeding Day, 
Lent a new glory to our hemisphere ; 
The early swains salute the infant ray, 
Thisn drove the danjs to feed, the lambs to play : 
And Thirsil with night's death, revives his morning lay. 

II. 
^^ The highest region in this little Isle, 

Is both the Island^s, and Creator's glory : ^ 
Ah ! then, my lowly muse, and rugged style, 
How durst thou pencil out this wondrous story ? 
Ph Thou ! who mad'st this goodly regiment 
So heav'nly fair, of basest element, 
|if ake this inglorious verse, thy glory's instrument. 

III. 
So shall my flagging Muse to Heav'n aspire. 

Where with thyself, thy fellow-shepherd sits ; 
And warm her pinions at that heav'nly fire : 
But, ah 1 such lieight no earthly shepherd fits : 
Content we here, low in this humble vale^^ 
On slender reeds to sing a slender tale, 
A little boat will need as little sail and gale. 

IV. 
The third precinct, the best and chief of all, 

Though least in compass and of narrow space, 
^as therefore fram'd, like Heav'n, spherical, 
Of largest figure and of loveliest graec : 



54 THE PURPLE ISI4AND. 

Though shapM at fir^ the ^least of all the three ; 
Yet highest set in place, as in degree ; 
And oTer all the rest bore rule and sovereignty. 

V. 
So of thtee parts^ fair Europe id the least, 

In which this earthly ball was first divided ; 
iTet stronger far, and nobler than the rest, . 
Where victory and learned arts resided ; 
AAd, by the Greek and Roman monarchy, 
Swayed both the rest ; now pressed by slavery 
Of Moscow> atkd ilte big-swoU'n Turkish tyranny. 

VI. 
Ilere all the fsenses dwell, and aU the arts : 
Here learned Muses by their silver spring : 
The tci^T seTer'd in two divers parts^ 
Wittiia tiie walls, ail4 suburbs neighbouring ; 
The suburbs girt but with the coipmon fenc6. 
Founded with wondrous skill and greai expenee ; 
And therefore beauty here, keeps her ehief residence. 

yii. 

And sure for ornaitent and Buildings rare, 

Iiovely aspect and ravishing delight, 
Kot all the Isle or world, with this ean pair ; 
But in the Tbeln is thte fairest sight : 
These suburbs many call the Island's face ; 
Whose cbalming beauty and bewitohing grace^ 
Oft timeis the §Prinee himself inthralls in fetters base. 

*' Tbe bead of tlieM tUree regions is the least, but noblest iit frame sad 
oAieey soost like to beaten, beiag^bigheBt in tbis little irortd, as also^ to Sgnre, 
being nnind. 

f Tbe brain is tbe seat of tb* qund ^nd senses. 

X Tbe bead is divided into tbe citj and soburbs ; tba brain iriibiB fbe wall 
itf tbe scuU, and tbe fece wichmt. 

4 Tbem&d. 
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VIIL 
Fo^ as this I«fe b a.sliort nummary 

Of all that in this all is wide dispread; 
So th' Island^s face is th* Islets epitome, 
, Where e^en the princess thottg^hts ariB often read : 
For wken that All had finishM eveiy kind. 
And all his teorks would in less rolume bind^ 
Fair on the face he wrote the index of tbe^ niind. 

IX. 
Fjsur are the suburbs ; yet to clearer sight, 

The city^s self ^s more fair and excellent t 
A thick>grown wood, not piercM with any lights 
Yields it defence^ but greater ornament : 
The divers colourM trees and fresh array 
Much grace the town, but most the Thelu gay « 
Yet an in wimter turn to ^now, and soon decay. 

X. 
Idkerto some stately work, whosequaint deTice» 
And glittering turrets with brave cunning dight, 
The gazer's eye still more and more entices, 
Of th' inner rooms to get a fuller sight ; 

Whose beauty much more wins his ravished hearty 
That now he only tliinks the outward part 
To be a worthy coT*ring of so fair an art. 

XI. 
Four several * walls, beside the common guard, 

For more defence the city round embraoe : 
The first thick, soft ; the second dry and hard ; 
As when soft earth before hard stone we place : 

* Beiide Uie QOfDinon timiolei of the body, the brain is covered, first, witW 
the bone of the scull ; secondly^ with the pericranium, or skiiij €overinir thr 
^uUj and thirdly, with twomward ^kijaS. 
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The sdbond all the city round encases^ 
And, like a rock, with thicker sidef^s mttbraces ; 
For here the prince^ his court, and standing pailace plaeeSi. 

XII. 
The other* tlvo, of matter thin and light j^ '^ 

And yet the first much harder than the other ; ' 
Both cherish all the city : therefore right, 

They call that hardy and this the tender mother. ^ " . '• 
The ffirst with divers crooks and turnings wries. 
Cutting the town ill four qiiatefnities r ' 

But both join to resist iuTading ehemies^ 

XIII. . 

Next these, the buildings yield themi^elves ta sight ; 

The outward, soft and pale, like ashes look ; 
The inward parts more hard, and curdy white t 
Their matter both, from th' Isle's first ma»tter took; 
Nor cold, nor hot : heats, deedful sleep infest. 
Cold numbs the workmen ; middle temper's best; 
When kindly warmth speeds work, and cool gives timely rest ^ 

XIV. 
Within the § centre (as a market-place) 

Two caverns stand, made like a Moon half spent ; , 
Of special use, for in their hollow space 
All odours to th^ir judge themselves present : 
Here first are born the spirits animal, 
Whose matter, almost immaterial. 
Resembles heaven's matter quintessential. 

'^These two are called the hard and tender mother : (dura et pia mater). 

f The whole substance of the brain is divided into four parts by divers* 
folds of the inward skin. 

X The outside of the braiffis softer^ and of an ashy colour ;• the inward pkrt 
white and harder. 

§ Almost in the middle of the brain, are two holloiv places, like half mooosi,' 
of much use for preparing; the spirits, receiviog odours, &c 
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Hard by, a ^htmdred iiimbf6 woritib^B 9iaild> 

Thes^ naWte sipirits^ ireiidajr prepartBg^ ; » 
Lab'ring to make tlkm tiiiti, and ^i iii^ hand. 
With il^Vir ended ivtok and 8lcle*)le»^ earing ; 
Hereby t^d Kttle Hlldeks jduttly ris^, 
WHcflfe ark tWo jnd^- dad in seemlf g^is^, , 
That cite aU odoutsf ber^, as td tMf }mt aiii^i^e. 

Next the^ a fTmlf, bnllt allof sajppbli^ed, sliikiiig 

As fair, more pr^ctdus ; hence it t^ei^ ita nam:^ ; 
By which the JtWrddtl^ lies, his ^69 coftiblniilg 
To thd other two, and from tHem hath hi^frtfme, 
(A me^ng of Aose fbtmef cavities) ; 
Vaulted by three fair . arches safe it Jlies^, 
And no d^es^onf^atfflf, or falling tyraiittiei^. * ' 

XVII. 
By this II third dave, tliebnniid city drains^ 

Base noisome slreatl^j the milky streets eMl^tn^;' 
And through a wide moirth'd tunnel duly stfaAns^ 
Unto a bibbing* substance down convoyiftg; 
WhlcAi'tbi»3 foud( d»)^i<ig hinfio«Lt^tat»|^ty mA%s, 
Till aU hli €fW^llng^ ^dttg^he gfeedy i^. 
And theft throttgli otiiei' flSnks, by^ little^ ««rilt distills. 

* Here is a knot of veins and arteries weaved together; by whicU the animat 
fytritB are ooiicocti^il, thinned, and Atted for semriee : and otoso by, are tiro 
little bunches, like teats, the iostrumenis of smelliug. 

f Next is that Septum Lucidum, or b: ight wall, severing these holiov caverns. 

X The third cavity is nothing eUe l>ut a meeting of the two former. 

§ It lies under Corpus Came* atum, or the chamber substance, which with 
three arches, bears up the whole weight of the brain. 

H' Bjrthe rhird cavKy afe tvir>6 pa4Mge», and at the «tid of th6 first is the 
(infundibutum) or tvatMat, utkder'whfeh it the (^farrt tntuftark) ^r rheum ker- 
nel, as a sponge sucking the rheum, and distilling it into the palate. 

I * 
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XVIII. 

Between *this and the fourth cave lies a vale, 

(The fourth ; the first in worth, in rank the last) 
Where two round hills shut in this pleasing dale, 
Through which the spirits thither safe are past ^ 
Those hererefin'd, their full perfection have, 
And therefore close hy this ffourth wondrous c^f,. 
Rises that silver well, scattering his milky waye^ 

XIX. 
Not that bright spring, where fair Hermaphroditw. 

Grew into one with wanton Salmacis ^ 
Nor that where Biblis drc^t, too fondly light, 

Her tears and self; may dare compare with this ; ' 
Which inhere beginning, down a lake descends. 
Whose rocky channel these fair streams defends. 
Till it thepr^dcHis wave through ^aU the Isle dispends. 

.XX. ' 
Hany fair Drivers take their heads from either, 
(Both from tlie lake, and from the milky well) 
Which still in loving channels run together. 
Each to his mate, a neighbour parallel : 
, Thus widely spread with friendly combination, 
They fling about their wondrous operation^ 
And give to every part both motion aiul sensation. 

. ^ The ether passage reaches to the fourth cavity, which yields a safe way 
Sot the spirits. - ' • 

f The fourth cavity is most aohle> where all the spirits are perfected. 

X The pith, or marrow, springing in the brain, flows down through the' 
^ack bone. 

\\ All the nerves knparling sAX sense and motion to the whole body) hav» 
ihair rout, partly from tk» bratn^ and partly from the back bone. 
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XXL 

This ^silver lake, first from th' head-city springing^^ 

To that bright fount four little channels sends ; 
Through which it thither plenteous water bringing, 
Straight all again to every place dispends : 
Such is th' head-city, such the princess hall ; 
Such, and much more, which strangely liberal. 
Though sense it never had, yet gives all sense to all. 

XXII. 
Of other stuff -the suburbs have their framing ; 

May seem soft marble, spotted red apd white : 
JPirst t stands an arch, pale Cynthia's brightness shaming' 
The city's fore front,* cast in silver bright : 

At whose proud base, are buHt two watching tow'rs. 
Whence hate and love skirmish with equal powVs, 
When smiling gladness shines, and sullen sorrow show'rs. 

" XXIIL 
Here Jsits retir'd the silent reverence ; 

And when the prince incens'd with anger^s fire, 
Thunders aloud, he darts his lightening hence : 
Here dusky reddish clouds foretel his ire : 
Of nothing can this Isle more bohst aright : 
A twin-born sun, a double seeing light ; 
With much delight they see, are seen with much delight. 

XXIV, 
Thkt §Thracian shepherd call'd them nature^s glass ; 

Yet than a glass, in this much worthier being : 
Blind glasses represent some near set face. 
But this a living glass, both seen and seeing : 

* The pith of the back bone^ springing from the brain, whence, by four 
passages, it is conveyed into the back. 

f The first part of the face is the forehead, at whose base are the cye% 
J The eyes are Ibe index i)f the win4, discoycring avcry affection. 
lOrjfUeiTrt • 
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Like *Heav'n in movity, like in heav'nly firing ; 
S wi^^t heat an.d li^t, so buroiB^p flame inspiring ; 
Yet, all ! too oft we find, they scorch with hot desiring. 

xxy. 

They mounted hi^b, sit on a lofty hill ; 

(For they the prince's best intelligie^ce ! . 
And quickly warn pf future gpod prill) 
Here fitands the palace of the noblest ^ense r 
Here t Visus keeps, whose c^rt than crystal smoother, 
And clearejris^ems ; he. thouo^h a younger brother^ 
Yet far mojre. nob^e is> far fairer ihaijfx the other. 

XXVI. 
Six :]:bands are set to stir the moving tpwlr : 

The fiirst the proud baj^4 «aU'd, that Uft^i it higher ; 
The jae^ th^humbi^ baad^ that mores it lower ; 
The hibbiiHg. third, draws it together pigber ; 
The fourth disdainful, oft away is moving : 
The other two, helping the compass roving, 
Are called the oifcUng^^ins and wanton bands af loving. 

xxvw. 

Above, §two compass groves (love's bei>ded bows) 

Which fence the towVs from floods of higher place : 
Before, a ||wally deluding rushing foes. 
That shuts and opfsns in a moment's $pa€e : 
The low part fixM, the higher quick descending ; 
Upon whose tops, spear-men their pd^s intending, 
Watch theriiboth night ^d day, the castle'^ poi-t d^nding. 

• Plato affirmed, they "W^re lighted up wkh heavenly fire, not burning, but 
phining. 
f Vitus, or the sigh t^ \» the noblejtt of all the senses. 
} These are six muscles moring the eye, thus termed by anatomilts. 
§ Above are the eye-brows, keeping off the sweat. 
I The eye-lids serve to jLeep off 4ust, ^ics, ^c. 



Tk^ i^^U^t p«rt$, ^nA iu»i^^mimU 4^ sight: 
The firsjt, receiviBg £prms of ))odie9 ttighy 

CoaY^# them W t\m Bext^ and ^eaks the ligbt. 
Daunting his rash and forcible invasion ; 
And with ^ clemr itnd whUi$h immdatioii, 
Restrains the aimble spirits from ttieir too ^uiek evasion. 

XXIX. 
In midst of both is placM the crystalf pond ; 

Whose Uvtng water thick^ and brightly shiaing 
Like sapphires or the sparkling diaajiond, 

His inward beans with outward light combining,, 
Ali'ring itself to every shape^s aspect ; 
The divers forin9 4Mh further still direct. 
Till by the nimble ^flst they're brought to th' tntelleet. 

XXX. 
The tthird, like Dwriitefi glass, all clear and white, 

Both round embrace the noble crystalline. 
Six §inwajrd walls (erne in this tow*r of sight: 
The first, most thick, doth all the frame enshrine, 
And girts the castle with a close embrace, 
Save in ihe midst, is left a circle's space. 
Where light and himdred. shapes, flock out and in apace* 

XXXI. 
The II second not so massy as the other, 
Yet thicker than the rest, and tougher fram'd, 
* Th«re are three humours in thfi eye : the first the watery, hre^kiog the 
loo vebemcotJIJgfltf and s^oppuig the spirit^ fr^^m going out too^oM. 
f The second is the crystalline, and is the chief instrument of sight. 
:J: The third, from it& likeness, is called the glassy humour, 
§ There are six tunicles belonging to the eye^ the first called the conjunc- 
tive, solid, thick^ compassing the whole eye, except the black window. 

II The second is cornea or horny tunicle, transparent, and ma4e of the 
hard mother. 
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Takes his beginning from that harder mother ; ^ 
The outward part like horn, srnd thence is nam'rf; 
Through whose translucent sides much light is borne 
Into the tow'r, and much kept out by th' horn ; 
Makes it a pleasant light, much like tlie ruddy morn. 

XXXII. 
The *third of softer mould, is like a grape, 

Which all entwines with his encircling side : 
In midst, a window lets in erery shape ; 
Which with a thought is narrow made, or wide ; 
His inmost side more black than starless night ; 
But outward part (how like an hypocrite !) 
As painted Iris looks, with Tarious colours dight. 

XXXIII. 
The ffourth af finest work, more slight and thin. 

Than, or Arachne (which in silken twine 
With Pallas strove) or Pallas' self could spJh : 
This round enwraps the fountain crystalline. 
The ]:next is made out of that milky spring. 
That from the Cephal mount his waves doth fling. 
Like to a curious net his substance scattering. 

XXXIV. 
His substance as the head spring perfect white ; 

Here thousand nimble spies are round dispread : 
The forms caught in this net, are brought to sighto 
And to his eyes are lively pourtrayed. 

* The third is Uvea, or grapy, made of the tender mother, thin, and jffiv 
vious by a small round window ; is direrslj coloured without, but exceeding 
black within. 
[ f The fourth is thinner than any cobweb, compassing the crystalline humom*. 

X The iiftb, reticnlari^^^ is a netty tunicle, framed of Ihe substatfce ctf i^ 
braiQ« 
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The *^lastthe glassy wall (that round encasing 
The moat of glass, is namM from that enlacing) 
The white and glassy wells, parts with his strictembraeing. 

XXXV. 
Thus then is fram'd the noble Visus' bow'r ; 

Th' outward light by the first wall's circle sending 
His beams and hundred forms into tlie tow^r^ 

The wall of horn, and that black gate transcending, 
Is lightened by the brightest crystalline, 
And fully view'd in that white netty shine, 
From thence with speedy haste is posted to the mind. 

XXXVL 
Much as a one-eyed room, hung all with niglit, 

Only that side, which adverse to his eye 
Gives but one narrow'passage to the light, 

Is. spread with some white shining tapestry, 
An hundred shapes that through flit airs stray, 
Rush boldly in, crowding that narrow way ; 
And on that bright facM wall obscurely dancing play^ 

xxxvii. 

Two tpair of rivers from the head-spriug flow. 

To these two tow'rs, the first in their mid-race 
.^The spies conveying) twisted jointly go, 

Strengthening each other with a firm embrace. 

The % other pair, these walls:ing tow'rs are moving j 
At first but one, then in two.<?hannels roving : 
And therefore both agree in standing or removing. 

^ The sixth is called the glassy tiinicle, clasping in the glassy humour. 

rj* The eye bath two nerves, the optic or se.6ing nerve, and the moving one ; 
the optic separate in their root, in tho midst of their progress meet, and 
strengthen one another. 

J The moving, rising from the same stem, are at length sevetcd ; therefore 
^ '9ne noves^ so aioves the other. 
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XXXVIII. 

Auditus^, seooiid of the Pcntajrchyt^ 

Is next^ aot all so noble as his brother ; 
Yet of more need and more commodity : 
His seat isplacM somewhat. below tiie other r 
On each side of the mount's a dcmble cire; 
Both which a g^oodly portal doth embrdve^ 
And winding entrance^ like Marauder's erring wave. 

XXXIX, 
The t portal hard and dry, all hung ai'oand 

With silken, thin, carnation tapestry; 
Whose open gate drags in each yoice and sound. 
That through the shaken air passes by : 
The entrance winding, lest some violenee 
Might fright the judge with sudden influence. 
Or some unwelcome gues^ might vex the busy sense. 

XL. 

This §cave's first part, framed with a steep asceqt. 

For in four parts 'tis fitly severtd) 
Makes th' entrance hard, but easy the descent : 

Where stands a braced drum, whose sounding head 
(Obliquely plac'd) struck by the circling air, 
Gives instant warning of each sound's repair, 
Which soon is thence con vey'd unto the judgment chair. 

XLI. . 
The II drum is made of substance hard and thin : 
Wliich if some.fallingmoisture chance to wet, 

* Hearing is the flecond sense, less ooble than the sight, but more needful, 

f The five senses. 

"^ The outward ear is of a gristly matter, covered with the common tuuicle . 
framed uf many crooks, lest the air should enter too forcibly. , 

§ The inward ear consists of four passages^ the first is steep, lest any 
thing should entet in. ^ 

1) If the drum be wet with the falling of the rheum^ we are hard of bearing, 
if it grow thick, we becoide irrecoverably deaf. 
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The loudest sound is hardly heard within : 
But if it once grow thick, with stubborn let, 
It bars all passage to the inner room ; 
No sounding voice unto his seat may come : 
The lazy sense still sleeps, unsummon'd with his drum. 

XLII. 
This ^drum divides the first and second part, 
In which three hearing instruments reside ; 
Three instruments compact by wondrous art. 
With slender string knit to the drum's inside j 
Their native temper being hard and dry. 
Fitting the sound with their firm quality. 
Continue still the same in age and infancy. 

XLIII. 
The first an t hammer call'd, whose out-grown sides 

Lie on the drum ; but with his swelling end 
Fix'd in the hollow stithe, there fast abides : 

The stithe's short foot, doth on the drum depend, 
His longer in the stirrup surely plac'd ;. 
' The stirrup's sharp side by the stithe embrac'd ; 
But his broad base tied to a little window fast. 

XLIV. 
Two J little windows ever open lie. 
The sound unto the cave's third part conveying ; 

* The drum parteth the first find seoond,|>aifisage. To it are joined three little 
bones, the instruments of hearing ; which never grow^ or decrease, in child 
hood or age : they are all in the second passage. 

f The hammer, stithe (or anvil), and stirrup, all take their names from 
their likeness ; and are all tied to the drum by a small string. 

X These are two small pas9if es, admitting the sounds into the l^ead, tMd 
cleansing the air. 

K 



M THE PURPLE INLAND. 

And slender pipe, whose narrow cavity. 

Doth purge the inborn air, that idle staying, 
Would else corrupt, and still supplies the spending : 
The cave's third part in twenty by-ways bending^ 
Is calFd the labyrinth, in hundred crooka ascending. 

XLV. 
Such whilome was that eye-deceiving frame. 
Which crafty Daedal with a cunning hand 
Built to empound the Cretan prince's shame : 

Such was that Woodstock cave, wh«re Rosamond, 
Fair Rosamond, fled jealous Ellenore ; 
Whom late a shepherd taught to weep so sore. 
That woods and hardest rocks, her harder fate deplore. 

XLVI. 
The third part with his narrow rocky strains 

Perfects the sound, and gives more sharp accenting ;r 
Then sends it to the *fourth ; where ready waits 
A nimble post, who ne'er his haste relenting, 
Makes to the judgment-seat with speedy flight ; 
There the 'gust judge attending day and night. 
Receives the ent'ring sounds, and dooms each voice arightl 

XLVII. 
As when a stone troubling the quiet ^^ers. 

Prints in the angry stream a wrinkle round. 
Which soon another and another scatters, 
Till all the lake with circles now is crown'd : 
All so the'air, struck with some violence nigh^ 
Begets a world of circles in the sky ; 
AH which inflected move with sounding quality. 

# The last passage is called the Cochlea, snail^ ot peri winkle, where the 
nerves of heariu^ plainly appear. 
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XLVIII. 

These at Auditus^ palace soon arriving, 
' Enter the gate^and strike the warning drum : 
To those, three instruments fit motion giving, 

Which every voice discern : then that third room 
Sharpens each sound, and quick conveys it thence ; 
Till by the flying post His hurr'yM hence, 
And in an instant brought unto the judging sense. 

XLIX. 
This sense is made the master of request. 

Prefers petitions to the prince's ear : 
Admits what best he likes, shuts out the rest ; 
And sometimes cannot, sometimes will not hear : 
Oftimes he lets in anger-stirring lies. 
Oft melts the prince with oily flatteries, 
ni mought he thrive, that loves his master's enemies ! 

L. 
'Twixt Visus' double court a tower stands, 

Plac'd in the suburbs' centre ; whose high top, 
And lofty raised ridge the rest commands : ■ 

Low at his feet a double door stands ope, 
Admitting passage to the air's ascending ; 
And divers odours to the city sending. 
Revives the heavy town, his lib'ral sweets dispen^^g. 

LI. 
This vaulted towVs half built of massy stone. 

The other half of stuiffless hard and dry. 
Fit for distending, or compression : 
The outward wall may seem all porphyry. 
Olfactus * dwells within this lofty fort; 
But in the city is his chief resort. 
Where 'twixt two little hills he^eeps Wa judging courl, 

* Tb« tense of smelliu^. 
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LII. 

By two great caves are fix'd these * littk hills, 

Most like the nipples of a virgin's breast ; 
By which the air that th' hollow tower fills, 
Into the city passeth : with the rest 

The odours pressing in, are here all stay'd ; 
Till by the sense impartially weigh'd, 
Unto the common judge they are with speed convey'd. 

LIII. 
At each side of that tow'r, stands two ffair plains, 

More fair than that in which rich Thessaly 
Was once frequented by the Muse's trains : 
Here ever sits sweet blushing modesty : 

Here in two colours beauty shining bright, 
Dressing her white with red, her red with white. 
With pleasing chain enthrals, and binds loose wand'ring'sight. 

LIV. 
Below a cave^ roof 'd with a heav'n-like plaster, 

And under strew'd with purple tapestry. 
Where jGustus dwells, the Isle's and prince's taster,, 
Koilia's steward, one of the Pentarchy ; 

Whom § Tactus (some affirm) got of his mother : 
For by their nearest likeness one to th' other, 
Tactus may eas'ly seem his father, and his brother. 

LV. 
Tactus the last, but yet the eldest brother ; 

(Whose office meanest, yet of all the race 
The first and last, more needful than the other) 
Hath his abode in none, yet every place : 

♦ These are those two little paps or teats spoken of in the xvth stanza of 
this canto, 
f The cheeks. 

}' Gustus, or the taste, is in the palate. 
i Tactus> the sense of feeling. 
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^' Through all the Isle distended is his dwelling ; 

He rules the streams that from the Cephal swelling, 
Run all along the Isle, both sense and motion dealing. 

LVI. 
With Gustus, Lingua* dwells, his prattling wife, 

Endowed with strange and adverse qualities : 
The nurse of hate and love, of peace and strife ; 
Mother of fairest truth, and foulest lies, 

Or best, or worst ; no mean : made all of fire. 
Which sometimes Hell, and sometimes Heav'n inspire. 
By whom truth's self oft speaks, oft that first murd'ring lian 

LVII. 
The idle Sun stood still at her command. 

Breathing his fiery steeds in Gibeon : 
And pale-fac'd Cynthia at her word made stand, 
Resting her coach in vales of Ajalon. • 

Her voice oft open breaks the stubborn skies^ 
And holds th' Almighty's hands with suppliant cries: 
Her voice tears open H^U with horrid blasphemies. 

LVIII. 
Therefore that great Creator, well foreseeing 

To what a monster she would soon be changing, 
(Though lovely once, perfect and glorious being) 
Curb'd her with iron t bit, and held from ranging ; 
And with strong bonds her looser steps enchaining, 
Bridling her course, too many words refraining, 
And doubled all his guards, bold liberty restraining. 

LIX. 
For close within he sets twice sixteen guardersj. 
Whose harden'd temper could not soon be movM: 

* The tongue. f The tongue is held with a ligament called the bridle. 

X It is guarded by the teeth and Dps, both which* help and sweeten the 
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Without the gate he plac'd two other warderk^ 
To shut and ope the door, as it behoved : 

But such strange force hath her enchanting art^ 
That she hath made her keepers of her part. 
And they to all her slights all furtherance impart. 

LX. 
Thus (with their help) by her the sacred Muses 

Refresh the prin(5e, dulFd with much business ; 
By her the prince, unto his Prince oft uses, 
In heavenly throne, from Hell to find access. 
She Heaven to Earth in music often brings, 
And Earth to Heav'n : — ^but oh, how sweet sho sings, 
When in rich Grace^s key, she tunes poor Nature's strings. 

LXI. 
Thus Orpheus won his lost Euridice ; 

Whom some deaf snake, that could no music hear> 
Or some blind newt, that could no beauty see. 
Thinking to kiss, kilFd with his forked spear : 

He, when his plaints on earth were vainly spent,, ^ 
Down to Avemus* river boldly went, 
And charmM the meagre ghosts with mournful blandishment.. 

LXII. 
There what his mother, fair Calliope, 

From Phoebus' harp and Muses spring had brought him;, 
What sharpest grief for his Euridice, 

And love, redoubling grief, had newly taught him. 
He lavishM out, and with his potent spell 
Bent all the rigorous pow'rs of stubborn Hell : 
He first brought pity down with rigid ghosts to dwell. 

LXIIL 
Th* amazed shades came flocking round about^ 
Nor car'd they m^w to pas$ the Stygian ford : 



THE PURPLE ISLANl>. 71 

An Hell came running there (a hideous rout) 
And dropp'd a silent tear for evVy word : 
The aged ferryman shoy'd out bis boat ; 
But that without his help did thither float. 
And having ta*en him in, oame dancing on the moat* 

LXIV. 
The hungry Tatital might have filPd him now ; 

And with large draughts swill'd in the standing pooU 
The fruit hung listening on the wondering bough. 
Forgetting Hell's command ; but be (ah, fool 1} 
Forgot his starved taste, his ears to fill : 
Ixion^s turning wheel at length stood still ; 
But he was rapt as much with pow'rful music's skilk 

LXV. 
TirM Sisyphus sat on his resting stone. 

And hopM at length his labour done for ever : 
The vulture feeding on his pleasing moan, 

Glutted with music, scorn'd grown Tityus' liv^. 
The Furies flung their snaky whips away^ 
And melt in tears, at his enchanting lay; 
No wailings now. were beard : all Hell kept holiday^ 

LXVI. 
That treble dog, whose voice ne'er quiet fears 

All that in endless night'« sad kingdom dwell ; 
4Btood pricking up bis thrice two listening ears^ 
With greedy joy drinking the sacred spell ; 
And softly whining pitied much his wrongs ; 
And now first silent at those dainty songs. 
Oft wish'd himself more ears, and fewer mouths and tongues 

LXVII. 
At length return^ with his Euridice ; 
But with this law, never to turn his eyes. 
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Till he was past the bounds of Tartary ; 
Alas ! i¥ho gives love laws in miseries ? 

Love is love*s law ; love but to love is tied). 
Now when the dawn of the next day he spied,. 
Ah, wretch : — Euridice he saw,-*-and lost, — and died. 

LXVill. 
All so, who strives from grave of hellish night, 

To bring his dead soul to the joyful sky ; 
If when he comes in view of heav'nly lights 
He turns again to Hell his yielding eye, 
And longs to see what he had left ; his sore 
Grows desp'rate, deeper, deadlier than afore : 
His helps and hopes much less, his crime and judgmt^nl inore. 

LXIX. 
But why do I enlarge my tedious song. 

And tire my flagging Muse with weary flight ? 
Ah ! much I fear, I hold you much too long. 
The outward parts be plain to every sight : 
But to describe the people of this Isle, 
And that great* prince, these reeds are all too vile. 
Some higher verse may fit, and some more lofty style. 

LXX. 

See Phlegon drenched in the liquid main. 

Allays his thirst, and cools his flaming car ; 
Vesper fair Cynthia ushers, and her train : 
' See, th' apish Earth hath lighted many a star, 
. Sparkling in dewy globes ; — all home invite : 
Home then my flocks, home shepherd's, home,His night : 
My song with day is done ; my Muse is set with light.*' 

LXXL 
By this the gentle boys had framed well 
A myrtle garland mix'd with conq'ring bay, 

• The intellect 



THE PURPLE ISLAND. 78 

Ff om whose fit march issued a pleasing smile^i 
And all enamelled it with roses gay; 
With which theycrownM their honour^ ThirsiPsi head; 
Ah ! blessed shepherd swain ! ah happy meed! 
While allhis fellows chant on slender pip«8 of rtfd. 
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■ .^'^ .' ^ i' 

THIQ JbDUjCs had uow MvlQck'd the gate .<tf daff 
When fair Aurora leaves her frosty bed, 
Hasting with youthful Cephalus to play, 

Unmask'd her face and rosy beauties spread : 
Tithonus' silver age was much despisM. 
Ah ! who in love that cruel law devisf d, 
That old lovers little worth, and^new too highly pria^d« 

II. 
l*he gentle shepherds on a hillock placM, 

(Whose shady head a beechy garland crown' d) 
ViewM all their flocks that on the pastures graz'd : 
Then down they sit, while Thenot 'gan the round; 
Thenot ! was never fairer boy among 
The gentle lads, that to the Muses throng 
0y Camus^ yellow streams, learn tune their pipe and song^ 

III. 
^' See, Thirsil, see the shepherd's expectation ; 

Why then, ah ! why sitt'st thou so silent there t 
We long to know that Island's happy nation ; 
Oh, do not leave thy Isle unpeopled here. 
Tell us who brought, and whence these colonies ; 
Who is their king, what foes, and what allies ; 
What laws maintain their peace ; what wars, and victories?" 

IV. 
" Thenot, my dear ! that simple fisher-swaiui 

Whose little boat in some small river strays ; 
Yet fondly launches in the swelling main. 
Soon, yet too late, repents his foolish plays : 
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How dare I then forsake my wvll-aet bounds, 
Whose new-cut pipe a9 yet but harshlyrsonnds ; . 
▲ narrow compass best my uncrown Muse emponndsr* 

V. 
Two shepherds most I love, with just adoring. 

That Mantnan swain, who chan^d his slender reed. 
To trumpet's martial Toice, and war's loud roaring, 
From Corydon to Turnus* daring deed ; 
And next our home-bred Colin, sweetest firing : 
Their steps not following close, but for admiring; 
To lackey one of these, is all my pride's aspiring. 

VI. 
Then you my peers, whose quiet expectation 
* Seemeth my backward tale would fain invite ; 
Deign gently hear this Purple Island's nation, 
A people never seen, yet still in sight ; 

Our daily guests and natives, yet unknown ; 
Our servants born, but now commanders grown ; 
Our friends, and enemies ; aliens, yet still our own. 

VII, 
Not like those heroes, who in better times 

This happy Islapd first inhabited 
In joy and peace ; — when no rebellious crimes. 
That godlike nation yet dispeopled : 

Those claim'd their birth from that eternal Light 
Held th' Isle, and rul'd it in their Pather^s right ; 
And in their faces shone their parent's image bright, 

VIII, 
For when this Isle that main would fond forsake. 

In which at first it found a happy place. 
And deep was plung'd in that dead hellish lake ; 
Back to their father fled this heav'niy race^ 
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And left the Isle forlorn and desolate ; 
That now with-fear, and wishes all too late, 
Sought in that blackest wave to hide his blacker fate^ 

IX. 
How shall a worm, on dust that crawls and feeds, 

Climb to th^ empyreal court, where these states reign^ 
And there take TieW of what Heaven's self exceeds ? 
The sun-less stars, these lights the Sun distain : 
Their beams divine, and beauties do excel 
What here on Earth, in air, or Heaven xio dwell : 
Such never eye yet saw, such never tongue can tell, 

X. 
Soon as these saints the treachVous Isle forsook^ 
\ RushM in a false, foul, fiend-like company. 
And every fort, and every castle took. 
All to this rabble yield the sov'reignty : 

The goodly temples which tho^e heroes placM, 
By this fouL rout were utterly defacM, 
Aud all their fences sftrong, and all their bulwarks razM. 

XI. 
So where the neatest badger most abides ; 

Deep in the earth she frames her pretty cell. 
Which into halls and closulets divides : 

But when the crafty fox with loathsome smell 
Infects her pleasant cave, the cleanly beast 
So hates her inmate and rank smelling guest. 
That far away she flies, and leaves her loathed nest, 

XII, 
But when those graces (at their Father's throne) 

In Heav'n's high court to justice had complain' d, 
JIow they were wrong' d, and forced from their own, 
Ai|d ^hat fqul people in their dwellings reign'd j 
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How th' Earth much waxM in ill, much wan'd in good ; 
So full-ripe vice ; how blasted virtue's bud : 
Begging such vicious weeds might sink in vengeful flood : 

XIII. 
Forth steppM the just * Dicaea, full of rage ; >/^ 

(The first bom daughter of th' Almighty King) 
Ah, sacred maid ! thy kindled ire asswage ; 
Who dare abide thy dreadful thundering ? 

Soon as her voice, but* Fatter' only, spake, 
The faultless Heav'ns, like leaves in autumn, shake ; 
And all that glorious throng with horrid palsies quake ! 

XIV. •■ *^ 
Heard you not flate, with what loud trumpets' sound, 

Her breath aWak'd her Father's sleeping ire ? 
The heav'nly armies flam'd. Earth shook, Heav'n frown'd. 
And Heav'ns dread king call'd for his forked fire ! 

Hark ! how the pow'rful words strike through the ear 5 
The frighten'd sense shoots up the staring hair. 
And shakes the trembling soul with fright and shudd'ring 
fean 

XV. 
S6 have I seen the earth, strong winds detaining^ 

In prison close ; they scorning to be under 
Her dull subjection, and her pow'r disdaining, 
With horrid strugglings tear their bonds in sunder. 
Meanwhile the wounded earth, that forc'd their stay, 
With terrour reels, the hills run far away ; 
And frighted world, fears Hell, breaks out upon the day. 

* According to heathen iny thology, the daughter of Kipiicr, the maide« 
goddess of justice and judgment. 

f See tjhie poQiQ called Christ's Victory, &c. part I. stanza 19, 
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XVI. 

But see, bow Hwiid her sister and her sif^. 
Soft hearted Mercy sweetly interposing^ 
Settles her panting breast against bis fire. 
Pleading for grace, and chains of death miloosii^ : 
Hark I from her lips the melting honey flows y 
The striking tbunderer recalls his blows ; 
And eTcry armed seedier down bis weapon throws. 

XVII, 
S^ when the day, wrappM in a clondy night. 

Puts out the Sun ; anon the rattUng bail 
On Earth pours down bis shot with fell despite : 
Which being spent, the San puts off his vail. 
And fair his flaming beauties naw nnsteeps ; 
The ploughman from his bushes gladly peeps ; 
And hidden traveller, out of his covert creeps. 

XVIII. 
Ah, fairest maid ! best essence of thy Father, 

Equal unto thy never equalled sire ; 
How in low verse shall thy poor shepherd gather. 
What all the world can ne'er enough admire ? 
When thy sweet eyes sparkle in cheerful light. 
The brightest day grows pale as leaden night, 
JLnd Heav'ns bright burning eye loses his blinded sight* 

XIX. 
Who then those sugared strains can understand. 

Which calm'd thy Father and our desjp'rate fears ; 
j^id charmed the nimble li^t'ning in his hand. 
That unawares it droptin melting tears } 
Then thou dear ^swjain, thy heav'nly load unfraugjhC ^ 
For she herself hath thee her speeches taught, 
S0 near her Heaven they be, so far from human thought. . 
• Tbe auUior of Chrisi*^ Victory, &c 



THE PURPLE ISLAim. 9t 

XX, 

Bat let my lighter skiff return again 

Unto that little Isle ^hicb late it left. 
Nor dare to enter in that boundless main. 
Or teH the nation from this Island reft ; 

But sing tliat civil strife and home dissension s/ 

'Twixt two strong factions with like fierce contention. 
Where ne'ver peace is heard, nor ever peace is mention. 

XXI, 
For that foul rout, which from the Stygian brook, 

(Whe^e first they dwelt in midst of death and night) 
By force the lost, and empty Island took ; 

Claim h«Ace full conquest, and possession's right : 
But that fair band which Mercy sent anew, Ky^ 
The ashes of that ^rst heroic crew,*, 
iCfom their forefathers claim their right, and Island^s due. 

XXII. 
In their fjEtir looks thek parents' grace appears, 

Yet their renowned sires were much more glorious ; 
*For what decays not with decaying years ? 

All night, and all the day, with toil laborious, 
(In /loss and conquest angry) fresh they fight : 
Nor can the other cease or day or night. 
While th' Isle is d<mbly rent with endless war and fright 

XXIII. 
JV.S when the Britain and the Iberian fleet. 
With resolute and fearless expectation. 
On ^embling seas with equal fury meet. 

The shore resounds with diverse acclamation ; 
Till now at length Spain's fiery Dqns 'gin shrink : 
Down with iheir ships, hope, life, and courage sink : 
Courage, life, hope, and ship^, the gaping surges drink. 
^ Se» the. viith stanza of tluA cante. 
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XXIV. 

But who, alas ! shall teach my ruder breast 

The names and deeds of these heroic kings ; 
Or downy Muse, which now but left the nest, 
Mount from her bush to Heaven with new bom wings ? 
Thou sacred maid ! which from fair Palestine, 
Through alLthe world hast spread thy brightest shine. 
Kindle thy shepherd swain, with thy light flaming eyn. t 

XXV. 
\ySacred Thespio ! which in Sinai's grove 

First took^st thy being and immortal breath, 
And Taunt' st thy offspring fr6m the highest Jove, 
Yet deign'st to dwell with mortals here beneath. 
With vilest earth, and men more vile residing ; 
Come holy virgin, to my bosom gliding; 
Wjth thy glad angel light my blind-fold footsteps guiding... 

xxyi. 

And thou, dread Spirit ! which at first didst spread 

On those dark waters thy all-opening light ; 
Thou who of late (of thy great bounty led) 
This nest of hellish fogs, and Stygian night. 
With thy bright orient Sun hast fair renew'd^ 
And with unwonted day hast it endu'd ; 
Which late, both day, and thee, and most itself eschew'd. 

XXVII. 
ipread Spirit ! do thou those sevVal bands unfold ; 

Both which thou sent'st, a needful supplement 
To this lost Isle, and which with courage bold. 
Hourly assail thy rightful regiment ; 

And with strong hand oppress and keep them under. 
Raise now my humble vein to lofty thunder, 
Thgi Heav'uand EnrUi may souod, resound thy praise witk 
wonder. 



I'he Island's priiice, o{ frSiifo#Mk^tUh, , 

Is rightly cair 4 tl»^ aUr^f dinff lait^lfaet ^ ^ 

All glorious briglMy MOb^othiag istepre^sitriBi ; 

Whose sun-like ^ut^ d»d.m«H»i divine aspect^ 

No hrtmadh sighl niay enwr hdpif deaery : 

For when himself 011^9 aioll mfl^tB fads ^e^ 

Dull and afmz?d he IMaoidd aib ae Urigfat isagetty^ 

axix. 

Look, as the sim^ ^Mulse cay and srearohiag lights 

Here, t]Mre, ami ereryirhere itself displays^ 
No nook or corner flios hia pieroing fAght )> 
Yet on himself ffhe»he reflects lua^ raya, 

Soon baek he flinga the two bold ^^ent-riog gleamr^ 
DoiKhi to the Eardi the flames all broken stream ; 
Such is thialfiuBious'pi^iitce^ such his unpieiK)^ beam* 

XXX. 
His strangest body is: nibt bodily, 

But matter without matter i nereT fllPd; 
Nor filling ; though wi<^in his compass high, 
All Heav'a and £arth, and all in both are held*; 
Yet tlHMiBaiid tho^ifisand Heavens be eould contfldny 
And stitt as empty ai^ at first remain : 
And when Wtokieaiii most, readiest to take again. 

XXXL 
Tl^ough travelling all places, changing none ! 

Bid him soar up to HeaVn, and thence down throwing 
The centre seardh, smd IM^ d^rk realm ; be'&i gone, 
Returns^ anives^ before thou daw'st him going : 
And while his weary kingdom safely sleejps y 
All restless night he waleh and warding keeps : 
Never his carefid beiid cm i^esting pillow sleeps. ' 

. M- 
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XXXII. 

In eT*ry quarter of fliid Messed Isle' 

Himself both present is, and president^ 
Nor once retires (ah, happy realm the while> 
That by no officer's lewd* lavishment, 
With greedy lust and wrong, consumed i3Lri\y 
He all in all, and all in eVry part, 
Doth share to each his due, and equad dole itttpartL 

XXXIII. 
He knows nor death, nor years, nor feeble age ; 

But as his time, his strength and yigour groWs : 
And ^hen his kingdom by intestine rage, 
Lies broke and wasted,^ open to his foes y 
And batterM seonce now flat and even lies ; 
Sooner than thought to that Great Judge he flie^;: 
Who weighs him just reward of good, or injuries.. . 

XXXIV. 
I For he the judge's viceroy here i^ placed ;' 
Where if he live, as knowing he may die. 
He never dies, but with fresh pleasure grae'd. 
Bathes his crown'd head in soft eternity ; 
Where thousand joys and pleasures ever new. 
And blessings thicker than the morning dew. 
With endless sweets rain down on that immortal crew. 

XXXV. 
There golden stars set in the crystal snow ; 

There dainty joys laugh at white-headed caring ;. 
There day no night, delight no end shall know ; 
Sweets without surfeit ; fulness without sparing y 
And by its spending, growing happiness : 
There God himself in glory's lavishness 
DifFus'd in all, to all, is all full blessedness- 
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XXXVI. 

Hut if he here neglects his Ma«ter^« law. 

And with .those traitors 'gainst Ms Lord rebel, 
2>own to the dec^ :ten thousand fiends him draw ; 
Deeps, where nigbjt, death, despair, and horrour dwell. 
And in wmrst ills, still worse expecting, tears : 
Where fell despite fQr spite.his bonrels tears ; 
And still increasing grief, and .torment ^ever iv^i^s. 

XXXVIL 
Tray'rs there are idle, death is wooM in vain ; 
In midst of death, poor wretches long to die : 
Night without day, or rest, still doubling pain ; 
Woes spending still, yeit still .their end less nigh : 
The soul there restless^ helpless, hopeless lies ; 
The body frying roats, and roaring fri^s ; 
! There's life thai never lives, there's deajh that peyer die^. 

xxxyjii. 

Hence while unsettled here he fighting reigns^ 

Shut in a tow'r where thouswd enemies 
Assault the fort ; with wary eare and pains 
He guards all entrance, and by divers spies 
Searcheth into his foes and friend's designs, 
For most he fears, his subjects' wav'ring mind ; 
This tower then only falls when treason undermine^. 

xxxix. 

Therefore while yet he lurks in earthly tent, 

Disguis'd in worthless robes and poor attire. 
Try we to view his glory's wondetment, 
And get a sight of what we so admire : 
For when away from this sad place he flies. 
And in the skies abides, mor^ bright th^^ iskie% ; 
Too glorious is bis fight for our dim mortal eyes. 
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, XL. 

So currd-head Thetis, water's feared q««eti, 

But bound in oauk of sand, yields not to sight ; 

And plauet^s glorioas king may best he seen, 

V When some thitt cloud -dims his too piercing Kght, 

Aiid n^ith€^ none {nor all his face discloses :) 

For vAaem Ws bright eye fifll our eye opposes. 

None gains his glorious sight, but his own sight he loses, 

XLI. 
Within the castle sit eight counsellors, 

That help him in iliis tent to govern well ; 
JSach in his room a seVral office bears : 
Three of his inniiost private council deal 
In great affairs : five of less dignity 
Have outward courts, and in all actions pry, 
But still refer the doom to courts more fit and high. 

XLII. 
Those five fair brethren which I sung of late. 

For their just number called the Pentarchy ; 
The other three, three pillars qf the state : 
The *first in midst of that high tow'r doth lie, 
(The chiefest mansion of this glorious Idng) 
The judge and arbiter of every thing. 
Which those five brethren's posts into his office bring. 

XLIII. 
Of middle years, and seemly personage. 

Father of laws, the rule of wrong and right 5 
Fountain[of judgment, therefore wondrous sage. 
Discreet, and wise, of quick and nimblfe sight : 
Not those sev'n sages might him parallel ; 
Nor he whom Pythian maid did whilome tell 
To be the wisest man, that then on Earth did dwell. 

t The common senses 
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XfilV. s 

As Neptune's cfatern draws in tribute tides, 

(Yet neTer full) \9hich. erery iftianneHmtigs, • ' ■ 
And thirsty drinks^ and drinking^ diirsty bides ; 

For by some hidden \fay, back te the springs »- 

It sends the streams in erring condmts spread. 
Which, <with a circling duty, still are led ; 
Soever feedmg them, is by then ever fed. .^ i . 

•XLV.- 
Bv'n so the first of these three counseltcrs, • 

Gives to the five the powV of all descrying ; 
Which back to hita nrtth mutual duty bears 
AH their infonnings, and the causes trying : 

For through straight trays the nimble post ascends 
Unto his hall ; there up his message sends, 
Which tor the next well scannMjhe straiglitway recommends. 

XLVI. 
The next that in the castle's front is plac'd, 

Fhantastes* hight, bis years are fresh and green 5 
JBs visage old, his face too much defac'd 
With ashes pale; his eyes deep sunken been 
' With often thoughts, and never slack'd intention : 
Yet he the fount of speedy apprehension, 
Father of vrit, the well of arts, and quick invention. 

XLVII. 
But in his private thoughts and busy brain 

Thousand thin forms and idle fancies flit ; 
The three-shapM Sphinx ; and direful Harpy's traitf ; 
Which in the world had never being yet ; 

Oft dreams of fire, and water; loose delight; 
And oft arrested by some ghastly spright. 
Nor can he think, nor speak, nor move, for great afingbt. 

* TheCancy. 
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XLVIII. 

Phantasies from the first all shapes derivingp,^ 

In new habiliments can quickly dight ; 
Of all material and gross parts degpriving. 
Fits them unto the noble pni^e^s sight ; 
Which soon as he hath viewM uritb searching eye^ 
He straight commits them to his treasury. 
Which old Eumnestes keeps, father of memory. 

XLIX. 
l^umnestes old, who in his living soceep 

(His mindful breast) the rolls ami records bears 
Of all the deeds, and meo^ which he hath seen. 
And keeps locked up in faithful registers : 
Well he recalls Nimrod*s first tyranny ; 
And Babel's pride, daring the lofty sky ; 
Well he recalls the Earth's twice growing infancy. 

L. 
Therefore his body weak, his eyes half bUnd« 

But mind more fresh and strong ; (ah, better fate 1} 
And as his earcase, so his house declin'd ; 
Yet were the walls of firm and able state : 
Only on him a nimble page attends, 
Who when for aught the aged grandsire sends 
"With swift, yet backward steps, his ready aidaQce len&. 

LI- 
But let my song pass from these worthy sages 

Unto this Island's highest ^sovereign : 
And those hard wars which all the year he wages : 
For these three late a gentle fshepherd swain 
Most sweetly sung, as he before had seen 
In Alma's house : his memoiry yet green 
Lives in his well tun'd songs ; immortal all I ween. ,» 

* The uAderataading. f Sjgen^r. 
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LII. 

Nor can I guess, whether his Muse diyineT 

Or gives to those, or takes* from them his graoe; 
Therefore Eumnestesin^his tasting shrine 
Hath justly hhn enroUM in second place ; 
Next te our Mantuan poet doth he rest ; 
There shall our Colin liye for ever blest, 
^Spite of those thousand spites, which liring, Jiim oppressM* 

LIU. 
The prince his time in double office spends r 

For first those forms and fancies he admits, 
Which to his court busy Phantastes sends. 
And for the easier discerning fits : 
For shedding round about his sparkling light, 
He clears their dusky shades, and cloudy night. 
Producing like himself 'their shapes aU shimng bright., 

LIV. 
As when the Sun restores the glittering day, ^ 
The wor\d late clothM in night's black liTery, 
Doth now a thousand colours fair display. 
And paints itself in choice yariety ; 
Which late one colour hid, the eye deceiving : 
All so this prince those shapes obscure receiving,. 
With his sufiused light makes ready to conceiving. 

LV. ^ 
This first, is calPd the active faculty, 

Which to a higher pow'r the object leaves r 
That takes it in itself, and cunningly 
Changing itself, the object soon perceives : 
For straight itself in self-same shape adorning. 
Becomes the same with quick and strange transforming ; 
80 is all things itself, to all itself conforming. 



Thus when the «jte,%ougbyi¥|ui%' jt^j^poyte 7 . , . : 

Letsiatia^waDcl'i^iiig sb^ee, i^.crjiatolretraBg;^ .; 
Quickly itself to ev'py fort ^aiKsorts,,, . 'V 

So is whatever it sees l|>y wb^ro|is <4ta9^' : . 
Thrice happ^ then, ifhe» o» ^ly^t^miriHiiiHr bfi|^iy& 
He ever farte^B }u^mu^QYeid<g||^^ . 
0p is what iher^ b?. ^?wi9 ; diviiM^ fffjL)!,; g]t#]ioiidI|fiiA< 

Soon as the prinq^y these forms IpiaA ^t^^f^^: ' , ' ^T 

Parting the ^]^ from trtte» ib^ ^r:<Nig|>fr9i9^ fis^^^i ; 1 
He straight presently them to his b^evu^us q^meen^ . 
Whose courts are lower^i ^t Q^ e<}^c^ jasighit ; . 
Yoletta t fair^ who w^th him^iveS) and tfeigns ; 
Whom neither man> noc fiei^d, nor God conftfepaim: 
Oft good, oft ill|p :o£t both> yet ever free r^maiUBv 

Lvin. 

Not that great % sii^yereign of ihe Fairy land. 

Whom late omr Goliu bath eterni^d ; 
(Though Graces decking her ivitb'plenleeus hajid^ 
Themselves of grace have all unfurnished ; 
Though ih her breast she virtue's temple bare. 
The foijp^ temple of a guest so fair) : 
Nor that great tGloorian's self^with tbi9 mij^t e'erjoomiianr, 

WX. 
Her radiant beauty, daai^ng mortal' eye; 

Strikes blind flie dliriiig sense ;.h9X spurkling fsce 
Her husband's self now cannot well descry. : 
With such strange brightness, isuch^ immortal gcanse^ 
Hath that great parent in her cradle made. 
That Cynthia's silver cheek would quickly fade,^ 
And light itself to her, would seem a painted shade. 

9. Corinthians, iii. 18. f The WiU. ' . ;} Queen Eli zabetlW 



fiut, ah! ^iic!dtliy h^oiim<wQfidi.ai|d*piide, 

She stained,' hev beiuity with most ba&some spot ; 
ISer Lord's fixt^ li»vv ^^ spouse's light denied, 
Sa fiWd hee spouse a|idself< with- leprous blpt : 
A^4*i^<}^alLdaik ]»tbeb &*8t mofviiig ray. 
Whatieerse mi^bMhen^theirvformer light display, 
Wheiir^yAttiMir darkest iiightoutsihiiKes the brightest day > 

LXI. 
On her a royal damdel stiU attendfi, 

And faithfU counsellor, ^ynteresis t 
For though Voletta evef good, intends. 
Yet by fair ills she oft decseivedis ; 

But ills so .fairly dress!d. with cunning slight. 
That wiue's selfthey well may seem to sight. 
But that' bright virtue's self oft seems not half so bright. 

LXII. 
Therefore Synteresis of nimble i^ght. 

Oft helps her doubtful hand, and erring eye ; 
jBlse mought she ever, stumblingiq this night. 
Fall down ai? deep as deepest Tartary . 
Nay, ttence asM)fair.maid> Repentance, rears^ 
And in h^ arms, her- fainting lady, bears, 
Washing her often sjtabis with ever-fiJling tears. 

hXllL 
Thereto she adds a wat^ sovereign) 

Of wondrous force, and skilful composition : 
For first she. pricks the, heajrt in trader vein ; 
Then from those precious drops, and deep contrition, 
W:ith lips' confeiEusion, and with bitter cries^ 
Still' drij^ a. broken spirit, sad vapours rise, 
Eihal'd by sacred fired, and drop through melting eyes. 

* Cojiflcience. 

' N 
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LXIV. 

These cordial dropsy these spirit heafiivg bahn^^^ 

Cure all her sinM bruises^ clear her eyes ; 
Unlock her caos ; recover fainting qualms : 
And now growa fresh and strong, she makes her ris^ 
And glass of unmaskM sin, she bright displays. 
Whereby she sees, loaths, mends her former ways f 
Bo soon rep^drs her light, doubling her new-bom rayis. 

LXV. 
But, ah ! why do we (simple as we been) n^ 

. With curious labour, dim, and vailed sighlr. 
Pry in the nature of this king and queen^ 
Groping in darkness for so clear a light i 
A light, which once could not be thought or told,. 
But now vrith blackest clouds is thick enroird. 
Pressed down in captive chains, and pentia earthly moulds 

LXVI. 
Rather lament we this their wretched fette^ t 

(Ah, wretched fate,, and fatal wretchedness !) 
Unlike those former diiys, and first estate. 
When he espous'd with meking happiness. 
To fair Voletta, both their lights conspiring. 
He saw whatever was fit for her requiring, 
And she to his clear sight, would temper her desiring. 

LXVII. 
When both replenished with celestial light,. 

All coming evils could foresee and fl.y ; 
When both with clearest eye, and perfect sight,. 
Could every nature's difference desory : ^ 

Whose pictures now they scarcely see with pain, 
Obscure and dark, like to those shadows vain. 
Which thin and empty glide along Avernus* plain. 
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LXVIII. 

The flowVs that, frightenM with sharp winter's dr«ad, 

Retire into thehr mother Tellus' womb, 
Yet in the spring in troops new mustered 
Peep out again from their unfrozen tomb : 
The early Violet will fresh arise^ 
Spreading his flower'd purple to'the skies $ 
Boldly the little elf the winter^s ^pite defies. 

LXIX. 
The hedge, green satin pinkMandeut, arrays; 

The helio trope to cloth of gold aspires ; 
In hundred-colour'd silks the tulip plays ; 

Th' imperial flowV, his neck with pearl attires ; 
The lily, high her silver grogrsun rears ; 
The pansy, her wrought velvet garment bears ; 
1*he red-rose, scarlet, and the provenee, damask wears. 

LXX. 
How falls it then, that such a heav'nly light, 

As this great king's should sink so wondrous low, 
That scarce he can suspect his former height ? 
Can one eclipse so dark his shining brow, 
' And steal away his beauty glittering fair ? 
One only blot, so great a light to impair. 
That never could he hope his waning to repair ? 

LXXI. 
Ah ! never could he hope once to repair • 

So great a wane, should not tbtit new-born Sun, 
Adopt him both his brother and hi^ heir ; 
Who through base Hfe, and death, and Hell, would run, 
To seat him in his lost, now jsurer eell, 
Thatiie may mount to Heav'n, He sunk to Hell ; 
That he might live, He died, that he might rise, He lell ! 
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LXXIf. 

A perfect viTj^ l>feeds aad beafe a b<ms 

Th' immortal father of lii« nfOHal noth^ ; 
Earth, Heav'n, flefeib, npirit, man, God, ttet in one : 
His younger brother's cUid, his children^^ brother. 
Eternity, who yet was bOm and died ; 
His own creator, Earih*« scorn, Heav'ti^ piride ; 
Who Deity, is fleshM, and man's flesh defied. 

LXXIII. 
Thou uncreated Sun, HeaVn'li glory bright ! - 

Whom we with hearts, and knees low bent, adore ; 
At rising, perfect, and now falling li^ght ! 
Ah, what reward^ what thasaks shall we n^store ! 
Thou wretched wast, that we might ha^y be : 
O, all the i^od we hope, aad all we see ! 
1*hat &ec^ we l^now a^d lore, Cbmes from thy loye and thee. 

LXXIV. 
Receive, what we eanofily back return, 
ir (Yet that we may return^ then first must gi^e) 
A heart, which fain would flame, which fain would burn 
In praise ; for thee, to thee, would only live : 
And thou (who satt'st in night to give us day) 
light and enflame us with thy glorious ray, 
That we may back reflect, and borrowM light repay. 

I.XXV. 
So we beholding with immortal eye. 

The glorious picture of thy heay^nly face, 
In his first beauty and true majesty. 

May shake ffom our dull souls these fetters base : 
And mounting up to that bright crystal sphere. 
Whence thou strik'st all the world with shuddering fear^ 
May not be hel^ by Earth, nor hold vile Earth so d^ar ^ . 



LXXVI. 

Then should thy shepherd (poorest shepherd) sing 

A thousand cantos in t^y heavenly praise. 
And rouse his flagging Muse, and fluttering wing, 
Tojchant thy wonders in immortal lays ; 
(Which once thou wrought' st, when Nilus^ slimy shore, 
Or Jordan's banks thy mighty hand adore) 
Thy judgments and thy mercies ; but thy mercies more. 

LXXVII. 
But see, the stealing night with softest pace, 

To fly the western Sun, creeps up the east ; 
Cold Hespar 'gins unmask his evening face. 
And calls the winking stars from drowisy rest : 
Home tiien, my lambs ; the falling drops eschew : 
To-morrow shall ye feast in pastures new, 
A^d with the rifing Sun banquet on peaded dew. 
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CANTO VII. 



^ 



I. 

X HE rising morn lifts up his orient head, ^ 

And spangled Heay^ns in golden robes invests ; 
Thirsil upstarting from his fearless bed, 
Where useless nights he safe and quiet rests, 
UnbousM his bleeting flock, and quickly thence 
Hasting to his expecting audience, 
Thus urith sad verse began their grieved minds t^ incense** 

II. 
'^ Fond man, that looks on Earth for happiness. 
And here long seeks what here is never found t 
For all our good we hold from Heav*n by lease, 
With many forfeits and conditions bound ; 
Nor can we pay the fine, and rentage due : 
Though now but writ, and seaFd, and giv'n anew^ 
Yet daily we it break, then 4^ily must renew. 

III. 
Why shouldst thou here look for perpetual good. 

At evVy lo^s 'gainst heav'n*s face repining } 
Do but behold where glorious cities stood, 
With gilded tops and silver turrets shining; 
There now the hart fearless of greyhound feeds. 
And loving pelican in safety breeds: 
There screeching satyrs fill the people's empty stedest. 

IV. 
Where is the Assyrian lion^a golden hide. 

That all the east once grasp'd in lordly paw ? 
Where that great Persian bear, whose swelling pride . 
The lion's self tore out with ravenous jaw ? 

* i. ?. Places, 



THE PURPLB ISLAND. tl 

Or he which 'twixt a lion and a pard, 
Throagh all the world with nimble pinidns farM*^, 
And to his greedy whelps his conquerM kingdoms 8har*d. 

^ ' V. 

Hardly the place of such antiquity, 

Or note of these great monarchies we £rnd : 
Only a fading verbal .memory, 

And empty name in writ is left behind : 
But when this second life and glory fades. 
And sinks at length in timers obscurer shades, 
A second fall succeeds, and double death invades. 

That monstrous beast, which nurs'd in Tiber's fen, ^ 

Did all £be world with hideous shape affray ; 
That fiird with costly spoil his gaping den. 
And trode down all J^h'e rest to dust and clay : 
His batt'ring hprns puird out by civil hands. 
And iron teeth lie scatterM on the sands ; 
Backed, bridled by a monk, with sev'n heads yoked stands. 

YII. 
And that blaek tTuUure, which with deathful wing 
Overshadows half the Earth, whose dismal sight 
j^rightenM the Muses from their native spring, 
Already stoops, and flags with weary flight : 
Who then shall look for happiness beneath > 
Where each new day proclaims,chance,change,and death, 
fluid life itself *8 as flit as is the air we breathe. 

VIII. 
Nor might this prince escape, though he as far 
All these excellff in worth and heavenly grace, 
As brightest Phoebus does the dimmest star : 
The dee])est falls are from the highest place. 

» ie went.. t T^^ TmV ^ 
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There lies he ofs^ Iffm'A ^1h. Wt «»# » fcflfc 

iTell me, oh, tell me then^ tf^pv^ bo^y^ ]M^|s^l 
Sacred Thespio ! yfk^Xtth^^ c^9«^s^ ift^y 1)% 
Of such despite ; so many for)Bii)^ii,use 
To persecute unpitied mi^y, ! 
Orifthesecai^KerMfqe^ ^s^ t^os^Wfi^ Sftjff 
So mighty 'l*©, tjiat gir4,tWs,.wpJ(l,o£clf^X;, 
What maHes it,hold,so long; a^4.thi:j^9'teii'4(nHA ^^^J 

X- 
When that great IfOxA hi? stpding court.w^u}^4l:m^4i 

The outward walls wUh gems and glorio^f U^^ta^ 
But inward roomi^'ir^ith nobler courtiers £U'd ; 
Pure, living fl^npies^ swift, Wghty, bl^/3$ed.spiig}Mtet- 
But some his royal sejryice (fools !} disdain^ 
So down w«pe flung : — (oft bliss is double paia) 
In Heay^n they scornMto serve, so njonf in. H^U tbey.rei^ 

There turnM to serpents, swoPn wit)^ pride and hate..^ 

Their prince a dragon fell, wl^ burst witl^ spite.^ 
To see this king's and queen^s y^t^h^ppy state, 
Tempts them to lust, and pride ; prevails by. slight.: 
To make them wise, and gods, he uudertak^es, 
Thus while the snake they hear, they turn to snakes ; 
To make them gods he boasts, but beasts, and .devils mabel^ 

XII, 

But that great ^Lion, who in Judah's plains 
The awful beasts holds down in due Sntjeotion ; 

The dragon's craft, and base-got spoil disdains. 
And folds this captive prince in his protection , 

• BeveUtion T. 5. 
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Breaks ope t^ j^ly apd brings the pris^neft thenoe* : 
Yet placM thepi in this castle's weak defence. 
Where they might trust and seek a higher Proyidei^cf . 

XIIL 
So now spread round abqut this little hojid^ 

With armies infinite, encamped lie 
Th* enraged dragon and Us j8eq>ents bold ; 
And knowing well his time grows jshort and nigh, 
He swells with venbmM goref, and poisonous heat ; 
Hi^ tail unfolded. Heaven itself doth beat, - ^ 

And sweeps the mighty stars from their transcendjent seat^ 

XIV. 
With him goes J Caro, cursed dam of sin. 

Foul, filthy dam of fouler progeny; 
Yet seems (skin deep) most fair by mtching fpn r 

To weaker sight ; but to a purged eye ^^ 

Looks like (nay, worse than) Hell's infernal hags i , • 
Her empty breasts hang like lai^ hollow bags : 
And Iris' ulcer'd skin is patch'd with leprous rags. 

XV. . 

Therefore her loathsome shape's in steel array'd j 

AU rust within, the outside polisbM bright ; 
And on her shield a Mermaid sung and play'd, 
Whose human beauties lure the w^^nd'ring sight; 
But slimy scales hid in their waters lie : 
She chants, she sniiles, so draws the ear, the eye. 
And whom she wins, she kills : — the word, *Hear,.ga^e, imd 
die.' 

XVI. 

And after march'd a fruitful serpent fry. 
Whom she of divers lechers divers bore ; 

* Isnke i? 18. f BevelSitions, lui. 12. J Tfee flesli. 
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Four'i' to AiiagtlUd/fbiir tlUd paiblbd whorl; 
td loatlisbtne kiei>ie j^'rougft't fbrth to light '; 
Twice four got Adieus, a Hateful wight : 
But swoPn Aerates two, borh in biib bed atid ^^ight. 

Maechusf the fir^t, oJT shameless hold lis^ect ; 

Yet With him libubt aii^ I'ear still ti-'eAbling go : 
Oii ibok'd he back, as if he did suspbct 

Th* approach of some iinwish*d, unwelcbme foe t 
behind, fell Jealbiisy Jhis steps bbseirvM, 
And sure Revenge with dart that never swerv'd : 
Ten thousand grl^lfs aiid plagues ne fell, but more deserved, 

XVlii. 

His aripoidrMabK as Hell, or starless night, 
And in his shield he lively poiirtrayM Bare 
Mars fest iibpoiind in arms of Venus* light. 
And tle<t as fas^ in Vulcan^s isiubiil snare : 

She jfeign''^ to blush for shame, now all too late ; 
But his red colour seein lb sparkle hate : 
^ Sweet are stoFn waters,* round about the marge he wrate. 

XlX. 
Porneius): next hiiti pac*d, a meagre wight ; 

Who^e leaden eyes sunk deep in swimming head, 
And joyless Ipok, like some pale asVy spri^^ht ; 
Seemed as he now where ayin^, or now dead : 
And with hiin Wastefulness, thaVau expended,, 
And Want, that s^till ii^ theft and prisoil ended,. 
A hundred foi^l diseases close at'sback attended. 

* The iiniiU of the flesh, see Gal. v. 19, fiO, 21, and are here rknked iqIq 
four CQmpanieB ; 1st, unchastity ^ 2nd, irreligion ; 3rd, unrighteousness; 
4th, intemperance. 

f Adultery, Gal. r, 19. | Fornicatipo. 



ism m^w. w^^- m 
. & 

ttis shining })9^ j^^ leggj ft fPMfeUj|f flfjgg, 

And an liis am^ i^f.^jcg j^f ^^ b|ffn j}{f fffp^^ 
That flesh an^ ^9]^^ yg^ef^ gj^Vn with ^19* ^p^; 

Hi^wK^ • la fiffi } My?; f» fif? ? ^m. w^ ^" 

With him* Acathairuf ; }ii '|PH§caii dre^fi ^ 

A thing that ii^)}gr ^fio if ill c^^^ i^ or b(^ : 
Upon^ bo; 1|^ 1^\4 u ^^»L^onifif^, 
On whp^e f^ ||mb^ ^ ^}es ^till gr^dy fe^sjb ; 
He sp^f^^ Ite jtgys, Id^^es Ifi^ sbiaiffg face : 
Behind^ r^fro^l^ fflxd tl^Ofi^and d^yil^ pace : 
.Beiovey^^imBJ^iem^e^ t^f; Qanpot changi^ \^e]^ gr^ce. 

Ml. 

His armour seemM to laiigh ^h id][^ boy^i 

Which all f^Qift tb^r Yrantpp gportings play'^4 J 
Ala would himself k(^p out tbe^f* childish toy^ | 
^d UkwC ^ boy ji^ Jtl^f^m unmai^y aid : 
In his broa<|li t^^gj? jthejbird ^i: yfffigs dispread. 
Which tTjii^g Yf^ i^p Tvoj^fk Gsaiycaede ; 

Aa^yps^ w» mt • f^^ ^k k^ }^^ i^ cpupiecj.' 

^XIJI. 

Aselgesf follo^d ^^xt the I^9lldest ji^oy 

That ever play'd jlja Yegu^? W^9^ fiouH : 
He little cares who n»t»s his laxisb joy ; 
Broa4 mfiXfi }»» je^ta, wild bis uncivil apoi^ ; 
Uis f^bion too, too ^ond^ and loosely Ught : . 
A long bTe-^ocj^ on hh left shoulder's plight ; 
I^ Jtp §, Yf!9mm'» k9fS, weU fdvtfw^d a woman's spric;ht« . 

f ^Qtar, ]Rom ji..S;$i;37. Lev^ XI. 1^, 15, 16. f Laseiviousncss. 
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xsiy. 

Lust in strange nests this' cttckoo egg condeitM ; ' ' ' 
Which nurs'd ivith i^rfeits, dress'd t^ith fond disguiiTM, 
In fancy's school his breeding firWt TeceiT*d r '' *'* 

So thfiH brave spark to wilder flaine sthee; ^ 

And now to court preferrM, high* bloods be fitbs, 
' There blows up pride, vain HDirth, and loose desitfes ; 
And heav'nly souls (oh grief!) witti hellish flame inspiret^ '" ^ 

XXV. 
There oft to rivals lelads the gentle' Dor *, 

Oft take (his mistrese by) the bitter bobf : 
There learns her each day's changie of Gules, Vefd, Or,' • * 
(His sampler) ; if she pouts, her slave must sob -: 
Her face his sphere, her hair his circling sky ; 
Her love his Heav'n, her sight eternity : ' ' 

Of her he drmn^, with her he lives> for her he'U dito. 

XXVI 
Upon his arm a tinsel scarf he wore, 

Forsooth his madam's favour, spangled fair : 
Light as himself, a fan his helmet bore,' ' 

With ribbons dress'dpbegg'd from his mistress* hair-: 
On's shield a winged boy all naked ishin'd ; ' 
His folded eye^, willing and wilful blind : 
The word was wrpught with gold, ' Such is a lover's mini;* 

XXVII. 
These four, Anagnua and foul Caro's sons, 

Who led a diflPrent and disorder'd rout ; 
Fancy, a lad that all in feathers % wons, j . . 

And liM>se Desire, and Danger lidk'd with DdVibt ; 
And thousand wanton thoughts still budding new: 
But lazy Ease usher'd the idle crew ; 
And lame Disease shuts up their tro<^ :ivith- torments chie. 
.* A Hrm aatd for UaTe to flle«p awhile. f A taant. % i. e. BweHs. 
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• XXVIII. 

Next ba^d, by Asebie was boldly led, 

* -And his four sons begot in Stygian nigfat f 
First * Idololatros, whose monstrous head 

Was like an ugly fiend, his flaming sight ' 
Like blaring stars ; the rest all different : 
For to 'his shape some part each creature lent ; 
But to the gir^t Creator all adversely bent. ' 

XXIX. 
4Jpon Ms breast a bloody cross he scorM, 

Which oft he worshipped ; but the Christ that died 
Thereon, he seldom but in paint adorM ; 

Yet wood, stone, beasts, wealth, lust, fiends, deified: 
He makes mere pageant of the savingf rock. 
Puppet-like trimming his almighty stock : 
Which tiien, his god, or he, which is the verier block ? 

XXX. 
Of giant shape, and strength thereto agreeing. 

Wherewith he whilome all the world oppress^ ; 
And 3ret the greater part (his vassals being) 
SlumbVing in ignorance, securely rest ; 
A golden calf (himself more beast) he bore, 
Which brutes with dancings, gifts, and songs adore, 

* Idols are laymen's books,' he round all wrote in ore. 

XXXI. 
Next tPbarmakeus^ of ghastty, wild aspect ; 

Whom hell with seeming fear, and fiends obey ; 
Full easily would he know each past effect, 

And things to come with double gUess foresay, 

* Idolatry/ eithec. by worshippiog the true OcMlby false ^i^rship, ftg by 
linages, against the seaond commaodmeDt : or giving anray hu worship i» 
Ihat which is not God against the first. 

f Psaloi hcii. 7. X Witchcraft^ and magical arts. 



By slain beasts^ entra]!^; ^4f^^^®* marked fligU : 
Thereto he tempest ^^^'d by mf^Qy 9^ sj^PglDd 
And diarmM the ^ua §nd ^90J^ ||t}4 c|LJfj|g?4 ^ ^ V^ 
night. 

So when the so^fh (fliPBiflS ^ ^abl^lrt If iagf 

In humi(| jjce^) sweqp* wth> droBB^AK^^S^^^ 
Th' air, earth, ai^f^ ^eas ^ b|f ligs' 1^4 (1^^^94'MB' 
And flashing eyes make ail ^^q world afraid v 
Liglit with daiff dftp^, w»*^Ff W* ?r?i «?5 »«!>.. * 
T^.e Sun but no|ir 'm rising, V^PWi^ ^ 
And finds west shades \jf\ eai^i ^i^d f»^as in air? jf^t 

By birth anfl h^nd, b^ J^Sffl^lEig fortu)(e9 tellf -, 

Oft brings^ froiQ sha^des bif g|*]^ttd^f$> dananc^ l^b?^ f 
Oft stolen goods foirc^ qui by wicked spel)s : 
His frightful shield will) t^pusand fiends embost. 
Which seein'd ifijt^^ut ^ pirj^le^s rifng to pUy • 
In mid^t hiijfiself 49WP^i^9 i^^ S^Q^^^V f^¥i 
And prints sad cb^xapt^^^, i^rhich nogij^ may yftiip QV jiptf « 

The third *H^reticiis, a wfai^giyg pari. 

Who in the way to He^y'n would mlUd ejrp ; 
And oft coi^yicte^) s^i)! WP^id snatjc)^ aj^i sn^ji t 
His Crambe oft repeats ;r-|pll tongue^ no ear ; 
HfanOhstin^y, T^n^e, 9)Qid Scorn a^eijided : 
On's sbi^M^ With t^ ut^ error ^iiglii?' d ^op^tpivH^ : 
Bis motto this, ^ R^the^ thijis err, fiififix b^ ffff^fjaifiii** 

XXXV. 
Last march'd Hypocrisy, false form of grace^ 
Tha^ Taunts the shew of all, has truth of none : 

♦ Heresy, 



A TQiien hfeaft lie ih^^ With |»amM fite ; 

Amqn^ iKe beasts, k mlile, ^mbng^i bee^, a drone, 

|Moil^^t st&rs, k nieteor : — all thie lYorld neglects him ; 

Kor goocl, hbr bad, nor HeaV'n, nbr Earth affebt^ him : 

Irbe Earth, for glaring feHfali, for bare fohnu Heav'n rejects 

him. . 

XXXVI. 

His wanton heart he tUIs t^ith dewy eye^, 

So bft the world; and oft Minself deeeivett r 

His tongue his heart, his haiids his tongue belies : 

In's path (as snails) silrer, but slime he leaves : 

He Bkbers glory is, but Sion's taint ; 

Religion's blot; but irreligion's paint : 

A shini dbraad, at honie a fiend ; and worst; & sftint, 

XXXVII. 

So tallow lights iiVe glittMng, stinking die; 

Theib gleams aggrate the sight, steams Wound the sm'ell : 

So Sddoin aj^i^s pled:sls the ravishM eye. 

But sulphur taste prbdaii^ their root's in hell : 

So airy flamed to heaT'nly seem allied, 

But when their oil is spent, they swiftly glide, 

Andnrto geliyM mire melt all their gilded pride. 

XXXVIII. 

So rushes gre^h, smooth, full, are spungy light ; 

So their ragg'd stones in velvet peaches grown ; 

So rotten sticks seem stairs in cheating night ; 

So quagmires false, their mire With emeralds cro'i^ : 

Such is Hypocrisy's d^eitful frame ; ! 

A stinking light, aisulphnrfflnt, false ftame; 

)ln»>oth rhish, peach stone,, filere vrood, false mire, i^ voice, ^ 

name. 

XX2(IX. 

0uch were his arfnS) false gold, true alcbymy ; 

C^litt'riog witb glossy stones, and fine deceit : 
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His sword a flattering steel, which guU'd the eye. 
And pierced the heart with pride and self-conceit : 
On's shield a tomb, where death had dress'd hisTbeif 
With curious art, and crown'd his loathsome head. 
With gold, and gems:— his word, ^ More gorgeous wheB 
dead,' 

• XL. 
before them went their ntirse, tiold Ignorance ; 

A loathsome monster, light, sight, 'mendment scorning ; 
Bom deaf and blind, fitter to lead the dance 
To such a rdHit; her siWer head adorning, 

(Her dotage index) much she. braggM, yiet feign'd : 
For by false tallies many ^ years she gainM; 
Wise youth i» hoftonrM age ; — age's with dotage stainM« . 

XLL 
Her failing legs with erring footstep^ reelM ; 

(Lame guide to bUss !) her dau^ters on each srde 
Much painM themselves, her stumbling feet to wield ; 

Both like their mother, dull and beetle ey'd : 
* The first was Error false, who multiplies 
Her numVous race in endless progenies : 
For but one truth there is, ten thousand thousand lilBS^ 

XLIL 
Her brood overspread her round with sin and blood. 

With envy, malice, mischiefs infinite ; 
Whilst she to see herself^ amazed stood, i 

So often got with child and big with spite : 
Her offspring fly about, and spread their seed ; ^ 
Straight hate, prid^, schism, wars, seditions breed, 
Qei up, grow ripe. — How soon prospers the vicious weed ! 

XLHI. . • 

The other owl-ey'd Superstition, 

Deform'd^ disitorted, blmd in shining light j 



Yet stiles her^^lf %<% 1l>^¥61ltoh, 
And i6 ii t^afl^a, »tid seeths m shftA jf Mglit : 
*^eatftll as 1* the tiare, 6r fcttntedMnd ; 
Her face, and breast^ she oft with crosses M^M t 
No custom would she bre&k, 6f change her settled mind« 

XLIV. 
If hari, m Sttdte, Iktt Wfty, lml*«^? A« teHW*««> ' 

And stops b^i" mated dt^s ; ^^ feaini tLfRrigfht li^ 
When falfin^ ^)t ptlint^ out^me fktal lo§^^9^ 

tffl BactJhUs' ^apes Whh holy sprilnlde qtiit^ her : 
fcCet only *biMe is an filta Patetf ; 
Her antidote afe hafloW'd wa4 tthd watet* : 
1' th* dark, all lights are i^i^ts, all noises chains that 
clatter. 

With them marched (suiik in deep security) 

ProfE«ietie^i^ to tfe ffearM, for ttelrer fearingj 
And by Mm, tiew bathis coining &las{]^my, 
Who nattier not Gdd, l)Ut in a cufse, or sweiacrfng; : 
Ahd thousand t^ftier fiends in diverse ^sfaioii^ 
DisposM in several w&rd, and certain station : 
Under, Hell n^dely ^fa^i^M ; and bver, ttew tiamnatldtl. 

XLVI. 
Next Adieus his sons;M[it'St jEcthros sly, 

Whosfe pridk'd-up ears kept open house for lies ; 
And's leering eyfes st^l T^ateh, and wait to spy 
When to ret«i*n stiitl-livitig injuries : 

* Alluding to the erroneous Popish translation. 

f In contradistinction to Vera Mater> i. e. the true mother | the church rtf 
Rome so calling herselif. 
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Fair weather smiPd upon his painted face, 
And eyes spoke peace, till he had time and place, 
Then pours dourn showVs of rage, and streams of rancour 



XLVII. 

So when a sable cloud, with swelling sail 

Comes swimming through calm skies, the silent air 
(While fierce winds sleep in iBoFs rocky jail) 
With spangled beams embroiderM, glitters fair ; 
fiut soon 'gins lowV : straight clattMi^ hail is bred, 
Scattering cold shot ; light hides hts golden head, 
And with untimely winter, earth's o'er-silvered. 

XLVIII. 
His arms well suit his mind, where smiling skies 
Breed thundering tempests : on his lofty crest 
Asleep the spotted panther couching lies, 
And by sweet scents, and skin so quaintly drest^ 
Draws on her prey : upon his shield he bears 
The dreadful monster which great Nilus fears ; 
(The weeping crocodile) his word, * I kill with tears.* 

XLIX. 
With him Dissemblance went, his paramour, 

Whose painted face might hardly be detected ; 
Arms of offence he.seld* or never wore, 
Lest thence his close designs might be suspected ; 
But clasping close his foe, as loth to part. 
He steals his dagger with false smiling art. 
And sheaths the trait'rous steel in his own master^s heart. 

L. 
Two Jewish i^ptains, close themselVes enlacing 

In love> sweet twines, his target broad displayed ; 
One tb* other's b^ard with his left hand embracing. 
But in his right a shining sword he swayM, 
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Which unawares thro^ th* other's ribs he smites; 
There lay the wretch without all burial rites : 
tlis wordy ^ He deepest wounds, that in his fawnhig bites.* - 

LI. 
Eris* the next, of sex unfit for war : 

Her arms were bitter words from flaminff tongue, ^ 
Which never quiet, wrangle, fight and jar; 
Ne would she weigh report with right, oir wrong : 
^ What once she held, that would she ever bold, ' 
And non-obstantes force with courage bold : 
The last word must she have, or never leave to scold. 

\ LIL 
She is the trumpet to this angry train. 

And whets their fury with loud-railing spite : 
But when no open foes did mofe remain. 
Against themselves, themselvesishe would incite. 
Her clacking mill, driv'n by her flowing gall, ' ' 
Could never stand, but chide, rail, bark, and bawl : 
Her shield no word could find, her tongue engrossed themal]. 

Lin. 

2elost the third, whose spiteful emulation 
Could not endure a fellow in excelling ; 
ITet slow in any virtue's imitation. 
At easy rate that fair possession selling ; 
Still as he went he hidden sparkles blew^ 
Till to a mighty flame they sudden grew. 
And like fierce lightening all in quick destruction drew. 

LIV, 
Upon his shield lay that Tirinthian swain, 

Swelt'ring in fiery gore, and poisonous flame, 
His wife's sad gift venom'd with bloody stain : 
Well could he bulls, snakes. Hell, all monsters tame; 

♦ Variaace, f EniWaU«ti. 



Well (ml4 h^ IRciaf '« ^^p^ort^ wA piropi ^low : 
But hy £^11 jpal^usy, now ^^«rtJw:ow#, 

Thumos* the fourth, a dii:e> r^^epgi^f^l swmn ; 

Whode 9aul was mq^e gf ftajM^,, "ii^o^ci ^i^h of fire, 
Wrath in bis heaH, ^$^% rage, cmd4 C^y reign! 
Fierce yf^fk bi« look, wbei^^l^d itt sparkling tir« ; 
But wJi^^ 4B»d pal#MS^ii| bis cheek tp^k aeizi^re, 
And all jUie hlapd i4'« hpiling b^ai:t did t^ea^ure. 
Then ill bi§ Mrild i^f ve^ge» lu^pt ha nor mean nor m^asurf^ 

LYlv 
Like as when waters w^Ud witk bra;|e^ wr/iatb> 

Are sieg'd wAlthcri9l^ag 4^mM> t(ieiji coonpopA fp^ ; 
The angry seas 'gin fpam i^nd bptly bj^^atbet 
Then swell, i:is0i raY^e, ai^ still more furious g|><)w ^ 
Nor cm b« bidd. } b^t forc'd with fires below, 
T^fi^g ^im^ vfavesy break apt, and all o'ei^Qow v 
So WH4 hi»mmti Msp4» and da0h*d bi^ angry brpw. 

For in his face, r^d h^i^A s^^by caldt 

Strove which should paiDt rev^ge ip prQpor Colou;rs : 
That, like consuming fire, n^pst droadfud roU'd ; 
This, liker deathy t^ff^a^Mm aU deadly dolpurs : 
His trembling hand a da^ar stiUandwpa/c'd, 
Whichin bi# friepd be r^bly Qfk^ anca^'d ? 
|lis shield's ^^m^9 (T^fh bipod \nHk fpiilieat stsin dafac'd, 

Lvm. 

Next him Erithiu^t, jmrnt PP^iaiat swuia, 
That all ip. laiT? aad fptfd coptention spapt ; 

Not one was fpjipd iQ all ^^ ppm'xpim ti::aip, 
yf^ whpw in apy thjipg he wojuld ^oapctni ; 

♦ WrattM t Stiife, . 



His will lu3 UWi he weighM not wrong or right ; 
Mach scor^'d to I^ear^ n|uch ipore forgive a spigt^ : 
Te\,i\fmfi^t h^^ tb' asses' Ipad, apd coward's yirtuo, bij^ht 

I4X. 
His weapons all were framM of shining gold, 

Wberewitb be subtly fougbt close under hand : 
Thus would he rigfl^t from right by force with-hold, 
Nor suits, nor friends, Bor laws bis slights witb«tan4 ; 
Ah, powerful weapon ! how dost thou bewitch 
Great, but b;ise minds, ahdapotfst with leprous itch. 
That never are i© thought, nor ever can be ripb ! ' 

liX. 
Upon his belt (fafUleu'd with leather laces) 

Bk^k hoj^fifk bungi sb^atbs of bis paper-swords, 
Fiird up with writs, si^pcepas, trial-cases ; 
This trespass'4 bJW in cattle, that in wprds : 
Fit hi^ ^^\c^i »i)4. yrfijl hi^ shield became, 
A salavimd^ 4l^awi| in lively frame : 
His word was iHm, ^ I Uve, } breathe, I feed oi^ %m^^ 

LXI 
Next after him marcb'd ppoud Picbpstasis*, 

That wont but in the factious cpurt to dwell ; 
jBut npw to sbepherd-swains close link^ed i^ \ 
And taught them (fools !) to Qh^tS^ ^beir hmnble c«iUi 
And lowly weeds, for courts, and purple ga.y^ 
To sit alpft, and states mi. prblP^s 9way : 
A booljh, m scepli-^ Uj^daoiMr erring ^k^^ to^tof • 

hmh 

A mitre trebly c^own'd ih' iwpp«WP WQ«^ ; 

For He^v% Ewtbi JMlt be claipaf wi^ l^fty fjA^ : 
Not in his lips, but b9Ad^, two i^yf bP borp, 

Heav'p's door^ and H^1^3 to^bNl^ ^ni opep wi4^ : 

* Seditiouj or Schism« 
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But late his keys are marrM, or brdken quite : 
For Hell he cannot shut, but opens light ; 
Nor Heaven can ope, but shut ; nor buys, but sells by slight. 

LXIII. 
^' Two heads, oft three, he in one body had,^ 

Nor with the body, nor themselves agreeing : 
What this^ con^manded,. th* other soon forbad ; . 
As'different in rule, as n^Lture being : 

The body to them both, and neither prone, 
Was like a double-hearted dealer grown ; 
iSndeaTouring to please both parties, pleasing none. 

LXIV. 
As when the powVfuI wind and adverse tide 

Strive which should most command the subject main ; 
The scornful waves swelling with angry pride 
Yielding to neither, all their force disdain : 
Mean time the shaking vessel doubtful plays. 
And on the staggering billow trembling stays, 
And would obey them both, yet neither she obeys. 

LXV. 
A subtil craftman framM him seemly arms, 

ForgM in the shop of wrangling Sophistry ; 
And wrought with curious arts, and mighty charms, - 
Tempered with lies, and false philosophy : 
Millions of heedless souls thus had he slain. 
His se v'n-fold targe a. field of gules did stain ^ 
In which two swords be bore : his word, * Divide, and rtign* 

LXVI. 
Envy the next. Envy with squinted eyes ; 

Sick of a strange disease, his neighbour's health ; 
Best lives he then, when any better dies ; 
Is never poor, but in another's wealth t 
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On best men*s harms and griefs he feeds his fill ; 
Else his own maw doth eat with spiteful will : 
* lU must the temper be, where diet is no ill. 

LXVII. 
Each eye through divers optics sliljr leers^ 

Which both his sights and object's self bely ; 
So greatest virtue as a moat appears, 
And molehill faults to mountains multiply. 

When needs he must, yet faintly, then he praises ; 
Somewhat the deed, much more thelneans he raises : 
So marreth what he makes, and praising, most dispraises. 

Lxviii; 

upon his shield that cruel herd-groom playM, 

Fit instrument of Juno's jealous spite ; 
His hundred eyes stood fixed on the maid ; 

He pipM, she sigh'd : his word, * Her day, my night.' 
His missite weapon was a lying tongue. 
Which he far ofi^like swiftest lightning flung : 
That all the world with noise, and foul blaspheming rung. 

LXIX. . 

Last of this rout the savage Phonos* went, 

Whom his dire mother nursM with human blood ; 
«And when more age and strength more fierceness lent. 
She taught in a dark and desert wood 

With force and guile poor passengers to slay. 
And on their flesh his barking stomach stay, 
And with their wretched blood Msl fiery thirst allay. 

LXX. 
€o when the never settled Scythian 

Removes his dwelling in an empty wain i 
When now the Sun hath half his journey ran-, 
^is horses he bloods, and pricks a trembling veio ; 

* Murder. 
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So il*otti the ^Mfi d qu^ctieS hii§ tMrsly lie&tt : 
Yet WbYse, fhls fifetid makes his own fieslilits m^at- 
Monster ! the rav'tibUs bear, his kind t^iU tteVfeT iga!t- 

Ten thousand furies oh his Steps awaited. 

Some seared his hatden'd soiit with Stygian brand ; 
Some with black terrots his faitit conscience baited, 
That wide he star'd, and stardhed hair did stand r 
The first borti into still in his ifaitid he bore, 
Foully arrayed in guiltless brother's gore, 
Whidh for rerenge to tteav'h, from Earth did loudly roa^'* 

LXXII. 
His arms oJSensive ^11, to spill, not spare ; 

Swords, pistols, poisons, instruments of Hell ; 
A shield he wot6 (not that the wretch did cacre 
iTo save his flesh, oft he himself would quell) 
For shew, not tlse : on it a viper swilling 
The dam*S split gore ; his empty bowels filling 
With flesh that gave him life : his word, ' 1 live by killing/ 

LXXIII. 
And last, his brutish sons. Aerates sent, 

Whom Caro bore both in one birth aiid bed, 
Methos* the first, whose paunch his feet out- went, 
As if it usher'd his unsettled head : 

His soul quite souced lay in grapy blood ; 
In all his parts the idle dropsy stood ; 
Which, tho' already drown'd, still thirsted for the fiood. 

LXXIV. 
This thing, nor man, nor beast, turns all his wealth 

In drink ; his days, his years, in liquor drenching : 
So quaffs he sickness down, by quaffing health ; 
Firing his cheeks with quenching ^ strangely quenching 
* Drunk^nne«s 
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His eyes wHh firing ; dull and faint they roUM : 

But, nimble lips, known things and hid unfold ; 

Belchings, oft sips^ large spits point the long tale he told« 

LXXV. 
His annour green mi^t seeiii a fruitful TiHe 3 

The clusters prison^ in the dose set leaves^ 
Vet oft between the bloody grape did shine ; 
And peeping forth^ his jidlor's spite deceiTes : 
Among the boughs did swilling Bacchus ride> 
Whom wild grown Moenads bore, and cY^ry stride, 
Bacche, lo Bacche, loud with madding Yoice they cry'd^ ^ 

LXXVI. 
On's shield, the goatish satyrs dance around, 

(Thdr heads much lighter than their nimble heels) 
Silenus old, in wine (as ever) drown' d, 

Clos'd with the ring, in midst (though sitting) reels i 

TJnder his arm a bag-pipe swolPn he held, 
^ ' (Yet wine-swoU'n cheeks the windy bag outswd^d) 
So loudly pipes : las word, * But full, no mirth I yield/ 

LXXVII. 
Insatiate sink, how with so general stain 

Thy loathed puddles, court, town, fields entice ! 
Ay me ! the shepherd's selves thee entertain, 
And to thy Curtian gulph do sacrifice : 

AH drink to spew, and spew again to drink% 
Sour swill-tub sin, of all the rest the sink. 
How can'st thou thus bewitch with thy abhorred stink ? 

LXXVIII, 
The eye thou wrongest with vomit's reeking streams, 

The ear with belching ; touch thou drown'st in wine ; ^ 
The taste thou surfeit'st ; smell with spewing steams 
Tbou woundest: fob! thou loathsome putrid swine i 

Q . 
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Stin ihw hioredmst fUr^^ when iMnA Ham sUAeat ; 
The mind ^iid will thou (wit's bane);e«tyti^e taktM ; 
Seii^eleiM thy hoggiidi filth, aad sense thou seiipeless mAm(U 

LXXIX. 
Thy fellow sins, abd all the rest of tftses^ 

With seemifif ^od^ are fairly elbth'd to sight ) 
Their feigned sweets, the blear-ej^d Will emtioes, 
Coz'ning the daezled seiito with boitow'd Hg^ : 
Thee, neitber ti^e^ m6r yet flilse good edifi«Mldli ^ 
Profit, Borr pleasttteon thy steps attends : 
Folly begins thy sin, i«4iieh stltt with madness elids. 

LXXX; 
WithMethos, Ohittony, bis giyttlhi^bM^ter, 

Twin parallels; drsiwii from fhe sdlf'-same litter ; 
So foully like was eithea^ ta^thci o^her, 
Andl both iMst like a mon^reu^b^^d sWiM : 
His life ^as either a <$ofiti*ne<l f^asl, 
Whose stitffeitSk npbn sorfbHs hitn ^ptessM ; 
Or heaVy lile^p, that helj^ so gfeaita toad digest. 

LXXXI. 
Mean time his soul, wagh'd down with muddy ohsdns, 

Can neither work, not move in captive bands ; 
But duird in vap'rous fogs, all careless reigns, 
Or rather serTes strong appetite's comiAdtKis : 
That when be now was gorged wiHi cranJm'd down store^ 
And porter wanting room haid shut the door> 
The ghitttm sighM, that he could gorntaiidlaie no more. 

UE^XII. 
His crane-like neck was all unlacM ; his breast. 

And gouty limbs, like to a circle^ round, 
4i8 broad as long ; and for his spear in rest 
Oft with, hisntaff he beats the yielding grmnd ; 
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Wherenrith his hftttdsdid hdp his feet to hetr^ 
Else could they iU so huge n burthen steer : 
His clothes were all of leaves, no armour could he wear. 

LXXXIII. 
Only a target light, uponliis arm 

He careless bore, on which old Qryll was drawn, 
Transformed into a hog with cunning charm ; 
In head, and paunch, and soul itself a brawn 
Half drownM within ; without, yet still did hunt 
In his deep trough for swill, as he was wont : 
Cas*d all in loathsome nm*e : no word ; Gryll could but gruQt 

LXXXIV. 
Him serrM sweet seeming lusts, self pleasing lies, 
But bitter death flowM from those sweets pf sin ; 
And at the rear of these in secret guise 

Crept Thievery, and Detraction, near akin, 
No twins more like : they seemed almost Iho sasoi ; 
One stole the goods, the other the good nam* : 
The latter lives in sCom, the fornix dies in slu^iM- 

LXXXV. 
Their boon companions in their jovial feasting , 

Were new-shap'd oaths, and damning perjuries ; 
Their cates, fit for thdir taste, profanest jesting; 
SaucM with the salt of Hell, dire Uasphemles* 
But till th' ambitious Sun, yet still aspiring^ 
Allays his flaming gold witti 'gentler ilring^ 
We'll rest our weary spng, to ^ai thick gf^^% retiribg. 



110 THE PURPLE ISLAND. 



CANTO VIII. 

I, 

XhE sun began to sla€k his bended bow, 

And more obliquely, dart his milder ray ; 
When cooler airs gentiy 'gan to blow. 
And fan the fields, parched with the scorching day : 
The shepherds to their wonted seats repair ; 
Thirsil, refreshed with this soft breathing air. 
Thus 'gan renew hi9 task, and broken song repair, 

IL 
What watchful care must fence that weary state. 

Which deadly foes begirt with cruel siege ; 
Andfrailest wall of glass, and traitVous gate 

StriTe which should first yield up their woeful liege ? 
By enemies assailM, by friends betrayed ; 
When others hurt, himself refuses aid : 
By weakeness' self his strength is foilM and pyerlayM* 

III. 
^ How comes it then, that ip so near decay 
We deadly sleep in deep security, 
When every hour is ready to betray 
Our lives to that still watching enemy ? 
Wake then, thy soul, that deadly slumbereth ; 
For when thy foe hath seizM thy captive breath, 
^oolate to wish jffkst life, too late to wish for deat^. 

IV. 
Qaio the vanguard with the Dragon led. 

Cosmos^ the battle guides, with loud alarms ; 
Cosmos the first son to the Dragon red, , 

Sbiiung ii^ seeming gold ecad glitf ring arms ; . 
* Th^ world or Mammon* 
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Well might lie seem a strong and gebtle knight, 
As e^er was clad in steel and armour bright ; 
But was a recreant base, a foul, false cheating spright. 

V. 
And as himself, sueh were his arms ; appearing 
Bright bumishM gold, indeed base alchymy, 
Diin beetle eyes, and greedy worldlings blearing ; 
His shield was 4lress^4 ^^ night's sad livery, 
Where man-like apes a glow-worm compass round, 
Glad that in wintry night they fire had found : 
Busy they puff and blow: the word, ^ Mistake the groa||d.* 

VI, 
mistake points air his darts ; his sun shines bright, 

(Mistaken) light appear, sad lightning prove : 
His clouds (mistook) seem lightnings,^ turned to light ; 
His love true hatred is, his hatred love ; 
His shop, a pedlar's pack of apish fasUon ; 
His honours, pleasures, joys, are all vexation : 
His wages, glorious care, sweet surfeits, wooM damnation* 

VIL 
|Iis libVal favours, complimental arts ; ^ 

His high advancements, Alpine slippery straits ; 
^is smiling glances, death's most pleasing darts ; 
And (what he vaunts) Us gifts are gilded baits j 
Indeed he nothing is, yet all appears* 
Hapless earth's happy fools, that know no tears ! 
^ Who bathes in worldly joys, swims in a world of fears.* 

VHL 
Pure Essence ! who hast made a stone descry 

'Twixt nature's hid, and check that metal's pride 
That dares aspire to gold's high SQv'reignty ; 
jVh^ leave soiHe touchstone erring eyes to guid^ 
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And judge difiaembla^ee! ««e jby 9vfa|Lt ^l%Qff ^ 
Sin iidth fair gloss our m0l6*ey^d aigbt f^tieeff. 
That Tiees virtues seem to uu^st ; a^d virtues vioe9» 

IX. 
^ Strip thou their meretrieious seendiaeMiy 

And tinfold glitt'ring, bare to ev'ry Slight, 
That we may loatli their inward ugliness ; 
Or else uncloud the soul, whose thady U|^i 
Adds a fair lujstre to false earthly bliss ; 
Thine and their beauty differs but in thi« ; 
Th^rs what it is not^ seems ; thine seems iiot wbittit |s« 

X. 
Next to the captain, eoward * Delias fiMT^d 

Him right before he as his shield projec^ted, 
And following troops to hwck him as his guacd ; 

Yet both his shield and guard (faint fa«art).i^S{iQCltf^ : 
And sending often bade his doubtful eye, 
By fearing, taught untbought-of tpegiehery ; 
60 made him enemies, by fearing «niiuty. 

XI. 
IBtill did he look for some ensuing cross. 

Fearing such bap as neTer man befel : ^ 

No mean he knows, but dreads eaoh UtUe loM 
(With tyranny of fear distraught) as HeU* 
His sense, he dckf^ not trust (nor eyes, mortars) I 
And when no other cause of l^ight appears, -^ 
Himsdf he much suspects, aud £9a|«faia ceaseless leanL 

XII. 
HarnessM with iQassy steel, for feaoe not fight ^ 

His sword unseemly long he ready drew : 
At sudden shine of his own cirmoui^ bright. 
He started eft, aad slat'd with ghastly Ium : 

* Fearfnlneifb 



His shrieks at ev'ry danger that appears, 
Shaming the koiglit^like afttift be goodljr beaf g : 
His word : ^ Safer, Aat all, than he that notiiittg lettr^/ 

XIII. 

With l&n i^eat Dotrbt, staggVing Trith steps unsufe ; 

That every way, and neither Way inclined ; 
And fond Distrust, whom nothing could secure : 
' Suspicion lean, as if he never dinM : 

He keeps intelligence by thdusand spies ; 

Argus to him bequeathed his hundred eyes : 
So waking, still be sleeps, and sleeping, wakeful lre^« 

XIV. 

Fond Deilos all ; Tolmetes^ nothing fears ; 

Just frights he laughs, all terrors eounteth base ; 
And when of danger or sad news he hears, 
, He meets the thund'ring fortune face to face : 
*Yet oft in words he spends his boisterous threat } 
That his hot blood driven from the native seat. 
Leaves his faint coward heart empty of lively heat.t 

XV. 
Himself (weak help !) was all his confidence ; 

He scorns low ebbs, but swims in highest rises > 
His.fimbs with arms or shield he would not fence, 
Such coward fashion (fool !) he much despises : 
Ev-n for his single sword the world seems scant ; 
For hundred worlds his conquVing arm could daunt : 
Much would he boldly do ; but» much more boldly vaunt. 

^ OverboldjBetSy or fool-hardiosss. 

t The philosopher rightlf Oalltf saCh fi^eivt^clXoor Ethic 3. eap. 7. ftot onlf 
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' -^ 
XVI. 

With him went self-admiring Arrogance ; 

And Brag ; his deeds without a helper praising ; 

Blind Carelessness before would lead the dance ; 

Fear stole behind, those vaunts in balance paising^ 

Which far. their deeds outweigh^ ; their Tiolenoe^ 

'Fore danger spent with lavish diffluence^ 

Was none> or weak, in time of greatest exigence* 

XVII. 

As when a fiery courser ready bent. 

Puts forth himself as first with swiftest paeoj 

Till with too sudden flash his spirit spent. 

Already fails now in the middle race : 

His hanging crest far from his wonted pride, 

No longer now obeys his angry guide ; • 

Rivers of sweat and blood flow from his gored side. * 

XVIII. 

Thus ran the rash Tolmetes, never viewing 

The fearful fiends that duly him attended ; 

6estriiction close his steps in post pursuing i 

Aiid certain ruin's heavy weights depended 

. Over his cursed head ; and smooth-fac'd Guile, 

That with him oft would loosely play and smile ; 

Till in his snare he lock'd his feet with treacherous wilew 

XIX, 

Next march'd Asotus^, careless, spending, swain ; 

^ Who with a fork went spreading all around 

What his old sire with sweating toil and pain, 

Long time was raking front his raked ground : 

In giving he observed nor form nor matter. 

But best reward he got, that best could flatter f. 

Thus what he thought to give, he did not give, but scatttfr 

. « Piedigalitj. f ixist. Eth. 4> 
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/:xx. ' 

llefore array'd in sumptuous brayery,- 

DeckM eourt-iike in the choice and newiast guiiie ; 
But all behind like drudging slavery, 
With ragged patches, rent, and bared thighs. 
His shameful parts, that shun the hated light, 
Were naked left ; (ah, foul indecent sight ! ) , 
Yet neitha* could he see, nor feel his wretched plight. 

XXL 
His shield presents to life, death^s latest rites, 

Asad black hearse borne up with sable swains ; 
Which many idle groems with hundred lights 

(Tapers, lamps, torches) usher through the plains 
Tp endless darkness ; while the Sun's bright brow, 
With fiery beams, quenches their smoking tow. 
And wastes their idle cost : the word, -^ Not need, but show »* 

xxu. 

A vagrant rout {a shoal of tattling daws) 

Strew him with vain spent pray'rs and idle lays ; 
And FlattVy to his sin close eurtains draws. 
Clawing his itching ear with tickling praise. 
Behind fond Pky much hi9 fall lamented. 
And Misery that former waste repeated ; 
The usurer for his'goods, jail for his bones indented. 

XXIII. 
His steward was his kinsman. Vain Expence, -j < 

Who proudly strove in matters light, to shew 
Heroic mind in braggart affluence ; 

So lost his treasure, gettipg nought in lieu. 
But ostentation of a. foolish pride, 
While women fond, and boys stood gaping wide ; 
But wise men all his waste, and needless cost deride. 

R 
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XXIV. 

Next Pleonectes* went, his gold admiring. 

His serVanf « drudgtB^ slave to his basest slave ; 
Never enough, and still too mach desiring c 
His gold his god, yet in an iron grave > 
Himself protects his god from noisome rusting ; 
Much fearjB to keep, much more to Ibose his lusting ; 
Himself and goldeQ god, and every one inistrustingt 

XXV. 
Age on his hairs the winter snow had spread ; 

That silver badge his near end plainly proves : 
Yet as to earth he nearer bows his headf. 

So loves it more ; for f I^ke his like stm loves'. 
Deep from the ground he digs his sweetest gain. 
And deep into the earth digs back with pain : 
From Hell his gold he brings, and hpards in Hell again, 

XXVI, 
' His clotiies alFpatchM ^ith more than honest thrift. 
And clouted shoes were naiPd for fear of wasting ; 
Fasting he praisM, but sparing was his drift ; 
And when he eats, his food is worse than faisting ; 
Thus starves in store, thus doth in plenty pine ; 
And wallowing on his god, bis heap of mine,' 
He feeds his famishM soul With that deceiving shine. 

XXVIL 
jOj hungry metal ! false deceitful ray. 

Well laid'st thou dark, pressed in th'earth's hidden womb} 
Yet through our mother'9 entrails cutting way, 
We drag thy buried corse from hellish tomb : 
The merchant from his wife a»d home departs, - 
Nor at the the swelling ocean ever starts ; 
liYhile death and life a wall of thin planks only parts. 
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XXVIII. 

Who was it first) that from thy deepest oell^ 

With so much costly toil and painful sweaty 
l)urst rob thy palaee bord'ring next to Hdil I 
Well may'st tt^ou come from that infernal seat, 
Thou all the woHd with bellrblaok deeps dost fiUi 
Fond men that with such pain do woo your ill ! 
Needless to send fof grief, for he is next us still. 

XXIX. 
His arms were light and cheap, as made to save 

His purse, not limbs ; the money, nojt the man : 
Rather he dies, than spends : his helmet braye, 
An old brass pot ; breast-plate^ a dripping-pan : 
Hii^ spear a «pit, a pot-lid broad his shield. 
Whose smoky plain a chalkM Imprese^ fiUM ; 
Abagsureseal'd: hisword, ' Much better savM than spillM/ 

XXX. 
By Pleonectes, shamdess Sparing went^ 

« Who whines and weeps to beg a longer day ; 
Yet with a thundering voice claims tardy rapt i 
Quick to receive, but hard and slow to pay : 
His care's to lessen cost with cunning base ; 
, But when he^s forcM beyond his bounded space, 
Loufl wpuld he cry and howl. While others laugh apace^i 

XXXI- 
Long after went Pusillu§t, we^est heart ; 

Able to serve, and able to command. 
But thought himself unfit for either part ; 
And now full loth, amidst the warlike band, 
Was hither drawn by.fcwce from quiet cell : 
Loneness his tieav'n, and business was his H^ll. , 
' A weak distrustful heart is virtue's aguish spell.' 
* It is an embleiQ or device, with a motto. f Feeble-miudedness. 
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XXXlI. 

His g^oodly arm«, eaten with shameful du8t, 

Bewray' d their roaster's, ease, and want of using ;^ 
Such was his mind^, tainted with idle must ; 
His goodly gifts with litlle use abusing ; 

Upon his shield was drawn that noble swain*, 
That loth to change^his love and quiet reign, 
For glorious war-like deeds, did crafty madness feign. 

XXXIII. . 
Finely the workman fram'd the toilsome plough 

Drawn with M ox and ass, uilequal pair v 
While he with busy hand bis salt did sow,, . 
And at the furrow's end, his deareit heir 

Did helpless Ke ; and Oreek lords watching^ still 
Observ'd his hand, guided with careful will : 
About was wrote, * Who nothing doth, doth nothing ill.' 

XXXIV. 
By him went Idleness, his loved friend. 

And Shame with both ; with all, ragg'd Poverty : 
Behind sure^ Punishment did close attend^ 
Waiting awhile fit opportunity ; 

And taking 'count of hours mispent in vain, 
And graces lent jsvithout returning gaiff, 
Poiir'd on liis guilty corse late grief, and helpless pain. 

XXXV. 
This dull cold earth with standing water froze j 

At ease he lies to coin pretence for eaBe ; 
His soul like Ahaz • dial> while it goes 

Not forward, posteth backward ten degrees : 
In's couch he's pliant wax for fiends to seal ; 
He never sweats, but in his bed, or meal : 
He'd rather steal than work, and beg than strive to steal. 
• Ulysses.. 
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XXXVL 

Ail opposite^ though he his brother were, 

Was Chaunus *, thai too high himself esteem'd : 
All things he undertook, nor could he fear 
. His power too weak, or boasted strength misdeemM ;. 
With his own praise, Uke windy bladder blown : 
His eyes too little, or too much his own ; 
For known to all men weak, was to himself unknownf. 

XXXVII. 
Fondly himself with praising he disprais' d, 

Vaunting his deeds and worth with idle breath ; 
So razM himself, what he himself had rais'd 
Ofl's shield a boy threatens high Phoebus* death. 
Aiming li^s arrows at his purest light : 
But soon the thin reed, fir'd with lightning bright. 
Fell idly on the strand : his word, * Yet high, and right.' 

- XXXVIII. 
Next brave Philotimust in post did ride : 

Like rising ladders was his climbing mind ; 
His high-flown thoughts had wings of courtly pride^ 
Which by foul rise to greatest height inelin'd ; 

His heart aspiring swell'd until it burst : . . 

But when he gainM the top, with spite accurst, 
Pown would he fling the steps by which he clambered firstv 

XXXIX. 
His head's a shop furnishM with looms of state : 

His brain's the weaver, thoughts are shuttles light, 
With which in spite of Heav'n he weaves his fate ; 
JEIonour his web : thus works he day and night. 
Till Fate cuts offhis thread ; so heapeth sins 
And plagues, nor once enjoys the place he wins ; 
Cut where his old race ends, there his new race begins^ 
^ i^no^ancy. f The arrogant are more stupid. Arlst, Etb. 4. X Ambition. 
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XL. 

Ah, silly man, vflio dream^st that honour standi^ 

In ruling others, not thyself I—^thy slaves 
Serte thee, and thou thy slaves i — ^in iron bands 
Thy servile spirit prest with wild passions raves. 
Wouldst thou live honoured, clip ambition's wing i 
To reason's yoke thy furious passions bring. 
* Thrice noble is the man, who of himself is king.' 

XLI. 
Upon his shield was framed that vent'rous lad. 

That durst assay the Sun^s bright flaming team ; 
Spite of his feeble hiinds, the horses mad 
Fling down on burning Earth the scorching beam ; 
So made the flame in which himself was firM ; 
The world the bonfire was, where he expired : 
His motto written thus, * Yet had what he desir'd/ 

XLII. 
But Atimus^, a careless, idle swain, 

Tho' Glory offer'd him her sweet embrace. 
And fair Occasion, with little pain 

ReabhM him her ivory hand ; but (lozel base f]| 
Rather his way, and her fair self declinM ; 
Well did he thence^ prove his degen'ous mind : 
Base were his resty thoughts ; base was his dunghill kind. 

XLIII. 
And now by force dragged from the monkish cell. 

Where teeth he only us'd, nor hands, nor brains. 
But in smooth streams, swam down thro' ease to Hell ; 
His work to eat, drink, sleep, and purge his reins. 
He left his heart behind him with his feast : 
His target with a flying dart was dress'd. 
Posting unto his mark ; the word, * I move to rest/ 

* Baseuess of mln^. 
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XLIV. 

Next Colax*, all his words with sugar spices ; 

His servile tpngue^ base slave to greatness* name, 
Kuns nimble descant on the plainest vices ; 
He lets his tongue to jiin, takes rent of shame ; 
He tempering lies, porter to tK' ear resides ; 
Like Indian apple, which with painted sides, 
|)lIore dangerous within its lurking poison hides. 

XLV. 
So Echoy to the voice her voice conforming. 

From hollow breast for one will two repay ; 
So like the rock it holds, itself transforming, 
That subtle fish hunts for her headless prey : 
So crafty fowlers with their fair deceits 
Allure the hungry bird ; so fisher waits. 
To bait himself with fish, his hook and fish with baits« 

XLVI. 
His art is but to hide, not heal a sore ; 

To nourish pride, to strangle conscience ; 
To drain the rich his own dry pits to store ; 
To spoil the precious soul, to please vile sense : 
A carrion-crow he is, a gaping grave. 
The rich coat's moth, the court's bane, trencher^s slave, 
din's and helPs winning bawd, the Devil's fact'ring knave. 

XLvn. 

A mist he casts before his patron's sight. 
That blackest vices never once appear ; 
But greater than it is seems virtue's light ; 
His lord's displeasure is his only fear : 
His clawing lies, tickling the senses frail 
To death, make open way where force would fail. 
f Less hurts the lion's paw, than fox's softest tail.' 

* Flattery, 
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XLVIII. 

His arms with hundred tongues were powder'd gay^ 

(The mint of lies) gilt, fil'd, the sense to please ; 
His 3Word whidi in his mouth close sheathed lay. 
Sharper than death, and framM to kill with ease. 
Ah, cursed weapon, life with pleasure spilling ! 
The Sardoin herb, with many branches filling 
His shield, was his device : the word, ^ I please in killing/ 

LXIX. 
Base slave ! how crawVst thou from thy dunghill nest, 

Where thou wast hatched by shame and beggary. 
And perchest in the learnM and noble breast } 
N^les of thee their courtship learn ;, of thee 
Arts learn new art their learning to adorn : 
(Ah, wretched minds !) he is not nobly bom, 
Nor learnM, that doth not thy ignoble learning scorn. 

L. 
Close to him Pleasing went, with painted faee. 
And Honour by some hidden cunning made ; 
Not Honour's self, but Hi:)nour's semblance base. 
For soon it vanish*d like an empty 4shade : 
Behind/ his parents duly him attend ; 
With them he forced is his age to spend ; 
• Shame his beginning was, and shame must be his end. 

LI. 
Next foUow'd Dyscolus*, a froward wight ; 

His lips all swolFn, and eye-brows ever bent ; 
With sooty locks, swart looks, and scowling sight ; 
His face a tell-tale to his foul intent : 

He nothing lik'd, or prais'd ; but reprehended 
What every one beside himself commended. 
^ Humours of tongues imposthum'd, purged with shame, are 
ijaended.' 
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LH^ 

His mouth a fkMs'oous qaiver, idiere he hides 
Sharp Tenom'd arrows, which his bitter tonguey 
^ With squibs, carps, jests, unto their objects guides ; 
Nor fedl^s he gods on Earth, or HeaVn to wrong : 
Upon his shield was fairly drawn to sight, 
A raging dog foaming out wrath and spite : 
The word to his d0¥ice, ^ Impartial all I bit^e*' 

LIIL 
Oeloios* next ensu'd, a merry Gredc, 
- Whose life was laughter Tain, and mirth misplac'd ; 
His speeches broad, to shame the modest cheek y 
Ne carM he whom, or when, or how. disgraced ; 
Saltf, round about he flung upon the sand ; 
K in his way his Mend or father stand. 
His father and his friend he spreads with careless husd. 

LIV. 
His foul jests, steeped and drown'd in laughter Yain 

And rotten speech, (ah !) was notmirth^ but madness : 
His armour crackling thorns all flaming stain 
With golden' fires (emblem of foppish gladness) ; 
Upon his shield two laughing fools you see, 
(In number he the third, first in degree) 
At which himself would laugh, and fleer : his word, '* W^ 

LV, [three/ 

And after Agrios X, a sullen swain, 

All nurth that in himself and others hated ; 
vDulI, dead, and leaden, was his cheerless .Teio, 

His weary sei)^ he never recreated ; 
i And now he march'd as if he somewhat dream'd ; 

All honest joy, but madness he esteem'd ; 
Refreshing's idleness ; but sport, be folly deem' d. 
♦ Mad laughter, Ecclea, ii. 2. t Wit. J Rusticity, pr sjivajreoes?. 

S 
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liTI. 

In'B arms, hie iliiild tfi^^wtaki^ttB fi^ eif|Mr^M'4» 

Which dBirithqueiicheiilastpSy but ^tiokuigire^ 
And foidly stinking, were fnH quaintly direwM 
To Uuid, Bot li«^ ibft tares, tothokt^ «i#i beai : 
Upon hUr lifiield a heap of ifienny ntrtt, 
Xn flags wdtnHii '(nidi tons fet Bot cr driear) 
Did smothVing iie, not bivn : kiis word, ^ SaiuAap nitlifiilt 

LWK. [fire; 

Last Impudence, whose ttevor-^dnngih^ faee 

Knew bat o^e colour ; wMk some brafca-teow'd Kei 
And laughing kmd she drowns her ju^t disj^cae^.; 
About her alt tfie fiemlB ki armies fly : 
Her featiiMM bearr^ sidelong cocked, in guit# 
Of roaring boys ; set fesk, wiA fixed eyes 
Out-Iooka ieU flhame^fee^d fonms, sill siodesty defiM. 

LVUI. 
And as her di<MB^gMs, s6 arms all Uack as HeH^ 

Her braseft shield two saUe do|^ adem, 
Who each at other stare,, and nsarl, and swell : 
Beneath Hie word was set^ ^ Att change I soom.* 
But if I all this rout in foul array 
Should musrter up, and place in faaAtie 'ray. 
Too long yourselves and flocks my tediras scmg !froiftld stay, 

LIX. 
The aged day grows dim, and hbmeward ciffls : 
The setting Sun (man's state describing WeH) 
Falls when he rises, rises when he falls ; 
So we by falling rose, by rising £dl. 
The gloomy cloud of night 'gkiS'Sofily ^raep^ . 
And all our world with sabk tinotu];e s$e^ : 
Home now ye shepberd-swaios y home Ww mf loved 
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L • 

JLUti toidegrooib^Suii^ iflto la4» tlie-f«LMi esptei^^i 

beaTes hi# dJ^-dtfettU&r ; olaly ki'tbe east 
He shook }i^ i»pttpiabjig«leiiks9 lioad^liiriAy roas^d,- 
While SCoftt lfi«i*cdikdiiiH& Ua«^ 
ffitfAines tbe flacrdi soon latcihtto gUd'h^r flowers i 
Phosphor Ms' gold>fleec'd' droin^ iblds ia Uidr bow'rd^ 
Whidt «H^he right had gra»M abouf th' OlymiAb toit* Hs: 

Hi 
The cheerful lark, moimting' ftom ^Aj bed> 

With sweet saltites ai^idces the drowsy- light ; 
TheEai^kshekft^ and up td|9[^aVii Wiled ; 
There chants her Maker-spraMes cmtof rig^t 
]EiartkBieems a mole^-hill^ metf but ants to be^; 
Teaching the proud; thai soar t() high degree^ 
l%e^i'their* up t^y.climb> the less they seem attchtels^ 

III. 
The shepherds met^ and Thomialin began ;, 

Young Thoitaalinj, whose notes add silver string' 
Silence the rising lark, and falling swan : 
" Come'Thii*sa,' end thy lay, and cheerly sing V 
' Heajr'st how the larks give welcome to the day, 
Temp^rinjf their sweetest notes unto thy lay ; 
Up then, thou loved swain ; why dost thou longer stay V^ 

IV. 
^^ Well setf st thou, firiend, the lark before mine eyes. 

Much easier to hear than imitate : . 

Her wings lift up her notes to lofty skies ; 
But me a leaden sleep, and earthly state, 
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^ ^ ■ # 

Down to ih€ centre tie with baptiTe string :- 

Well might I follow here :h^v i^^te and wing ; 

Singing she lofty mounts : ah ! mounting should I siuf^ 

V. 

Oh) thou dread King of that heroic band! . ., 

Which by thy pf w'r beats back these helUsh sprites,^ 

Rescuing this state fr^m death and base commaad 'r— 

Tell me dreadwKing ! what are those warlike knights ? 

What force ? what arms ? where lies their strength's in* 

That though so few in number, neyer cease [crease^ 

To keep this sieged town, 'gainst numbers numb^less ? 

VI. 

The first commanders in this holy train ' 

Leaders to all the rest^ an ancient pair ; 

Long since sure linked in wedlock' js sweetest chain ; 

Hi» name Spirito, she Urania fair : 

Fair had she been, and full of h^ay'nly grace, 

And he in youth a mighty warrior was, 

Both now more fair and strong, whidi prov'd their henrVnly 

race. 

Vlt. 

His arms, with ffamiug tongues all sparkled bright. 

Bright flaming tongues, in divers sections parted ; 

His piercing sword, edg'd with their fiery light, 

*Twixt bones and marrow, soul and spirit disparted*. 

Upon his shield was drawn a glorious Pove, 

'Gainst whom th^ proudest eagle dares not moT^; 

Glitt'ring in beams : his word, < Conqu'ring by peace and 

love.' . 

VIII. ^ 

But she Amazon-like, in azure arms, 

Silver'd with stsirs, and gilt with sunny rays : 

* Heb. iy. 12* 
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Hef Mighty Sponrie in fights and fierce alarms 
Attends^ and equals in these bloody frays ; 
And on her shield a heavenly globe (displaying: 
The constellations,' lower bodies swaying, 
SwayM by the higher) die bore: her word, VI ruleobeying/ 

IX. 
About them swahnM th^ froitiul progeny i 

A heaY^nly oflbpringof a heaVnly bed : 
Well mought you in their looks his stoutness see. 
With her sweet graces loTely tempered. 

Fit youths they seem'd to play in Princes hall, 
(But, ah! long since they thence were banishM* all) 
Or slfine in glitt'ring arms, when need fierce war doth caU« 

X. 
The first in order (nor in worth the last) / 

Is Knowledge, drawn from peace, and Muse's spring. 
Where shaded in fair Sinai's groTes, his taste 

He feasts with words, and wcn^ls of heaVnly king ; 
But now to bloody field is fully bent : 
Yet still he seemM to study as he went r 
Hiaarms cut all in books ; strong shield i^ght papers lent. 
^ XI. 

JSis glittVing armour shiu'd like burning day, 

Gamish'd with golden suns and radiant flow'rs i 
Which turn tiieir bending heads to PhoBbus' ray. 
And when he fidls, shut up their leafy bow'rs : 
Upon hi^ shield the silver Moon did bend 
Her horned bow, and roimd her arrows spend > 
His word in silver wrote, * I borrow what I lend.* 

XII. 
Ul that he saw, all that he heard, were books, 
Ia which he read and leam'd his Maker'a will r 

* Canto iv» stanza 8^ 



Most on his word^ ye^ is&udiioi^tQeayb hatloekf , 
And thenc^Bdsairesinrilh? praisexthetiiQriLiiiali's ah^ 
Cbse to* him went stitti-iiMisilig Coi^nij^atiai^ 
That ma^e- ^od tim^at W^b/f v^adiMaam.*y, 
80 to hitpdll itself was geod^ bji^ stctmge il^uilitidnv : 

XIII. 
And Care^^ who neveii from his sides wouldspait^ 

Of Knowledge oftthe Wayd atnd' means iil(|u^&i9^ 
To practise What he letS'nM fedmiboly art ; 
And oft with tears^ afld oft>^th sighs dtsirkig^ 
Aid ftom that Sov>0iga>Guide^ witose Ways so-ste^^ 
Though faiftih^ wmld) yet^ waafa,, he could not kjeep : 
Butwhen he codldmotgD, yet^foFward ivould he<CFefi|ift 

xrv. 

Next Tapinusf, whose sweety tiio' lowly guiwe,. 

All other higher than fain^elf>e6teeIa'd ; 
He in himself piiftldthi»g9r«ariiiea» aindl«ise> 
^ Which yet in otheirsgreat add'glorioufiNScism'd': 

All ill due debt, good ujid6»lert'dlie^th»U|^ ; . 

His heartis low-roof 'd hottse, but swe^tl^. wrought^ 
Yf her^God hiinsdf wouldyiweli, ihougU he it^€arly;bQMgli|* 

xy. 

Honour he shuns, yet is the way uUte him^; > 

As hell, hehMtt6S4a}dhran0eBaiflnt wim withfhribieS!; 
But publicip)ace and-cbavge^ aseforo^dtarwaohini^; 
He good tograiee, iU todeserlascrftes*! 
Him (as his Lord) contettt^ a/lowly ^^oolny 
Whose first house was the^ biassed «virghi*BW0Bdk^ 
The next a cratch*, the tbiyda<€fossv the foutftbato«dr#^ 

XVI. 
So choicest dirugs in meanest^shmblsi^are feund ; 
So precious gold in deepest centre dnvelb ; 

* S Corrii. 11. What carefoln^iff^ &c. f Humility. 
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So sweetest Ti*lets tnoil oa Iimly ^oiuid ; 
So rlcdiftst fttoib lie elosM in vildsi shetts : 
So loWMt diiks we let at highest rates ; 
So eneepteg strawberries yieU daintieBt cates. 
The Highest highly loves tiie law, dK lofty hates. . 

XVBT. 
Upon his shield Was dtttwa that shepherd lad. 

Who With a jsHlig threw down fiunt IsraePs fdars ; 
And in his hand his spoils and trophies glad^ 
The monsler^s swovd and head, he braTsly bears : 
Plain in his lovely face you iidght behold 
A blushing nfe^knciss met witii oonrage bold : 
* Little, not little Worth/ was fairly wrote in gold. 

XVIII. 
With him his kiftamatf both ht birth and name. 
Obedience, taugM by mati^ bitter shoW^m 
In humble bonds his passions proud to tame, 
And low submit unto the Mgb€fr powers : 
But yet no servfle yoke his forehead brands ; 
For tied in svch a holy service bands. 
In this Obedienoe rales, and fiier^ngthw cottmands. 

XIX. 
By them went ii^o^, marshal of the field : 

Weak was his mo{Aier when ibhe gave him day ; 
And he at first a sick: mA weakly oMId, 
As e'er with tears weteomM the sunny ray : 
Yet when more years aiford mere growth and might, 
Acliampionstout hewas, and puissant knight^ 
As ever came in field, or shoft^ kt acmour bright, 

XX. 
So may we see a Ktft^ ttoiiet, 
Whea ti6tf fy whdp«> a weak a&d tettder Hmgi 

* Faith. 
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PespisM by eWy beast ; but waxen great; 
When fuller times, full strength and c6Urage bring ; 
The beasts all crouching low, their king adore. 
And dare not see what they contemnM before : 
The trembling fprest quakes at his affirighted roar. 

XXL 
Mountains he flings in seas with mighty hand ; 

Stop9 and turns back the Sun's impetuous course ; 
Nature breaks nature's laws at his command ; 
No force of Hell or Heav'n withstands his force : 
Events to come yet many ages hence^ 
He present makes^ by wondrous pretcienoe ; 
Proving the senses blind, by being blind tQ sense, 

XXIL 
His sky- like anns>. if,d all in blue and white. 
And set with golden stars that, flamed wide i 
His shield invisible to mortal sights 
Yet he upon it easily descried 
The liveif semblance of his dying Lord, 
Whose bleeding side wi^ wicked st^l w^r gor'd ; 
Which to his fidnting spirits new Qourage wQiUd afl^d* 

XXIII. 
Strange was the force of that eQchanted shield, 

Which highest pow'rs to it from Heav'n impart : 
For who could -bear it well, and rightly wield, 
It sav'd from sword, and spear, and poison'd dart : 
Well might he slip, but yet not wholly fall : 
No fipal loss his courage nught appal ; 
Growing more sound by wound, and rising by his fal}, « 

XXIV. 
So some have feign'd that Tellus' giant son. 

Drew m^ny^ new-bom lires from his de^d motbep y 
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Another rose as soon as one was done, 

And twenty lost, yet still remained another : 
For when he fell, and kiss'd ihe barren heathy 
His parednt straight inspired successive breath ; 
And though herself was dead, yet ransomM him from de^|b. 

, XXV. 
With him his nurse, went careful Acoe* ; 

Whose hands first from his noother^s womb did take him, 
And ever since hare fostered tenderly : 

She never might, she never would forsake him ; 
And he her lovM again with mutual band : 
For by her needful help he oft did stand, 
When else he soon would fail and fall in the foe men's hand* 

XXVI. , 
With both, sweet Meditation everlpac'd. 

His nurse's daughter, and his foster-sister i 
Dear as his soul, he in his soul her plac'd, 

And oft embraced, and oft by stealth he kiss'd her t 
For she had taught him by her silent talk 
To tread the safe ; and dangVous ways to balk ; 
And brought his God with him, him with his God to walk< 

XXVII. 
Be)iind liim Penitence did sadly go, 

Whose cloudy dropping eyes were ever raining ; 
Her swelling. tears, which, e'en in ebbing flow. 
Furrow her cheeks, the sinful puddles draining : 
Much seem'd she in her pensive thought molested. 
And much the mocking world her soul infested ; 
More she the hateful world, and most herself detested. 

XXVIII. 
She was the object of lewd men's disgrace. 

The squint-ey'd wrie-mouth'd scoff of carnal hearts y 

* Heariaf. 

T 
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Yet stniling^HeaVn delights to kiss her fhce^ 
And with Hid blbod God bathes her paiiiiful dmartit i 
Afflictibn's iron flail lier soui had thrashM ; 
Shai^ cii>cunicis]on'« khifehei* heart had siash'd^ 
Vet t^k^ it anglers tHliethkt iii her eyes ivas knash*d. 

xxlx. 

With her,a troop of ittoilnlfill g^rodiiiS abiding, 

ltel|) With their ^tillen bldck^ their tnistreiss' t^o* ; 
Amendment still (but his olrti^ttltd} chiding; 
And Pendnce arii&'d with sthaHiii^ 1?hipe did go : 
Then sad Refnorse came sighing all the way; 
Last Satiiifilctiohj J^^i^g ^U away : 
llifttch stirely did fab oWb, itlUch ihore he ivouid repay. 

XXX. 
Next went Elpinus^, clad in sky-like blue; 

And through his arms few stars did seem to peep^ 
Which there the workman's hand so finely drew, 
That rockM in clouds they softly seem to sleep : 
His rugged shield was like a rocky mould, 
On which an anchor bit with surest hold : 
< t hold by being held,' was written round in gold. 

XXXI. 
Nothing so cheerful was his thoughtful face. 

As /Was his brother t'ido's : — ^fear seemM dwell 
Close by hi^ heart ; his colour changed apace, 
And went, and came, that sure all was not well : 
Therefore a comely maid did oft sustain 
His fainting steps, and fleeting life maintain : 
PolUcitaf, she lights, which ne'er could lie or feign. 

XXXII. 
Next to Elpinus marchM his brother Love ; 

Not that Great Love which cloth'd his Godhead bright 
♦ Hope. f Promise. 
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With ragu of flesh, aiid ^qyf ^g^ aboye 
Hath 4ress'd )iis^efifh in Heav'^'s eternal light : 
Much less the brat of ihat false Cyprian 4^^ie| 
Beg^ot by froth, and fire, ia bed of ^li^nie^ 
And now bu|rns idle hearts swelt'ripg in lustful flum^. 

XXXIIl. 
But this from Heav'n brings his immortal jr^ey 
And nurs'd by Gratitude who^e careful arms 
Long held, and hold him stiU in kind embrace ; 
But train' d to daily wars, and fierce alarms^ 
He grew to wondrous strengt)^, and beaiity i:are ; 
Next thai God Love, fron^ ^hom his ofl^pring? oxe^ 
No match in Earth, or Heay'n may with t)u? Loye CQ|lipafe« 

His page, who frop^ his side might nev^ i^^e,. 

Remembrance, of^ )iim waits ; in bookf.jr^ijtiqg 
fhe famous passi^p of that highest JuqfG^ • , 
His burning seal to greater flame exciting : 

Deep wcmld he sfgh^ and seem emp^sion'd sorej 
And oft with teara his hack^^d heart dep}pr:e. 
That loving all be could, he Jiov'd tba^ Lo^ no more. 

ifJLxy. 

Yet sure he ltr»ly lov'd, aiidhonourM deai; 

That glorious Name; which when. Or wliere he spyM 
Wronged, or in hdlish speecjl^ bl^phjeniM <^id hear. 

Boldly the rash blaspheme^* he defied^ '-,,-, , 

And forcM him eat the ^ords he foully sp.a|(^ ; 
But if for Hi^, he gjAef-oi^A^^ did take, , . 
That gri^ he counted Joy^ ^pd4^ath, lifpfyriiif^sajie,, 

His glitt'ringJtirms, dre«i!d/al^\(ritJ) ficry.^^$i,ft^ ,. ^. . 
Seem'd burn in chaste d^irq ai^d h^j^ni^i ^^m^ ^ 
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And on bis shield kind Jonathan imparls 
To his souPs friend, bis robes, and princely name, 
And kingly throne, which mortals so adore : 
And round about was writ in golden ore, 

^ Well might he givte him all, that gave his life before.* 

xxxvii. 

These led the vanguard ; and a hundred moe 

FilPd up flie empty ranks with ordered train : 
But first in middleward did justly go 
In goodly arms a fresh and lovely Swain*, 
Vaunting himself Love's twin, but yonger brother : 
Well mought it be, fpr e*en their irery mother 
With pleasing errour oft mistook one for the other. 

XXXVIII. 
As when fair Paris gave that golden ball, 
^ A thousand doubts ran in his stagg'ring breast : 
All lik'd him well, fain would he give it all : 

Each better seems, and still the last seems best : 
Doubts ever new his reaching hand deferred : 
The more he looks the more his judgment err'd : 
So she first this, then that, then none, then both pr^err'd. 

* XXXIX. 

Like them, their armour seeroM full near of kin : 

In this they only difler ; iV elder bent 
His higher soul to Heav'n ; the younger twin 
* 'Mbngst mortals here his love and kindness spent ; 
Teaching (strange alchymy) to get a living, 
By se^liU]^ lands, and to grow rich by giving ; 
By emptying filffng bags, iso Heav'n by Earth atcbieving. 

XL. 
About him troopM die pbor^with numVous tniins, 
)y hom he With* tfettder c^^ and large expence, - 

♦ Charity. 
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With kindest words and succour entertains ; 
Ne looks for thanks, or thinks of recompenoe : 
His Wardrobe serves to clo&e the n&ked side, 
. And shameAd parts of bared bodies hide ; 
It other elothes he laekM^ his own be would divide* 

XLl. 
To rogues, his gate was shut ; but open lay 

Kindly the weary traveller inviting : 
Oft therefore angels, hid in mortal clay, ' 
And €h)d himself in his free roofs delighting, 
liowly to visit him would not disdain, 
And in his narrow cabi^ oft remain ; 
Whom Heaven and Earth, and all the world cannot contain; 

XLII. 
His table still walb IGiird with wholesome meat, 

Not to provoke, but quiet appetite ; 
And round about the hungry freely eat, 

Wit;h plenteous cates cheering their feeble sprite : 
Thdr earnest vows broke open Heav*n*s wide door ; 
That not in vain sweet plenty evermore 
With gracious eyelodks down upon his blesiipd store. 

XLIII. 
Behind attend him in an uncouth-wise 

A troop with'little caps and shaved head ; 
Sucli whilome was enfranchised bondmen's dress, 
New freed from cruel masters' servile dread : 
These had he lately bought from captive chain -, 
Hence they his triumph sing with joyful strain. 
And on his head due praise, and thousand blessings rain. 

XLIV. 
lie was a father to the fatherless. 
To widows he supply'd a husband's eare ; 
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Nor would he heap up woe to their d ji^f re09} 
Or by a guardiaa^s n^me tb^ stfite. ippfMf 5 
But residue them from s<xpQg^ oppr^<^ioTpf W£th( ^ 
Nor doth he weigh the gri^at luan'a hfjiyy ^fte ; 
' Who foftrs the high^t Judge^ peed fe^r no QV>rtel wigla^ ' 

XLV. 
Once ev'ry week he on \As progreiSKS went^ 

The sick to visit, and those n^e^gr^ sw^f p§^y. 
Who all their weary. )ife in dt^ki^fl Bpenl;^ 
Clogg'd w^th cold iron, p^essM ^rith hep^yy cbalnit : 
He hoards no^ wealth for hi£f )aose heir to i;pQo4 1^9 
But with a willing hand doth well e?(pend ft^, 
f Gold then 19 oiiljr good which to onr Qod yfe \^nA iV 

XI.VL 
And when the dead by cruel tyiranf s npite, 

Lie out to rav'nous birds and beai|t# expa8'4t 
His yearnful heart pitying fixp^ wretcb^ed sight. 
Id seemly graves th^ir weary flesh encjlo^'d^ 
And »lrew'd with dainty t^Qif'i the )o>prly ^^e^se ; 
Then all along the last wordd djid re}^^aj*$e. 
Bidding them «of4l]f sleep in his $ad sighing vei^^p. , 

XI.VIL 
So once that royal maid!^ fierce 7he]bes begfiil^d^ . 

Though wilfu.1 Cr^n pjrowdjy did forbid Jifsr ; , 
Her brother fr;Q)n his home ai^d ^pmb eipl'df 

(Whilst wiljipg l^igbt in darjf Aef p s^a^ly ^4 ^) 
She loWjy Wd in earth'* Q^-poTe^ing shade : 
Her dainty bands (^t ^^lA <to s^^ ^ trade), ^ « 
She with a. mcNbtOck toils a^id '^ith.tji^ wpary .sps^j?.. 

XLyjH. 
Yet feels she neither sweat, v ^r irksome pain. 
Till now his gra/fe was firfly finished I ., . * 

♦ Antigone daughter of Oedipus, contrary to the edict of Creon, buries 

Polyuices. 
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Then on his wounds her cloudy eyes 'gin rain, 
To wash the guilt painted in blo6dy red :, 
And falling down upon lus gored side, 
With hundred varied plaints she often 6ryM, 
i Oh, had I died for thee, or with thee might haire died JP 

XLIX. 
Ay me ! my ever wrongM and banishM bro&ar, 

How can I fitly thy hard fate deplore, 
Or in Iny breast ^o just complaining smothw > 
To thy«ad chance what can be added more? 
£idle thy home, thy honie a tomb the grare : 
Oh, no ! such little room thou must not hare ; 
But for thy banishM bones, I (wretch) must steal a grave/ 

li. 
But whither, Wof ul maid,^ have thy oomplaints 

With fellow-passion drawn my feeling moan ? ' 
But thus this liove deals with thode murderM sattits ; 
Weeps witii the sad, and sighs with those that groan. 
But noiV in that bee6h grove we*ll safely play, 
And in thobe shadows mock the boiling I'ay ; - 
Which yet increases more with the decreasing day/* 
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CANTO X- 



jTHE shepherds to the woody mount withdrew. 

Where hillock seats, shades yield a canopy ^ 

WJiose top with violets dyM all in blue. 

Might seem to make a little azure sky : 

And that round hill, which their weak heads maintained, 

A lesser Atlas seem'd, whose neck sustain'd 

The weight of all the HeaVns, which sore his shoulders 

painM. 

11. 

And here and there sweet primrose scattered, 

Spangling the blue, fit constellations make : ' 

Some broadly flaming their fair colours spread ^ 

Some other winkM, as yet but half awake : 

Fit were they plac'd, and set in order due : 

Nature seem'd work by art, so lively true 

A little Heav'n (m Earth in narrow space she drew.* 

III. 

Within this earthly Heav'n the shepherds pls^y. 

The time beguiling, and the parching light ; 

Till the declining Sun, and elder day 

Abate their flaming heat, and youthful might : 

The sheep had left their shades, to mind their meat. 

Then aU returning to their former seat, 

Thirsil again began his weary song repeat, 

IV. 

^^ Great pow'r of Love ! with what commanding fire 

Dost thou enflame the world's wide regiment, 

And kindly heat in every heart inspire ! 

Nothing is free from thy sweet government : 
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t'ish burn in seas ; beasts, birds thy weapons proTe } 
By thee dead elements and heaVns mote ; 
Whieh void of sense itself^ yet are not void of Ioto. 

V. 
iBut those twin Lotes, which from thy sead of light 

To us on Earth deriTe their lesser streams, 
Though in their force they shew thy wondrous mighty 
On thee reieoting back their glorious beams ; 
' Yet here encountered with so mighty foe. 
Had need both anuM and surely guarded go : 
But most tiiy help they need ; do not thy help foreslow^ 

Next to the younger Love, Irenus^ weiit, 

Whose hoary head proclaim'd his winter a^e : 
His spring in many battles had he spent ; 

But now all weapons changM for counsel sage. 
His heavy sword (the witness of his might) 
Upon a loped tree he idly pight ; 
There hid in quiet sheath^ sleeps it in endless nighti 

VII. 
Patience His shield had lent to ward his breast. 

Whose golden plain three olive branches dress 1 
The word in letters large was fair expressed, 
^ Thrice happy author of a happy peace,* 

Rich plenty yields him pow*r, pow'r stores his will } 
Will ends in works, good works his treasures fill : 
Earth^s slavef Heav'n's heir heia; — as God, pays goodfor ilL 

VIII. 
By him Andreosj: pacM, of middle age. 

His mind as far from rashness, as from fears ; 
Hating base thoughts, as much as despVate rage : 
The world^s loud thundVings he unshaken hears : 
* Peaceableue^s. ' f Matt. v. 9. % Fortitude. 

u 
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Nor will he death or life> or seek or fly. 
Ready for both.-^He is a» cowardly 
Who longer fears to U^ as he who fears to diit. 

Worst was. his- civil war, where deadly fought 
He with himself,- till passion yields qv dies : 
All heart and hand, no tongue ; not grim, but stout ; 
His warmth had counsel in't ^ bis fury, eyes ; 
His rage well tempered is ^ no fear oan daunt 
His reason ; but cold blood is valiant ^ 
Well may he strengdi in death ; but never countge wanti^ 

X. • 
But like a mighty rock^ whose unmorM sides 
The hostile sea assaults with furious wave, 
And Against his head the boisterous north- wind rides ; 
Both fight,, and storm, and swell, and roar, and rave ; 
Hoarse surgea drum, loud blasts their trumpets strain ; 
Th* heroic diff laughsr at their frustrate pain ; 
Waves scatter^, drbpin tears,, winds broken, whining plain^.. 

XI. 
Such was thi» knight's undaunted constancy ; 

No mischief weakens his resolved mind : 
None fiercer to a stubborn enemy ; 
But to the yielding none more sweetly kind. 
His shield aii even ballast ship embraves, 
Which dances light, while Neptune wildly raves : 
JHLis word was this, ^ I fearbutHeav'n, nor winds nor waves/ 

XII. 
And next Macrothumusf, whose q^uiet faee ^ 

No cloud of passion ever shadowed ; « 
Nor could hot anger reason V rule displace, 
Purpling the scarlet cheek with fiery red : 
'^ i. e eomplain. f LoQi^-sitfrering*. 
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??or could reyeoge, dad in a deadly white. 
With hidden malice eat his vexed sprite. 
Vw ill, he good repayM, and love exchangM for spita 

XIII. 
Was never yet a more undaunted spirit ; 

Yet, most him deem'd a base and tim'rous swain ; /. 
Sut he well weighing his own strength and merit, 
The greatest wrong coujd wisely entertain. 
Nothing resisted his commanding spear : 
Yielding itself to him a winning were : ^ 
jSaA though ho died, yet dead^ hexose a conqueror. 

XIV. 
fits natVal force beyond all nature stretched : 
Most strong he is, because he will be weak : 
And happy most, because he cut be wretched. 

Then whole and sound, when he liimaelf 4oth1break ; 
Rejoicing most, when most he is tonnented : 
In greatest discontents he rests contented : 
By conqaering himself, all conquests he prevented. 

XV. 
His rocky arms of massy adament. 

Safely could back rebut the hardest blade ; 
His skin itself could any weapan daunt, 

Of such strange mould and temper was he made : 
Upon his. shield a palm-tree still increasM, 
Though many weights its rising arms die^ess'd : 
His word was ^ Rising most, by being most oppress^ d.^ 

XVI. 

Nextliim Androphilus*, wht>se sweetest mind 
'Twixt mildness temper* d, and low courtesy, 

Could cease as soon to he, as not be kind : 
Churlish despite ne'er look'd from his calm eye, 
# Gent]enQs0« or-eooitesy* 
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Much less commasded in his gentle hemrt : 

To basest men fair looks he would impart ; 

Nor could he cloak Mil thoughts ia ooteplimental art, 

XVII. 
His enemies kneiv not how to discommend him ; 

All otiierB demiiy^lo^M ; fril rancorous Spite, 
And Yile Detraction fain would reprehend him ; . ' 
And oft in ^ain his name they closely bite, 
As popular, and flatterer accu8il^; : 
But he such slavish office much refusing, 
Can eas'ly quit his name from their false tongues abusingt 

XVIII. 
His arms were framM into a glitf ring night, 

Whose sable gown with stars all spangled widcj 
Afford the weary traveller cheerful light, 
And to liis bomie his erring footsteps guide : 
Upon his aneiient shield' the workmen fine 
Had drawn the Sun, whose eye did ne'er repine 
To look on good and ill : his word, ^ To all I shine.' 

XIX. 
Pair Virtue, where stay' st thou in poor exile. 

Leaving the court from whence thott took^st thy name } 
While in thy place is stept disdaiBing vile, 
And flattery, base son of heed and shame ; 
And with them surly scorn, and hateful pride ; 
Whose artificial face false colours dy'd. 
Which mor# display her lAame, than loathsome foulness hide, 

XX. 
Late, there thou lived&t with a gentle swain, 

(As gentle swain as ever lived there) 
Who lodg'd thee in his heart, and all thy trajh, 
Where hundred otiier graces (|uarterM were : 
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But lie, alas ! untimely dead and gone, 
Leaves tts to rue his death, and thee to moaui 
That few were eV^r such ; and now those few kr^ tone. 

XXI. ^ 

By him the stout Bncrates* boldly went, 

Assailed oft by mighty enemies, 
Which all on him alone th6ir spite mispent ; 
For he whole armies single bold defies ; 
With him nor might, nor eunning slights prevail ; 
All force on'him they tty, all forces fail: 
Yet still assail him fresh; yet vainly still assail. 

XXIL 
His body full of vigour, fiill of health ; - 

His table feeds not lust, but strength and need : 
Full storM with plenty, not by heaping wealth, 
But topping rank desires, which vain exceed : 
On's shield a hand from Heaven a oi'chard dressings 
Pruning superfluous boughs the trees oppressing ^ 
00 adding fruit : his word, ^ By lessening increasing/ 

XXIII. 
His settled mind was written in his face : 

For on his forehead che^f ul gravity 
False joys and apish vanities doth chase : 
And watchful care did wake in either eye. 
His heritance he would not lavish sell 
* Nor yet his treasure hide by neighboring Hell : 
But well he ever spent, what he had gotten welL 

XXIV. 
A lovely pair of twins closed either side : 

Not those in Heaven, the flow'ry Geminies, 
Are half so lovely bright ; the one his bride, / ^ 

Agneiaf chaste, was^ joinM in Hymen^s tie&> *" 

f Temperance. f Chastity m the «iarrie^. 
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And loYe^ as pure as Heavens conjunctioii . 
Thus she was his^ and he her flesh and bone ; 
So were they two to sight ; in truth enthrely one. 

XXV. 
Upon her prched brows, unarmed Love 
Triumphing tsat in peaceful victory ; 
And in her eyes thousand chaste graces iftove. 
Checking vain thoughts with awful majesty : 
Ten thousand moe her fairer breast contains ; 
Where quiet meekness every ill restrains. 
And humbly subject spirit by willing s'erviee reigns. 

XXVL 
Her sky-like arms glitter'd ip golden beants, . 

And brightly seemM to flame with burning hearts : 
The scorcliing ray with his reflected streams 
Fire to their flames, but heavenly fire imparts : 
Upon his shield a pair of turtles shone ; ^ ^ 

A lovely p^ir, still coupled, ne'er alone : 
Her wordj ^ Though one when two, yet either two, ox none*^ 

XXVII, 
With her, her sister went, a Warlike Maidt 
Parthenia ^, all in steel and gilded arms ; 
In needle's stead, a mighty spear she swayM, 
With which in bloody fields and fierce alarms. 
The boldest champion she down would bear. 
And like a thunderbolt wide passage tear, 
Flinging all to the earth with her enchanted spear, 

XXVIII. 
Jler goodly armour seem'd a garden green, ^ 

Where thousand spotless lilies freshly blew ; 
And on her shield the lone bird might be seen,, 

Th' Arabian bird, shining in colours new ; j 

* Clivtity in the singl^^ 
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tUidf unto itself was only mate i 
Erer the same, but new in ,newer date t 
And underneath WAS writ ^ Such is chaste single frtatc^' 

xxix. 

I'husbid inarms she seem'd a goodly knight. 

And fit for any warlike ex^cise : 
But when she list lay down her armour bright. 
And back resume her peaceful maidefi's guise ; 
The fairest Maid she was, that ever yet 
PrisonM her locks within a golden net, 
Or let them waving hang, with roses fair besets 

XXX. 
Choice nymph ! the orown of chaste Diana^s train^ 

Thou beauty^s lily, set in heavenly earth ; 
Thy fair^s unpattern'd, all perfection stain : 
Sure Heav'n with curious pencil at thy birth 
In thy rare face her own full picture drew : 
It is a strong verse here to write, but true. 
Hyperboles in others, arebut half thy due. 

XXXL 
Vpon her forehead Love his trophies fits,^ 

A thousand spoils in silver arch displaying : 
And in the midst himself full proudly sits, 
Jlimself in awful majesty arraying : 
Upon her brows lies his bent ebon bow, 
And ready shafts : deadly those weapons show ; 
lYet sweet the death appear' d, lovely that deadly blow. 

xxxii. 

And at the foot of this celestial frame, 
Two radiant stars, than stars yet better being, 

jGndu'd with living fire, and seeing flame ; 

Y^t with Heav'nji stars in this too near agreeing > 
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' They timely warmth^ themselves not warm, inspiffi? } 
These kindle thousand hearts with hot desire, 
And burning all they see, feel in themsMTes no fire. 

XXXIII. 
Ye matchless stars (yet each the other*» mateh) 

Heav'ns richest diamonds> set in amel white 
From whose bright spheres al! grace the giratees catch 
And will not move but by your loadstars bright ; 
How have you stoPn and stor'd your armoury 
With Lo ve- s and Death's strongshafts andfrom your sky^ 
Pour down thick showers of darts to make wholerarmiesfly t 

XXXIV. 
Above those Suns, two rainbows high aspire. 

Not in light shews, but madder liveries drest ; 
Fair Iris seeipM to mourfi in sable 'tire ; 

Yet thus more? sweet the greedy eye they feast r 
And but that wondrous face it well allow'd, 
■ Wondrous it seemM ih&t two fair rainbows show^df 
Above their sparkling Suns, without or rain or clouds* 

XXXV. 
A bed of lilies flow'r upon her cheek. 

And in the midst was set a circling rose ; 
Whose sweet aspect would force Narcissus seek 
New liveries, and fresher colours choose 
To deck his beauteous head in snowy *tire ; 
But all in vain : for who can hope t^ aspire 
To such a Fair, which none attain, but aH admire i^ 

XXXVI. 
Her ruby lips lock up from gazing sight 

A troop of pearls, which march in goodly row : 
But when she deigns those precious bones undight> 
Soon heav'niy notes from tho9e divisions flow> 
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And wtdi rare musiek charm the ravishM ears. 
Daunting bold thoughts, but cheering modest fears : 
The spheres so only sing, so only charm the spheres. . 

XXXVII. 
Her dainty breasts, like to an April rose 

From green silk fillets yet not all unbound. 
Began their little rising heads disclose, 
And fairly spread ^eirsilyer circlets round : 
From those two bulwarks Iotc doth safely fight ; 
Which swelling easily, may seem to sight 
To be enwombed both of pleasure and delight. 

XXXVIII. 
Yet all these stars which deck this beauteous sky 
By force of th* inward sun both shine and move ; 
Throned in her heart sits lore's high majesty ; 
In highest majesty the highest lore. 
As when a taper shines in glassy firame, 
The sparkling crystal bums in glittMng flame. 
So does that brightest lore brighten this lovely dame. 

XXXIX. 
Thus, and much fairer, fair Parthenia 

GlistVing in arms, herself presents to sight ; 
And when th' Amazon queen, Hippolyta, 
With Theseus entered lists in single fight, 
With equal arms her mighty foe opposing ; 
Till now her bared head her face disclosing, 
ConquerM the conqueror, and wqa the fight by losings 

XL. 
A thousand Knights wooM her witii busy pain, 
To thousands she her virgin-grant denyM ; 
Although her dear-sought love to entertain. 

They all theijr wit, and all their strength applyM : 

X 
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Yet in her heart, Loye close his sceptre sway'^ 
Which to a Heayenly Spouse her thoughtsbetray'd/ 
Where she a maiden wife might live, and wifely maid^ 

XLl. 
Upon her steps a virgin page attended. 

Fair Erythre^, ;who6e often blushing face, 
Sweetly her in-born bashful thoughts commended ; 
The face's change prov'd th' heart's unchanged grace. 
Which she a, shrine to purity devotes : 
So when cleax ivory, vermeil fitly blots. 
By stains it fairer grows, and lovelier by its spots*:. 

XLIL 
Her golden hw, her sflver forehesid high. 

Her teeth of solid, eyes of liquid pearl; 
But neck and breast no man might bare desc^y^ 
So sweetly modest was this bashful girl :> 
But that sweet paradise, ah ! could we sed, 
On whose white mount lets daintier apples be, 
Than those we bought so dear on Eden's tempting .tree> 

XLIII. 
These noble Knights this threatened fort defend ; 

These and a thousand moe heroic Swains, 
That to this 'stressed state their service lend. 
To free from force, and s^ve from captive chains. 
But now too late the battle to recite ; 
For Hesperus Heav'ns tapers 'gins to light. 
And warns each star to wait upon their mistress Nigjit; 

• M[»de$ty. 
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CANTO XL A^ 

L 

X HE early morn lets out the peeping daj. 

And strewed his path with splendid marigolds : 
The Moon grows wan, and stars fly all away, 
Whom Lucifer locks up in wonted folds 

Till light is quench' d, and Heav'n in seas hath flung 
The headlong day : — to th' bill the shepherd's throng, 
And Thirsil now began to end bis task and song. 

IL 
'* Who now, alas ! shall teach my humble vein^ 
That never yet durst peep from covert glade ; 
But softly learnt foir fear to sigh and plain, 
And vent his griefs to silent myrtle's 3hade ? 
Who now shall teach to change my oaten quilL 
For trumpets 'larms, or humble verses fiU, 
With graceful majesty, and lofty rising skill ? 

I"' 

Ah, thou dread Spijrit ! shed thy holy fire, 

Thy holy flame into my frozen heart ; 
Teach thou my creeping measures to aspire, 
And swell in bigger notes and higher art : 
Teach my low Muse thy fierce, alarms to ring. 
And raise my ^oft strain to high thundering : 
Tune thou my lofty song ; thy battles must I sing, 

IV. 
Such as thou wert within the sacred breast 

Of that thrice famous poet, shepherd, king ; 
And taught' st his heart to frame his cantos, best ^ 

Of all that e'er thy glorious work did sin^ : 
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Or as those holy fishers Once amongs 
Thou flamedst bright with sparkling parted toagues ; 
And brought'st down Heav'n to Earth in those allconquVing 
songs. 

V. 
These mighty Heroes, fill'd with justest rage 

To be in narrow wallis so closely pent, 
Glittering in arms and goodly equipage, 
Stood at the castle's gate, now ready bent 
To sally out, and meet the enemy : 
A hot disdain sparkled in every eye, 
Breathing out hateful war and deadly enmity. 

VI 

Thither repkirs the careftd Intellect, . \ 

With his fair spouse Voletta, heavenly fair : \ 
With both/ their daughter ; whose divine aspect, ^ 
Though now sad damps of sorrow much impair. 
Yet through those clouds did shine so glorious bright. 
That every eye did homage to the sight, 
Yielding their captive hea:rt& to that commanding light. 

VII. 
But who may hope to paint such majesty, 

Or shadow well such beauty, such a face : 
Such beauteous face, unseen to mortal ey^ ? 
Whose powerful looks, and more than mortal grace 
Love*s self hath lovM, leaving his heav'nly throne. 
With amorous sighs and many a lovely moan, 
(Whom all the world would woo) wooM her his only one, 

vni. 

Far be that boldness from thy humble swain^ 

Fairest y^^l^^fit^ to describe thy beauty, 
And with unable skill thy glory stain, 

Which, ever he admires with humble duty ; 
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But wlio to view such blaze of beauty lougs^ 
Go he to Sinai, th^ holy groves amongs ; 
Where that wise shepherd chants her in his song of songs. 

IX. 
The Island^s King with sober countenance 

Aggrates the Knights, who thus his right defended ; 
And with grave speech and comely amenance*. 

Himself, his state, his spouse, to them commended : 
His lovely child, that by him pensive stands^ 
He last delivers to their valiant hands ; 
And her to thank the Knights, her champions, he^mmandf. 

X. 
The God-like Maid awhile all silent stood, 

And down to th^ earth let fall her humble eyes ; 
'While modest thoughts shot up the flaming blood, 
Which fir'd her scarlet cheek with rosy dyes ; 
But soon to quench the heat, that lordly reigns^ 
From her fair eye a show'r of crystal rains, 
Which with its silver streams, o'er-runs the beauteous plains. 

XI. 
As when the Sun in midst of siimmerV heat 

Draws up thin vapours with his potent ray, 
Forcing dull waters from their native seat ; 
At length dim clouds shadow the burning day : 
TiU coldest air, soon melted into show'rs, 
Upon the Earth his welcome anger pours. 
And Heav'n^s clear forehead now wipes off her former lowrs. 

XM. 
At length, a little lifting up her eyes, 

A renting sigh way for her sorrow brake> 
Which from her heart *gan in her face to rise ; 
And first in th^ eye^ then in the lip, thus spake ; 

^ i. e. BdiAvidar. 
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^ Ah| gentle Knights^ how may a simple Maid, 
Witbjustest grief, and wrong so ill appayM, 
Oive due reward for such your pains and friendly aid ? 

XIII. 
But if my Princely Spouse do not delay 

His timely presence in my greatest need. 
He will for me your friendly love repay, 
And well requite this your so gentle deed : 
Then let no fear your mighty hearts assail : 
His word's himself ; himself he cannot fail. 
Long may he stay, yet sure he comes^ and must prevaiL^ 

XIV. 
By this the long-shut gate was open laid ; 

Soon out they rush in order well arranged : 
And fastening in their eyes that heavenly Maid, 
How oft for fear her fairest colour changM ! 
H'er looks, her worth, her goodly grace, and state^ 
Comparing with her present wretched fate. 
Pity whets just rcrenge, and love's fire kindles hate, 

XV. 
Long at the gate the thoughtful Intellect ^ 

Stay'd with his fearful queen and daughter fair ; 
But when the Knights were past their dim aspect. 
They follow them with vows and many a prayV : 
At last they climb up to the castle's height ; , 
From which they vicw'd the deeds of ev'ry Knight 
AndmarkM thedoubtfiil end of this intestine fight, 

XVI. 
As when a youth bound for the Belgick war. 

Takes leave of friends upon the Kentish sh«re } 
Now are they parted^ and he saiPd so far 
They tsee not now^ ^nd now are seen no more ; 
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V 

Yet fanoff Tiewing the vrbite trembling sails, 
The tender mother soon plucks off her vails, 
JinA shaking them aloft, unto her son she hails. 

XVII. 
Mean time these champions march in fit array, 
TiU both the armies now were come in sight : 
Awhile each other boldly viewing stay, 

With short delays whetting fierce rage and spite. 
Sound now, ye trumpets, sound alarums loud ; 
Hark, how their clamours whet their anger proud T 
See, yonder are they met in midst of dusty cloud ! 

XVIII. 
So oft the South with civil enmity 

Musters his wafry forces Against the West ; 
The rolling clouds come tumbling up the sky 
In dark folds wrapping up their angry guest : 
At length the flame breaks from th' imprisoning cold 
With horrid noise tearing the limber mould : 
While down in liquid tears the broken vapours roird. 

XIX. 
First did that warlike Maid herself advance ; V^ 

And riding from amidst her company. 
About her helmet wav'd her mighty lance. 
Daring to fight the proudest enemy : 
Porneius^ soon his ready spear addrest, 
And dose advancing on his hasty beast, 
JBent his sharp-headed lance against her dainty breast. 

XX. 
Jn vain the broken staff sought entrance there, 

Where Love himself oft entrance sought in vajn : 
Put much unlike the martial Virgin^s spear, 
WUcli low 4Ji9mounts her foe on dusty plain, 
« Seecaoto tH. ajtaoza 19f 
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Broaching \rith bloody point his breast before : 
Down from ^e wound trickled the bubbling gorcv 
And bid pale Death come in at that red gaping door. , 

XXI. 
There lies he corerM now in lowly dust. 
And foully wallowing in clotted blood, 
Breathing together out his life and lust, 
Which from his breast swam in the steaming flood: 
In maids his joy, now by a Maid defy'd. 
His life he lost, and all his former pride : 
With women would heKve, now by a woman died. 

XXII. 
Aselges, struck with such a heavy sight, 

Greedy to 'venge his brother's sad decay, 

Spurr'd forth his flying steed with fell despite. 

And met the Virgin in the middle way : 

His spear against her head he fiercely threw. 
Which to that face performing homage due. 
Kissing her helmet, thence in thousand shivers flew. 

XXIII. 
The wianton boy had dreamt, that latest nighty 

He well had learnt the liquid air dispart 
And swim along the Heav'ns with pinions light ; 
Now that fair Maid taught him this nimble art : 
For from his saddle far away she sent, 
Flying along the empty element. 
That hardly yet he knew whither his course was bent. 

XXIV. 
The rest that saw with fear the ill success 

Of single fight, durst not like fortune try ; 
But round beset her with their numerous press : 
Before, beside, behind, they on her fly. 
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And e¥ery part with oow&rd odds assail : 
But she redoidbling^ strokes as thick as hail, 
brove far thdr Hying troops, •and tiiresh'd mth iron flail. 

XXV. 
As when a gentle gfroyhoiiiid set around 

With little curs^ which dire his way molest^ 
Snapping behind ; soon as the angry hound 
Turning his course^ hath caught the busiest, 
And shaking in his fangs hath well nigh slain ; 
The rest fearM with his crying run amain, 
And standing all aloof, whine, howl, and bark in Tain.- 

XXVI. 
The subtil Pragon> that from far did Tiew 

The waste and spoil made by this Maiden Knight, 
Fell to his wonted guile ; for well he knew * 

All force was Tain against stich wondrous might : 
A crafty swain well taught to cunning harms, . 

Caird False Delight^ he changed with liellish charms, ^ 
That Tme Delight he seemM, the self-same shape and anns* 

XXVII. 
The watchfulPs^ sight, no difference could descry ; 

The same his Csice, his Toice, his gait the toine : 
Thereto his words he feignM ; and coming nigh 
The Maid, that iierce pursues her martial game, , 

He whets her wrath with many a guileful word. 
Till she, less careful, did fit time afford : 
Then up with both his hands he lifts his baleful sword. 

XXVIII. 
Ye pow'rful heaVns ! and Thou, their Governor ! 

With what eyes can you view this doleful sight ? 
How can you see your fairest conqueror 
So nigh her end by so uumanly slight ? 

Y 
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The dreadful weaponi throughthe air do^h^df^ t 
But Sure you turned the harmful edge aaide : 
Blse must she theire have falPB, and by that trftitoe,diad>' ^ 

XXIX. 
Yet lU her side deep was the wound impigbt ; .. .. . » ^ ' 

Her flowing, life the .shining armour -stains .: ,m /' 

From that wide spring IfMig rivers took their flif^ty .- > < > . ;: 

With pur{Ae streams drowning the silver plains.: < • ' 

Her cheerful colour now grows wan'andpale^ ^ 

Which oft she strive? with courage to recaiyf . ; 

And rouse h^r. fainting head, which down as oftwmiidfidt.. 

XXXi 
All so a lily press'd with heavy rain, ^ . 

Which filk her cups witbahow^rs u|> to the iNruriiLa > * 
The weary stalk, no longer ca» sustain . . *. . 5 - 
The heady but low beneath the burthen sinks : 
Or as a virgin rose her leaves^ dutpkLya, 
Which too hot s'corching beams qmte disafray&; » 
Down flags her double ruff, and all her sweet deoByiB. < ( 

XXXI. 
Th^ undaunted Maid, feeling her feet deny 

Their wonted duty, to a tree petirM ; 
Whom all the rout pursue with deadly cry. 
As when a hunted stag^ now well nigh tirM, 
Sho^'d by an oak^ *gin8 with his head to play -; ' 
The fearful hbunds dare hot his horns assay, ^ 
But running rcnind aboiit^ with yelping voices biay. * 

XXXII. 
And now, perceiving all her strength was spent, / "^ 

lifting to lisf ning Heav'n her trembling' eyes ; '' 
Thus whispVing soft, her soul to heaven she sent*; 
^ Thou chastest Love ! that ruFst the wand'ring^ skies, 
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More pure than purest heavens by thee moT^d; 
If thine own love in me thou sure.hast proved ; 
If ever thoil/onyself, my vows, my love hast lovM; 

XXXIII. 
JLet not this temple of ;lhy sp0tlefl8 lore, 

Be with foul hand, tmd beastly rage defil'd : 
ISttt when my spirit shall its eampremoye. 
And to his home return^.too \(mg cxil'd ; 
Do thou protect it from the lay'i^ous spoil 
Of rancorous enemies, that hourly toil 
Thy humble votary with -loathsome spot to foil.' 

XXXIV. 
With thi? few drops fell from her fiainting eyes. 

To dew the fading roses of her cheek ; 
That much Highiove seemM passionM witfathose cries ; 
Much more those streams his heart and patieQce break : 
Straight he the charge gives to a winged swain, 
Quickly to step d«^wn to that bloody pliun^ 
And aid her weary arms, and rightful cause maintaiU/i 

XXXV. 
iSoon stoops the speedy herald through the air, 

Where chaste Agneia and Encrates fought : 
* See, see ! he cries, where your Parthenia, fair, n/. 
The flowV of all your army, hemmed about 
Witli thousand enemies, now fainting stands. 
Ready to fall into their murdVing hands : 
Hie ye, ho^ ine ye fast.! the Highest Ijove eommand?.' 

XXXVI, 
They casting round about their angry eye. 

The wounded virgin almost sinking spied ^ 
They prick their steeds, which straight like lightning fly ; 
Their brother Continence runs by th^ir'side ; 
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Fair Continence, that traly losg befiwe. 
As his heart's liege, this lady did adore : 
And now his faithful loye kindled his bate the meiet 

JtXXVII, 
]Bncrates and his spouse irith flashing sword 

Assail the Qcaiter'd troops, that headlong fly ; 
While Continence aprepious liquor pourM 
Into the woupd, andsuppled tenderly : 
Then binding up the gaping orifice, 
ReviVd the spirits, that now she 'gau to rise, • 
And with new life confront her heartless enemies. 

XXXVIII, 
So baye I often seen a purple flowV, 

Fainting through heat, hang dQwn her drooping bead, 
But soon refreshed wiib a welcome show'r, 
Begins again her Uvely beauties spread, 
And with new pride her ailkeu leayes display ; ' 
And while the sun dotb now more gently play^ 
Lays out her swelling bosom to Ihe sniiling 4&y« 

XXXIX, 
Now rush they aU ipto the flying trains ; 

Blood fires their blood, i^nd slaughter, kindles fight : 
The wretched TUlgar on the purple plains 
Fall down as thick, as when a rustic wight 
From laden oaks the plenteoi^s acorns pours ; 
Or when the thickenM air that sadly low'rs^ 
And melt»h]s sullen brow, and weeps 3weet April sbow^rfl^ 

XL. 
The greedy Dragon that aloof did spy 
So il} siiccess of this renewed fray ; 
Mom vex^4 with loss of certain rictory. 
Deprived p{ s0 assur'd and wished ytvfx . 
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Ckuudiedhit Irw teeth for grief and spite : 
The burniiig epariu leap from his flaming sight. 
And from his smoking jaws streams out a smouldering night 

XU. 
Straight thither sends he in a fresh supply. 

The swelling band that drunken Methos led ; 
And aU the rout his brother Gluttony 
Commands, in lawlesa bands disordered : 

So now they bold restore their broken fight, 
' And fiercely turn again from shameful flight ; 
.While both with former loss sharpen their raging spite. 

XUI. 
freshly these Knights assault these fresher bands. 

And widi new battle all their strength renew : 
Down fell Geloios by Encrates* hands ; 
Agneia, Bfcechus and Anagnus slew ; 
And spying Methos fenc'd in^s iron vine, 
Fiere'dhisswollen paunch : therelies the drunken swine,' 
And spues liis liquid soul out in his purple wine. 

XLIII, 
As when a greedy lion, long unfed. 

Breaks in at length into the harmless folds ; 
(So hungry rage eonunands) wifli fearful dread 
He drags the silly beasts : nothing controuls 
The victor proud ; he spoils, devours, and tears: 
In vain the keeper calls his shepherd peers : 
Mean while the simple flock gaxe on with silmt fears. 

xwv. 

Such was the slaughter tiiese three champions nmde ; 

Bat most Encrates, whose unconquerM hands 
^ent thousand foes down to th* infernal shade. 

With useless Undis strewing the hfeody sands : 
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Oft were they succourM fresh with* new slipplies/ 
But fell as oft : — ^the Dragon^ gtowi Jttore wise 
By former loss, began another way d^Tise. 

XLV. 
Soon to their aid the Cyprian band he sent^ 
For easy skirmish clad in armour light : 
Their golden bows in hand stood ready bent^ 
And painted quirers, fkmish'd Jwell for 'fight, 

Stuck full of shafts, whose beads foal poison stains ; 
Which dippM in Phlegethon by hellish swains, 
Bring tbousai^d painful deaths, and thousand deadly pains. 

XLVI. 
Thereto of substance strong, so thin and slighty 

And wrought by subtil hand so cunningly. 
That hardly were discerned by weaker sight ; 
Sooner the heart did feel, than eye could see : 
Far off they stood, and flung their darts around 
Raining whole clouds of arrows on the ground ; 
So safely others hurt, and never wounded, wound. 

XLVII. 
Much were the knighs encumberM with these foes ; 

For well they saw, and felt their encodes : 
But when they back wduld turn the borrowM blows, 
The light-foot troop away more Smftly flies 
Than do their winged arrows through the wind : 
And in their course oft would they turn behind. 
And with tiieir glancing darts their hot pursuers blind. 

XLVIII. 
As when by Russian Volgha^s frozen banks. 

The false^baek Tartars, fear, with cunning feign, 
And posting fiast away in flying ranks, 
Qft backward turn, and {rqm Aeir bpws down rain 
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Whole stordis of darts ; so do they flying fight : 
And what by force they lose^ they win by slight ; 
Conquer^ by standing out, and conquerors by flightr 

XLIX. 
Such was the craft of this false Cyprian crew : 

Yet oft they seem'd to slack their fearful pace^ 
And yield theips^ves to foes that fast pursue ^ 
So would they deeper wound in nearer space : 
In such a fight^ be wins who fastest flies. 
Fly, fly chaste knights, such subtil enemies : 
The Tanquish'd cannot lire^ and conqueror surely dies. 

L/ 
The knights oppressed with wounds and travel past^ 

Did soon retire, and now were near to fainting : 
With that a winged post him speeded fast, 

The General with these heaT^ news acquainting : 
He soon refreshed their hearts that *gan to tire. 
But, let our weary Muse awhile respire : 
Shade we our scorched beads from Phcebus' parching fire/' 
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CANTO XIL 

I. 

jThE shejdi^fdfr, gti^ded from fhe sparkling heaf 

Of blazing air, upon the flowery banks, 
(Wh^e Tarions flowers damask the fragrant seat. 
And all the grove perfume) in wotfted ranks 
Securely sit them downy tmA spweetly play : 
At length, thus Thirsil ^nds his broken lay,^ 
Lest that the stealing night hi? later song might stay'. 

IL 
'^ Thrice, oh', thrice happy, shejA^rd's life and state! 

When corurts are happiness, unhappy pawns t 
His cottage low, and safely bumble gate^ 
Shuts out proud Fortune, with her sc<ortfs tod faWif» : 
No feared treason breaks his quiet sleep : 
Singing all day, his ilocks he learns to keep ; 
Ilimself as innocent as are his simple sheep. 

in. 

No Serian worms he knows, that with their thread 

Draw out their silken lives : — nor silken pride : 
His lambs' waitn fleece well fits his little need, 
Not in that proud Sidonian tincture dy'd : ' 
No empty hopes, .no courtly fears him fright ; 
Nor begging wants his middle fortune bite : 
But sweet content exiles both misery and spite. 

IV. 
Instead of music, and base flattering tongues. 
Which wait to first salute my lord's uprise ; 
The cheerful lark wakes him with early songs. 
And birds' sweet whistling notes unlock his eyes.' 
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In country plays is all tke strife he uses ; 
Or sing, of dance, unto the rural Muses ; 
And but in music's sports, all difference refuses. 

V. 
His certain life, that never can deceive Mm, 

Is full of thousand streets, and rich content : 
The smooth leavM beeches in the field receive him 
With coolest shades, till poon-tide rage is spent : 
His life is neither tost in boisterous seas 
Of troubPous world, nor lost in slothful ^ase: 
Pleased and full blest he lives, ivhen he his God can please. 

VI. 
His bed of wool yields safe and quiet sleeps, 

While by his side his faithful spotise hath place : 
His little son into his bosom creeps 
The lively picture of his father's face : 
Never his humble house or state torment Upi ; 
Less he could like, if less his God had sent him ; 
And when he dies, green turfs, with grassy iomb^ content him. 

VII. 
The world's Great Light his lowly state hath bless'd. 

And left his Heav'n to be a shepherd base : 
Thousand sweet songs he to his pipe addressed : 
Swift rivers stood, beasts, trees, stones, i1|i|^&c;e. 
And serpents flew to hear his softest strains ; 
He fed his flock where rolling Jordan reigns ; 
There took our rags, gave us his robes, and bore our pains: 

VIIL 
Then thou High Light ! whom shepherds low adore. 
Teach me, oh ! do thou teach thy humble swain - 
To raise my creeping song from earthly floor I 

Fill thou mj empty breast with lofty strain ; . 

a 



That singiAg of tkj w^ra ^d dre£i4fiil ^^^, 
My notes vxjaij ^wp4?r o^t t^, coi^^u'i^^g v^gh( ; 
And *twixt ilbfi go^^ stars cut oi^t bgp ta^K'tV^g flif^t. 

The Mighty General moy'd witt^ the n^wa 

Of those tour famous Il^nigbtyso near d^ci^y. 
With hasty fjp^d t^e conij^uVing foe pursues ; 
' Ai last he spie? irh^re they we^e led awajr, 

ForcM to ojbey the yictor's proud comniandf^: 
Soon did hf . icufh iptp the middle bands, 
And cut the sh^vish cords from their captiyed ha^^s, 

X. 
And for the Knij^hts ware faint, be quickly sent 
To Penitencci whom Phcebus taught hisiyrt ; 
Which she had eak^d with hmg experimeiiit : 
For many a soul and mapy a wounded heart 
Had she reittor'd, and brought to life agsin ; 
Tha hrol^en spirit, with grief and horror 8lriil» 
Th»t oft reTi^M, yet died 4s. oft with smarting pain. 

XI. 
For nhe in several baths their woundfi did 9teep ; 
The ^rst pf rue which purgM the foul infectioii, 
And curM the deepest wound, by woundingdeep : 
Then would she make another strange confection, 
And mix.it with l^epenthe sovereign; 
Wherewith qbe quickly swag'd the rankling pain : 
Thus she the ktiights rescued, and w^sh'd from siofol ttaiii. 

9f esn t|ma tto fight now fiercer grows thah ever : 
(For all his Jtrpops the Dragon hither dr^w) 

The two Twin-Loyes whom im place mought disserer * 
And Knowledge with his trai^ begins anew 



To Btriie flr^h summon^ up ahd hot alantik : 
In midst great Fl(d6, clatt in saii-like arms^ 
With hit unmatched force repairs all former harms. 

xiii* 

So whbn the Sun shines In bright Taurus* head^ 

Returning t^mpest» all urith winter fill ; 
And still successi^ storms fresh mustered. 
The timely year in his first spritigings kill i 
And oft it breathes awhile, then straight again 
Doubly pours out his s^iite in smoking rain : 
The country's tows and hopes sWim on the drownM plain. 

XIV. 
The loYely twins tide *gain^t the Cyt^Hah bands. 

Chasing their troops, now with no feigned fiight : 
Their broken shafts lie scattered on the sands, 
ThemselTes JTor fear quite TanishM out of sight : 
Against these conquerors Hjrpocrisy, 
And Cosmo^s hated bands, with Ecthros fly. 
And all that rout do march, and bold the twins deff . 

XV. 
Elpinus, mighty enemies assail ; 

But Doubt of all the bthef mbst infested ; 
That oft his faifiting courage 'gan to fail. 
More by his craft than 6'dds of tbrce molested ; 
For oft the treachour changM his weapon light. 
And sudden altered hii^ first kind of fight ; 
And oft himself and shape iransfofmM With cunhing slight 

XVI. 
So that great river, with Aicides striviog 
In Oeneus* court for the iEtolian maid, 
To diYers shapes his fluent limbs coutriviog. 
From manly form in serpent's frsuns bk stayM, 
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Sweeping with speckled breast the dusty lan^^' 

Then like a bull with houis did armed stand : . 

Hi9 hsuiging dewlap traiPd along the golden sand. ^ 

XVII. 
, Such shapes and e^hanging fashions much disn^ayM him,^ 
That oft he sta^erM with unusual fright ; ■ u 

And but his brother Fido oft did aid him, ^ . , 

There had he fell in unacg[uainted fight : 

But he would still his Wavering strength maintain, 
And chace that monster through the sandy plain ; 
Which from him fled apace, but oft returned again. 

xyiii. 

Yet him more strong and cunning foes withstand^ 

Whom he with greater skill and stren^h defied : 
Foul Ignorance, with all her owl-ey'd band ; 
Oft-starting Fear, Distrust ne^er satisfied, 
And fond Suspect, and thousand other foes ; 
Whom far he drives with his une<j[ual blows, 
And with his flaming sword their fainting army mow». 

XIX- 
As when blood-guilty Earth for vengeuice cries, 
(If greatest things with less we may compare) 
The mighty Thunderer through the air flies. 
While snatching whirlwinds open ways prepare : 

Dark clouds spread out their sable curtains o'er him ; 
And angels on their flaming wings up bore him : 
Mean time the guilty Heavens for fear fly fast before him. 

XX. 
There while he on the wind's proud pinions rides^ 
Down with his fire some lofty mount he throws, 
And fills the low vale with its ruinM sides ; 

Or on some church his three-fork'd dart bestows, 
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(Which yet his sacred worship, foul mistakes,) 
Downfalls the spire, the body fearful quakes ; . 
Kor sure to fall or stand, with doubtful trembling sbsdces. 

XXI. 
With Fido, Knowledge went, who ordered right 
His mighty bands : so now his scatterM troops 
Make head again, filling their broken fight ; 
While with new change the Dragon^s army droops. 
And from the following victors headlong run : 
Yet still th«^Dragon frustrates what is done ; 
And easUy makes them lose what they so hardly won. 

XXII. 
Out of his gorge a hellish smoke he drew 

That all the field with foggy mist enwraps : 
As when Tiphoeus from his paunch doth spew . 

Black smothering flames, roll'd in loud thunder claps ; 
The pitchy vapours choke the shining ray. 
And bring dull night upon the smiling day : 
The wavering JBtna shakes and fain would run away. 

XXIII. 
Yet could his bat^eyM legions easUy see 

In this dark Chaos : — ^th^y the seed of night : 
But these not so, who night and darkness flee ^ 
For they the sons of day, and joy in light : 
But Knowledge soon began a way devise 
To bring again the day, and clear their eyes : 
So opened Fido's shield, and golden vail unties. 

XXIV. 
Of one pure Diamond, celestial fair, 

That heavenly shield by cunning hand was made ; 
Whose light divine, spread through the misty air, 
To brightest mom would turn the western shade 
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And Kghtsome day beget bef^ Us time i 
Frained in Hfeaten, witiioni all earthly erime^ 
Dip]pM in the fiery Sun, which burnt the baser ntime^ 

. XXV. 
As when from fenny moors the lumpish clouds 

With rising steams damp the bright morning's £iee i 
At length the piercing Snn his team unshronds, 
And with his arrows the idle fog doth chase : 
The broken mist lies melted all in tears : > 
So this bright shield the dismal darkbeaa tears^ 
And giving back the day, dissolves their fomier feiwi'4 

XXVI. 
Which when afar, the fiery Dragon spies 

His slights deluded with so little pain ; 
To his last refuge now at length he flies : 
' Long time his pois' nous gorge he seemM to strain i 
And now with loathly sights he up doth spelid 
From stinking paunch, a most deformed crew ; 
That Heav'n itself did fly from their mosiugly Ti«w« 

XXVII. 

OThe first that crept from his detested maw^ 
Was Hamartia^, foul, deformed wight; 
More foul, deform'd, the Sun yet never saw ; 
Therefore she hates the all-betraying light : 
A woman seem'd she in her upper part : 
To which she could such lying gloss impart^ 
That thousands she had slain with her deeeiving wti* 

XXVIII. 
The rest (cho' hid) in serpent's form aiirayM^ 

With iron scales, like to a plaited mail ; 
Over her back her knotty tail display'd> 
AloDg the empty air did lofty sail } 

* Sin. 



The end wa^i ^Mfeinted with a double atio^. 
Which with tttch dreaded might she xnoat to fliug» 
That nought could help the wound, but blood ot hea^'nly 
lyng. 

XXIX. 
Of thai first woman, her the Dragon got, 

(The foidest bastaed of so fair a modier) 
Whom when she saw so ftUM with inonst'rous spot, 
She cast her hiidden shame and birth to smother : 

But she well .nig^ her mother's self had slain ; 
^ And all that dare her kindly entertain : 
So some parts of her dam, more of her sire remain. 

XXX. 
Her Yiperous: locks hung loose about her ears ; 

Yet with a monst'rous snake she them restrains, 
lyhich like a border on her head she wears : 
About har ifeck hang down long adder chains. 
In thousand knots, and wreaths infolded round ; 
li^^ch in her anger lightly she unbound. 
And darting far away would sure and deadly wound. 

XXXI. 
Yet fair and lovely seems to fools' dim eyes ; 
But Hell more lovely, Pluto's self more fair 
Appears, when her true form true light descries : 
Her loathsome face, blancht skin, and snaky hair ; 
Her shapeless shape, dead life, her carrion smell ; 
The worst of ills, the child, and dam of Hell ; 
Js chaffer fit for fools their precious souls to seU ! 

XXXII. 
The second in this rank was blade Despair jL^ 

Bred in the dark womb of eternal night : 
]9is looks fast nail'd to Sin ; long sooty hair 
JPiird up his lank oheeks with wild staring fright. 



in tHE PURPLE ISLAND. 

His leaden eyes, retirM ioto his head ; 
Light, Heay'o, and Earth, himself, and all things fled i 
A. breathing corpse he seemM, wrapt up in living lead. 

XXXIII, 
His body all was framM of earthly paste, 

And heavy mould ; yet Earth could not content him : 

Heav'n fast he flies, and Heaven fled him as fast ; 

Tho' kin to Hell, yet Hell did much torment him : 

His very soul was nought but ghastly fright ; 

With him went many a fiend, and ugly spright. 

Armed with ropes and kniyes, all instruments of spite^ 

XXXIV. 
Instead of feathers on his dangling crest , 

A luckless raven spread her blackest wings : 
And to her croaking throat gave never rest, 
But deathful verses and sad dirges sings : 
His hellish arms were all with fiends embt>st, 
Who damned souls with endless torments roast. 
And thousand ways devise to vex the tortur'd ghost- 

XXXV. 
Two weapons, sharp as death he ever bore, 

Strict Judgment, which from far, he deadly darts ; 
^in at his side, a two-edg'd>word he wore. 
With which he soon appals the stoutest hearts ; 
Upon his shield Alecto with a wreath 
Of snaky whips the damnM souls tortureth : 
And round about was wrote, f ^ Reward of sin is death/^ 

XXXVI. 
The last two brethren were far different, 

Oi^ly in common name of death agreeing ; 
The first arm'd with a scythe still mowing went ; 
Yet, whom, and vfhs^n he murderM, never seeing ^ 
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Bmi dMf, a&d UiBd z^-HB^tting mlglit stop his way : 
No iH*a7'nr, no vows hk kumest fleythe could stay^ 
Jf or b^«uty*8 te^ hia spite, nor Tirtuo's self allay. 

XXXVII. 

No state, no age, no aex may hope to move him ; 

Down falls the yomg, and old, the boy, and maid : 
Nor beggar can intreat, nor king reprove him ; 
AH arohis slaves iu cloth of flesh arrays : 

The bride he snatches from the bridegroom^s arms. 
And borroiir brings ih midst of lovers alarms ; 
Too w^t'we know his pow'r by long experienced harms.. 

XXXVIII. 
A dead man's skull supplied his helmet's place, 

A bone his club, bin armour sheets of lead : 
Some more, some less, fear his aflSrigfating ttece ; 
But most, who sleep in downy pleasure'a bed : 
But who in life have daily leam'd to die. 
And dead to this, live to a life more high, 
Sweetly in death they sleep, and slumbering quiet iie. 

XXXIX. 
The second far more foul in every part. 

Burnt with blue fire, and bubbling sulphur streams ; 
Which creeping round about him filPd with smart 
His cursed limbs, that direly he blasphemes : 

Most strange it seems, that burning thus for ever, 
No rest, no time, no place these flames may sever. 
Yet death in thousand deaths without death dieth never. 

XL, 
Soon as these hellish monsters came in sight. 

The Sun his eye in jetty vapours drown'd ; v/ 

Scared at such hell-hounds' view. Heaven's mazed light 
•Sets iu.an early evening : Earth astound, 
' A a 
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Bids dogs with honiis give warning : at whteli soundt 
Tbe fearful air starts, seas break their bound, 
Andfrigbted fled away ^ no sands mi^t tb^m impound, 

XLL 
The palsied troop like asps first shaken face. 
Till now their heart congeaPd in iey bloody 
Candied the ghastly face -.—^locks stand and stare : 
Thus charm' d, in ranks of stone they marsbalPd stood t 
, Their useless swords fell idly on the plain. 
And now the triumph Sounds in lofty strain ; 
So conquering Dragon binds the knights in slavish chainu 

XLIL 
As when proud Hiineus in his brother's feast 

Fiird all with tumuh and intestine broil ; 
Wise Perseus with such multitudes oppressed, 
Before him^bore the snaky Oorgon's spoil : 
The vulgar rude stood all in marble chang'd^ 
And in i^ain ranks> in rocky order i^ang'd; 
Were now more quiet guests, from former rage estrapg'd. ^ 

XLIIL 
The fair Eclecta, whq with grief had. stood? 

Viewing th' qft changes of |^his doubtful fight, 
Saw now the field sw^m in her champion's blood> 
And from h^ hea^, rent with deep passipn, sigh'd ; 
Limning tri^e sorrow in sad silent art : 
Light grief floats on the tpngue ; but h^q^yy .smar.t 
Sinks down, and deeply lies in centre of the heart- 

xjiiy. 

What Dcedal art such griefs can truly shew, 

Broke heart, deep sighs, loud sobs, and burning prayers. 
Baptising ev'ry limb in weeping dew ? 

Whose swollen eyes, redd'ning with briny tears. 
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t)hrystalline rocks ; coral, the lid appears ; ^ 
CompassM about with tides of grief and fears : [tears. 
Where grief stored ffeatwith si^hs, and fear stores grief with 

XLV. 
At length sad sorrdw, mounted on the wings 

Of lond breathM sighd, his leaden nireight appears ; 
And vents itself in softest whisperings, 

FollowM with deadly groans, usherM by tears : 
While h^r fair hands, and watry shining eyes^ 
Were upi^ard bent upon th^ morning skies. 
Which seemM with cloudy brow her grief to sympathise. 

XLVI. 
Long while the silent passion, wanting vent^ 

Made flowing teard her words, and eyes her tongue ; 
Till faith, experience, hope, assistance lent 
To shut both flood-gates up with patience strong : 

The streams well ebbM, new hopes some comforts borrow 
From firmest truth ; then glimpsM the hopeful morrow : 
So spring some dawns of joy, so s^ts the night of sorrows 

XLVII, 
* Ah dearest Lord ! my heart's sole Sovereign^ \/ 

Who sitf st exalted on thy burning throne ; 
Hear from thy Heav'ns^ where thou dost safely reign^ 
Cloth'd with the gbldep Sun, and silver Moon : 
Cast down awhile thy sweet and gracious eye, 
And low avail that glorious Majesty, 
Deigning thy gentle sight on our sad misery^ 

XLVIII. 
To thee, dear Lord ! I lift this wat'ry eye. 

This eye which thou so oft in love hast prais'd; 
This eye with which thou wounded oft wouldst die ; 
To thee, dear Lord ! these suppliant hands are rai^'d : 
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These to be UKes thou hast often told me ; 
lYhich if but once again may erer hold thecf^ 
Will neyer kt thee loose, mill iierer more nufidd thee^ 

XIIX. 
^See how thy foes 'despiteful trophies roar. 
Too confident in thy prolongM delays ; 
Come then, oh quickly come, my dearest dear 1 
When shall I see tliee crownM with Ikmqu'ring bays> 
And all thy foes trod down and spread as clay ? 
When shall I see thy face, and glory's Ay ? 
Too long thou stay'st my love ; come loTe, no longer stay. 

L. 
Hast thou forgot thy former word and love, 

(^ Jock'd thy sweetness up in fierce disdain ? 
In Tain didst thou Hiose thousand mischiefs prove ? 
Are aH those griefs, thy birth, life, death, in vain ? 
Oh ! no ; — of ill thou only dost repent thee. 
And in thy dainty mercies most content thee : 
Then why, with stay so long, so long dost thou torment me i 

Li: 

Reviving cordisd of my dying sprite, 

The best elixir for soul's drooping pain ; 
Ah ! now unshade thy face, uncloud thy sight ; 
See, ev'ry way's a trap, each path's a train : 

Hell's troops my soul beleaguer ; bow thine ears ; 
And hear my cries piercetfarough my groans and fears : 
Sweet Spouse ! see not my sins^ bilt through my plaints and 
tears. ^ 

LII. 
Let frailty, favour ; sorrow, succour move ; 

Anchor my life in thy calm streams of blood : 

Be thou my rocky though poor changeUug rove. 

Tost up and down in waves of worldly flood : 
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Wlulat I in yale<rf tears at anchor ride, 
Where winds of eattMy thoughts raiy sails misguide ; 
Harbour my flesyy bark safe in thy wounded side. 

LIII. 
Take, tak4» my contrite heart, thy sacrifice, 

Wash'd in her eyes that ^wims and sinks in woeH : 
See, see, as seas with winds high working rise. 
So storm, so rage, so gape thy boasting foes ! 

Dear Spouse! unless thy right hand even steers ; 
Oh ! if thou anchor not these threatening fears ; 
iThy ark will sail as deep in blood, as now in tears.' 

LIV. 
With that a thundering noise seemM shake the sky. 

As when with iron wheels through stony plain. 
A thousand chariots to the battle fly ; 
Or when with boisterous rage the swelling main, 
Puft up by mighty winds, does hoarsely roar ; 
And beating with his waves the trembling shore, 
His sandy girdle scorns, and breaks Edrth^s rampart door. 

LV. 
And straight an angel * full of heav'nly might, v 

(Three several crowns circled his royal head) 
From northern coast heaving his blazing light, 

Through all the Earth his glorious beams dispread. 
And open lays the Beast's and Dragon's shame : 
For to this end, th' Almighty did him frame. 
And therefore from supplanting gave his ominous name. 

LVI. 
A silver trumpet oft he loudly blew, 

Frighting the guilty Earth with thundering knell ; 



* Oar late most Icaraed sorerei^n, in bis Remonstrance and Complaint ou 
Hie Apocalypse. 
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And oft proclaimM, as through the World he ftetry 
^ Babel, great Babel lies as low as Hell : . 
Let every ^ngel loud his trump^ sound. 
Her Heav'n-exalted tow*rs in dust are drown'd : 
Babel, proud Babel's fallen, and lies as low as groUndw^ 

LVII. 
The broken Heav'ns dispart with fearful noise. 

And from the breach outshoots a sudden light : 
Straight shrilling trumpets with loud soufiding voice 
Give echoing summons to new bloody fight : 
Well knew the Dragon that all-quelling blasts 
And soon perceived that day must be his last : 
Which strook his frightened heart, and all his troops aghast^ 

LVIIL 
Yet full of malice, and of stubborn pride. 

Though oft had strove, and had been foiPd as oft> 
Boldly his death and certain fate defy'd ; 
And mounted on b^ Aaggy sails aloft. 

With boundless spite he longM to try again 
A second loss, and new death ; — glad and fain 
To shew his poisonous hate, though ever shew'd in va^^ 

LIX. 
So up he arose upon his stretched sails 

Fearless expecting his approaching death ; 
So up he arose, that th' air starts and fails. 
And over-pressed, sinks his load beneath : 
So up he arose, as does a thunder-cloud. 
Which all the Earth with shadows black doth shroud : 
§0 up he arose, and through tlie weary air he rowM. 

LX 
Now his Almighty Foe far off he spies ; 

Whose sun-like arms dazM the eclipsed day, 
Confounding with their beams his glitt'ring skies. 
Firing the air with more than heav'nly ray ; 
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Like thousand sons in one :*"-siioh is' their lights 
A subject ^nly for immortal sprite, 
Which never can be seen^ but by immortal sight. 

LXL 
]His flureat'nipg eyes shine like that dreadful flame, 

With which the Thunderer arms his angry hand : 
Himself had fairly wrote his wondrous Name, 

Which ^dther Earth nor Heaven could understand : 
A hundred crowns, like tow'rs, beset around 
His conq'ring head: well may they there abound. 
When all his limbs, sLi^i troops, with gold are richly crowned; 

LXII. 
pis armour all was dy'd in purple blood ; . 

(In puiiple blood of thousaud rebel kings) 
In vain thei^ stubborn pow'rs his arm withstood y 

Their proud necks chainM, he now in triumph brings^ . 
And breaks their spears, and cracks their- traif rous 

swQrds: 
Upon whose ^rjns and thigh iu golden words ^ 

Was fairly-writ, * The King of kings, and Lord of lords.* 

. LXIII. 
His snow white steed -was bom of heavenly kind^ ' 

Begot by Boreas on the Thracian hills ; 
More strong and speedy than his parent wind : 
And (which his foes with fear and horrour fills) 
Out from his mouth a two-edg'd sword he darts ; 
Wliose sharpest steel the bone and marrow parts, ' 
And with his keenest point unbreasts the naked hearts. 

LXIV. 
The Dragon, wounded with His flaming brand. 

They take, and in strong bonds and fetters tie : 
Short was the Qght, not could he long withstand 
Him, whose appearance is his victory. 
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So noTT he's bound in adamaDtuie chain ; 
He storms, he roars, he yeUs fdr high diadaiir : 
His net is broke, the fowl go free, the fowkr ih^mx. * 

LXV. 
Thence by a mighty swain he soon was led 

Unto a thousand thousand torturings : 
His tail, whose folds were Wont the stars to shi^ 
Now stretched at length, close to his body clings. : 
Soon as the pit he sees, he back retires. 
And battle new, but all in rain, respires : 
So there he deeply lies, flaming in icy fires. 

^^ LXVI. 

As when Alcides front foro'd Hell had drawn 
/ The three-head Dog, and mastered all his pride^ 
Basely the fiend did on his victor fawn. 
With serpent tail clapping his hollow side : 
At length arrivM upon the brink of light. 
He shuts the day out of his dullard sight. 
And swelling all in vain, renews unhappy fight* 

LXVII. 
Soon at this sight the knights revive again, 

As fresh as when the flow'rs from winter's tcwmb 
(When now the Sun brings^back bis nearer wain) 
Peep out again from their fresh mother's womb : 
The primrose lighted new, her flame displays, 
And frights the neighbour hedge with fiery rays : 
And all the world renew their mirth and sportive plays* 

LXVIII. 
The Prince, who saw his long imprisonment 
Now end in never ending liberty ; 
' To meet the Victor from his castle went, 
Aad falling down, clasping his roy^ kne^;^ 
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Pours out deserved thanks in grateful praise : 
But him the heav'nly Saviour scM)n doth raise. 
And bids him spend in joy, his never ending days. 

LXIX. 
The fair Eclecta, who with widowM brow \/ 

Her absent Lord long mournM in sad array, 
Now silken linen * clothM like frozen snow, 
Whose silver spanglets sparkle 'gainst the day : 
This shining robe her Lord himself had wrought. 
While he her love with hundred presents sought. 
And it with many a wound, and many a torment bought ! 

LXX. 
And thus array' d, her heav'nly beauties shin'd 

(Drawing their beams from his most glorious face) 
Like to a precious Jasperf, pure refinM, 
Which with a Crystal mixM, much mends his grace : 
The golden stars a garland fair did firame 
To crown her locks ; the Sun lay hid for shame. 
And yielded all his beams to her more glorious- flame. 

LXXI. 
Ah ! who that flame can tell ? Ah ! who can see \ 

Enough is me with silence to admire ; 
While bolder joy, and humble majesty 
In either cheek had kindled graceful fire : . 
Long silent stood she, while her former fears 
And griefs run all away in sliding tears ; 
That like a wafry sun her gladsome face appears. 

LXXII. 
At length when joys had left her closer heart, 

To seat themselves upon h^ thankful tongue : 
First in her eyes they sudden flashes dart. 

Then forth T th' music of her voice they throng ; 

* Rev.«i]i. 8. t Ibkl.xxi. 11. 

Bb 
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^ My li^f>e| my lav«, my joy, toy M^j my hAiHy 
(Wboiii to eii^y k Hsav'iiy biit Hc^l to mis^) 
What are the wwld's false joys, what K^ay'ns trV joys t& 
this ? 

LXXIII. ^ 
Ah, dearest Lord ! does my rapt sdttl behold thee ^ 

Am I awake ? and suire I do Adt dream ? 
Do these ttoioe bleMsd arms again iiifoM thee ? 
Too muoh delight tnakes ime things feigned seem. 
Thee, thee I see ; thou, thou thus iblded art : 
For deep thy stamp is prmted in my heart. 
And thousand ne^er felt joy^ stream in each melting part.'' 

LXXIV. 
Thus witb^^a djK>rro w did she plain hdf , 

Upon his neck a tvelcome load depenfing ; 
While He with equal joy did enterlalfi her$ 

Herself, her champions, highly all commending : 
So all in triumph to his palace 'went ; 
Whose work in narrow words may not be pent : 
For boundless thought is less than is that glorious tent. 

LXXV. 
There sweet delights, which know nor end nor measure ; 

No chance is there, nor eating times succeeding : 
No wasteful spending can impair their treasure ; 
" Pleasure full grown, yet ever freshly breeding : 
Fulness of sweejis excludes |iot more receiving : 
The soul still big with joy, yet still eonceiving ; [ing. 
Beyond slow tongue' s report^ beyond quick thought's perceiv* 

LXXVI, 
There are they gone ; there wiH they ever bide ; 

Swimming in waves of joy, and heav'nly loves t 
He still a bridegroom, she a gladsome bride ; 

Their hearts in love, like spheres still constant moving : 
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No change, bo grief, no age can them befall t 
Their bridal bed is in that heav'nly hafl, 
Where all days.aMimt one, and only one is all. 

LKXVII. 
And as in state they thus in trinmph ride, 

The boys and dam^eU tbekr Just praises ohant ; 

The boys the bridegroowiJing, the maids the bride, 

Whil^ aU tbe bills gilad Hymens loudly vaitai : 

Heay'ns winfed hosts, greeting this, glorbiis spring. 
Attune their higher luHes, and Hymens sing : 
Each thought to pass^ and each did pass thought's tofiiest 
wing. 

txxviii. . 

Upon His lightning brow l4)Ye j[>jPoudly sittip^ 
Flames out in pow'r, slnnes oi4 in m^e^ty ; 
There all his lofty sppUs and. trophies fitting* ; ^ 
Displays the marks of Highest Deity : 

There full of strength hi Lordly 9vms be stands, 
And every heart, and every soul commands ; 
No heart, no soul, his str^n^th and{jordlypow*r withstands. 

txxix. ^ 

Upon her forehead thousand cheerful Graces^ 
Seated on thrones of spotless ivory ; . 

There gentle Love his armed haud un|)raees ; 
His bow unbent disclaims all tyranny ; . 
There by his play a thousand souls beguilei^. 
Persuading more by simple modest snp^es. 
Than ever he oould force by ardas, or crafty wiles. 

LXXX. 
Upon her cheek doth Beauty's self implspt /; :. 
The freshest garden of Jier ch<oioest iow'pcs : 
On which if Envy might bnt glance asioai^t^.. , ,. : .' 
Her eyes would swell, and bursty and melt in show'rs : 
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Thrice fairer both than ever fairest ey'd : 
Heav'n never such a bridegroom yet descry'd ; 
Nor ever Earth sofahr, soundefiFdabride. 

LXXXL 
Full of his Father shines his glorious face, 
As far the Sun surpassing in his light, ^ 
As doth the Sun the Earth with flaming blaze : 

Sweet influence streams from his quick'ning sight : 
His beams from nought did all this All display ; 
And when to less than nought they fell away, 
He soon restored again by his new^orient ray. 

LXXXII. 
AH Heav'n shines forth in her sweet facets frame : 
Her seeing stars (which we miscal bright eyes) 
More bright than is the morning's brightest flame. 
More fruitful than the May-tiibe Geminies : 
These, back restore the timely summer's fire ; 
Those, springing thoughts in winter hearts inspire. 
Inspiriting dead souls, and quick'ning warm desire. 

LXXXIII. 
These two fair Suns in heav'nly spheres are plac'd, 

Where in the centre, joy triumphing sits : 
Thus in all high perfections fuUy grac'd. 
Her mid-day bliss no future night admits ; 
But in the mirrors of her Spouse's eyes 
Her fairest self she dresses ; there where lies 
All sweets, a glorious beauty to imparadise. 

LXXXIV. 
His locks like raven's plumes, or shining jet, 

Fall down in curls along his ivory neck ; 
Within their circlets hundred Graces set, 
And with love-knots their comely hangings deck : 
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His mighty shoulders, like that ^ant swain*, 
All heay'n and earth, and all in both sustain ; 
Yet knows no weariness, nor feels oppressing pain. 

LXXXV. 
Her amber hair like to the sunny r$ty, 

With gold enamels fair the silver white ; 

There heav'nly Loves their pretty sportings play. 

Firing their darts in that wide flaming light : 

Her dainty neck, spread with &at silver mould, 

Where double beauty doth itself unfold, 

In th^ own fair silver shines, and borrowM gold. 

LXXXVI. 
His breast a rock of purest alabaster. 

Were loves self-sailing, shipwrecked often sitteth. 
Her's a twin-rock, unknown, but to th' ship-master ; 
Which harbours hin^ alone, all other splitteth. 

Where better could her love than here have nested t 

Or he his thoughts than here more sweetly feasted ? 

Then both their love and thoughts in each are ever rested, 

LXXXVII. 
Run now you shepherd-swains ; ah ! run you thither 
Where this fair bridegroom leads the blessed way : 
And haste, you lovely maids, haste you together 
With this sweet bride, while yet the sun-shine day 
Guides your blind steps ; while yet loud summons call. 
That every wood and hill resounds withal, 
Come Hymen, Hymen come, drest in thy golden pall. 

LXXXVIII. 
The sounding echo back the music flung. 

While heav'nly spheres unto the voices playM. 
But lo ! the day is ended with my song; 
, And sporting bathas with that fair ocean maid : 

« AUai. 
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Stoop now fliy wing, my Muse, now stoop tfcee low : 
Hence nay'st thou freely play, and rest thee now -, 
While,h^*e I huig my pipe apon the willow bough.** 

LXXXIX. 
So up they rose, while all the stieph^rd- throng 
With their loud p^s a country triumph blew. 
And led their Thirdil home with joyful sdng : 
Mean time the lov€ly nymph with garlands new, 
^ His locks in bay and hottour'd pahn-tree bounds 
With lilies set, fknd hyacinths arotind ; 
And lord of all the year, and their May-sportingd drowned* 



THE END. 
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